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2nd Sunday of Easter (A) 

(Acts 2:42-47; 1P 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31) 

 During the holy season of Easter we take our first reading not from the Old 
Testament, but from the Acts of the Apostles, which describes how the Church 
began and spread after the Resurrection and outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  In the 
very beginning, before Christians were able to build churches, they met and 
celebrated the Eucharist in their homes, while continuing to visit and pray in the 
Temple at Jerusalem: “Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in 
the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes” (Acts 2:46).   

 Right now we are being forced into a situation that is similar to the Church 
in its beginning.  Acts of the Apostles reminds us how important the home is to the 
Christian faith.  Let us not lose the grace of this time, to rediscover the “Domestic 
Church.”  In the past many Catholic households would establish a special area of 
the home with a “home altar,” a small shrine where the family would gather 
regularly for prayer.  Now more than ever, every household needs this.  But when 
we do finally return to church for Sunday Mass, keep the practice of family prayer 
at home, presided over by the head of the household.  Let us imitate the first 
generation of Christians, who also had to base their spiritual life at home.   

 And just as the first Christians also made visits to the Temple, don’t forget 
that the parish church remains open, and God dwells here in the holy Sacrament 
24/7.  Bring your family and come at least once a week to spend a few minutes in 
prayer at church.   

 I am hoping that this time of quarantine will not be a bad thing for the 
parish, leading to a loss of faith and religion; but rather that it will be a time for 
purifying and renewal, so that we will come back stronger and more thankful.  St. 
Peter says in the second reading, “although now for a little while you may have to 
suffer through various trials, [it is] so that the genuineness of your faith, more 
precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be 
for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pt 1:7).   

 God is a loving Father who disciplines His children, helping them grow.  
God wants us to have a deep, strong, genuine faith.  God wants us to have an 
appreciation of what the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Christ really are.  
And so we are going through this trial in order to re-appreciate our faith, our 
parish, and especially the sacrament of the Eucharist.   

 God wants His children to be sorry for their sins, and seek His Mercy, a 
mercy that is poured out upon the whole world through the Heart of Christ.  I don’t 
think it is a coincidence, that during this time when we are not celebrating the 
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sacraments publicly – no public Mass, no baptisms, confirmations, marriages – 
there are two sacraments we do still celebrate: confession, and anointing of the 
sick.  These are the sacraments of mercy.  Each of these sacraments heals us and 
forgives sins.   

 On the day of the Resurrection, when Jesus appeared to the apostles as a 
group for the first time since they were together at the Last Supper, “He breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.’” (Jn 20:22).  The very first 
gift of the Resurrection is the Divine Mercy of God.  The very first authority Jesus 
gives to the apostles is the power to forgive sins.  The very first sacrament Jesus 
speaks of is Confession.   

 And so even today, when there are no public Masses, when most of the 
Sacraments are not being celebrated, the one Sacrament where you can still go and 
meet the Risen Lord is the Sacrament of Penance.  I know not all of our 
parishioners went to confession during Lent, because I was here during the regular 
hours.  I encourage you to prepare for receiving the Eucharist – hopefully not too 
long from now – by going to confession.   

 On this Divine Mercy Sunday, God is giving us a strong message.  Live the 
faith from home.  Purify your faith to make it more genuine and sincere.  Go to 
meet the Lord in the one sacrament that is still available to you, that not even a 
quarantine can take away, the Sacrament of Divine Mercy.   

 


