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Easter Sunday (A) 

(Mt 28:1-10 / Jn 20:1-9) 

 The cemetery in which Jesus was buried was a beautiful place, despite the 
horrific crucifixions carried out by the Romans on the rocky outcrop nicknamed 
“Golgotha / Calvary.”  In the springtime it was a garden (Jn 19:41) bursting with 
flowers.   

 But when Mary Magadalene and the holy women came to the place on 
Easter Sunday at dawn, it’s beauty surpassed any springtime garden.  St. Matthew 
describes the place as radiant with the brightness of angels, a glory brighter than 
lightning, a whiteness whiter than snow (Mt 28:3).  The garden of Resurrection 
shone with the same glory of the Lord witnessed by the apostles in the 
Transfiguration.   

 This is the beginning of the New Creation, and this small garden is the first 
place where the new Paradise is established.  When God first created the heavens 
and the earth He said, “Let there be light.”  Now when He creates the new heavens 
and earth, He again speaks His Word, and this Word, become flesh, is the new 
Light by his Resurrection.  The new covenant established in the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus brings the world beyond its original seven days, into the 
beginning of a new biblical “week.”  The day of the Resurrection is the first day of 
a new era.  “This is the Day the Lord has made, we rejoice and are glad.”   

 Those holy women, and even the terrified soldiers, were the first to 
experience this new light that had suddenly come in to the world, at that very 
place.  New we who are baptized live constantly in that Light, by that Light.  And 
we are called to radiate that spiritual Light to the whole world, as the Days of new 
creation unfold through time and history.   

 It is our custom on Easter Sunday to decorate the church with lilies.  These 
flowers remind us that the sanctuary of the church is a garden, the garden of the 
Lord’s Resurrection.  Their pure whiteness reminds us that the radiance which 
shines forth from here is the very same supernatural glory experienced by the holy 
women on Easter Sunday morning.   

 The tomb was empty, but Christ was not absent.  Very soon he appeared to 
his disciples and filled them with a Presence of himself deeper than any they knew 
before.  Jesus is risen!  And he is present to us today, real, alive, substantial.   

 Soon we will be able to return to the church and keep holy the Lord’s Day as 
we should, through the celebration of the Eucharist together.  In the meantime, take 
the time to imitate the holy women on Easter Sunday morning.  Come by 
yourselves to holy garden of your church, and seek Him who is not dead, but risen.   


