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(Is 52:13-53:12; Mt 21:1-11; 26-27) 

 In this Holy Week, we come to the end of our Lenten season.  This is the 
week when we recall the final events of the Lord’s Passion and Death, beginning 
with his entrance into the holy city on Palm Sunday to the acclamation of all the 
people: “Hosanna to the Son of David, Hosanna in the highest,” and culminating 
with his death on the Cross.   

 The crucifixion of Jesus is God’s judgment upon the world.  The death of 
Jesus is a call to our conscience, to examine ourselves before God, and recognize 
the offense of our sin.  St. Paul says that on the Cross, Jesus “became sin for us” (2 
Cor 5:21).   

 In the Passion of Jesus, we see the reality of sin, how evil it is, and the 
destruction it causes: the betrayal of Jesus by Judas; the selling out of Jesus for 30 
pieces of silver; the corrupt religious and political establishments that used any 
means to condemn an innocent man; Pontius Pilate’s cowardice; the failure of the 
priests and scribes to recognize God’s presence; the shallow faith of people who 
acclaimed Jesus as Messiah on Sunday, and called for his crucifixion on Friday; 
the cruelty of the executioners; and the weakness of his closest friends, such as 
Peter who denied him under pressure.   

 The most horrifying part of the Passion, however, is the moment Jesus is 
about to die, and he calls out to God in the words of Psalm 22: “My God, my God, 
why have you abandoned me.”  Sin separates us from God, creates an “absence of 
God” in our life.  In the case of Jesus, who became the sacrificial Lamb (like Isaiah 
prophecies in the first reading – “a lamb led to slaughter”), taking upon himself 
the sins of the whole world (“the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all”), he 
experienced this ultimate consequence of sin in a way we cannot begin to imagine 
(“the LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity”).   

 The Desolation of the Cross is a mystery of our faith, something we accept 
and believe, but cannot comprehend.  Even though he was entirely sinless (“he had 
done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood”), Jesus (we can say) knew the full 
consequences of what it is to be a sinner.  Jesus experienced more deeply than any 
sinner, the horrifying experience of being separated from God, experiencing the 
abandonment and desolation of God’s absence (“he was cut off from the land of 
the living… a grave was assigned him among the wicked, and a burial place with 
evildoers”).   
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 The crucifixion of Jesus is God’s judgment upon the world, a call to our 
conscience, to examine ourselves before God and repent.  The scourging of Jesus, 
and his bitter death, are our punishment; his experience of desolation on the Cross, 
is our due: “he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins; upon him was 
the chastisement that makes us whole.”   

 If we wish to experience the mercy and new life of Easter, we must first see 
the consequences of our sin in the Cross.  If we wish to be saved, we must 
acknowledge our sin and repent with all our heart.   

 Mankind has not been faithful to God.  Our world has not followed God the 
way we should.  We embrace immorality, often times even insisting that God 
approves what we do, or doesn’t care that we violate His commandments at will.  
As a society we are shallow in faith, superficial in morality, negligent in prayer.  
We do not keep holy the Lord’s day.  “We had all gone astray like sheep, each 
following his own way.”   

 And this applies not just to secular people, but even to those in the Church, 
both laity and clergy.  By withdrawing the Sacraments from us, God is helping us 
to recognize how cheaply we have valued them to begin with.  We can’t attend 
public Masses right now, but how often have we skipped Sunday Mass through our 
own fault, our laziness and neglect?  Or even if we attended Mass regularly, how 
often were we there in body only, not in spirit, not attentive, not listening, not even 
participating?   

 The plague we are currently experiencing, like all biblical plagues, is a 
“scourge,” a punishment from God for our sin and infidelity.  It is one of the 
consequences of original sin that mankind unleashed upon the paradise which God 
created.  God is disciplining his children, starting with the Catholic Church!   This 
plague is a reminder that we are dust and to dust we will return; that we are sinners 
deserving of God’s wrath, who must recognize our evil and turn with all our hearts 
back to God.  As Catholics, this plague is a reminder that we are privileged to 
receive the Lord in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, a grace that we have 
not appreciated, a blessing we have easily taken for granted.   

 But God has taken upon himself the punishment we deserve, and “by his 
stripes we were healed.”  As we come to the end of our Lenten season, let us 
recognize our sins, repent with all our hearts, pray fervently to God as His children, 
and join with Mary and John at the foot of the Cross to intercede with the Father 
for the salvation of the world.  

 


