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(Mt 21:1-11; 26-27) 

 During the offertory members of the choir will sing a spiritual song entitled 
“The Holy City.”  There are three verses, which depict the Holy City on three 
separate occasions.  The first is today, Palm Sunday, when the children acclaim the 
Messiah with “Hosanna in the highest.”  The second is Good Friday, when a 
desolation falls over the Holy City as a Cross rises on a hill.  And the third depicts 
the Holy City in glory on the last day, when the heavenly Jerusalem comes down 
from heaven shining with the radiance of God’s glory.  

 The Holy City is a type of the Church, and we can recognize ourselves in 
each of these events.  We are familiar with the joy depicted in the first verse, 
because for many years we have been accustomed to come to Church in a spirit of 
celebration and gratitude: Sunday Mass, weddings, baptisms.   

 But now we are experiencing the sorrow and desolation which is expressed 
in the second verse.  The shadow of the Cross is over our land and our community, 
as we face the scourge of plague, and death.  As the disciples were scattered and 
ran to their homes when Jesus was arrested, we too have been taken away from his 
presence in the regular Sunday celebrations.   

 This is why the third verse of that hymn is so important, because it sings of 
the heavenly Jerusalem, where God is present to His people beyond death and 
suffering of any kind.  This is the “new Jerusalem that will not pass away.”  What 
we know is that the reality of the heavenly Jerusalem has already begun in the 
Resurrection of Jesus, and through our participation in his Resurrection by means 
of the Sacraments.   

 Through Baptism we already dwell, as citizens, in the indestructible city.  
We already live by that light of God’s glory that shines forever without fail and 
banishes all darkness.  In the Eucharist we already have that eternal life which 
conquers death.   

 Even though we still live our pilgrimage in this world, between times of joy  
and times of sorrow, it is always colored by the hope of that final city where Jesus 
reigns in glory.   

 We celebrate Lent and Holy Week this year on a much deeper spiritual level 
because of this plague and the burden it has placed upon us.  Let us also celebrate 
Easter on a much deeper spiritual level, grateful for the grace of eternal life in 
which has already begun in us.   

 


