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(1P 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12) 

 Today we return to church after several weeks of isolation due to the plague.  
This has been a traumatic time of upheaval, marked by uncertainty and fear, and 
for many the loss of their livelihood.  It has been doubly traumatic for Catholics, 
who have been painfully cut off from the Eucharist during this time.   

 As we now seek the way forward, Jesus gives words of encouragement and 
hope: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Have faith.”  The words of the Gospel 
come from the Last Supper.  Jesus, knowing that he was about to be taken away 
from the disciples in his Passion, and knowing how devastating this would be for 
them, gives his assurance that even though he will be “going,” he will not abandon 
his flock: “I go to prepare a place for you, and I will come back, that where I am 
you also may be.”   

 St. Peter reminds us in the second reading that we are continually “being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.”  Even an experience of 
absence such as the one we have gone through, is for the sake of building up the 
spiritual Kingdom.  Jesus’ absence in the Passion was for the sake of the 
Resurrection and Ascension, and outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus “leaves,” 
because he is going to the Father, with Whom he will build and strengthen the 
Church on earth, in great power and glory.   

 So then let us take comfort and inspiration.  Let us not be like the doubting 
Thomas who hesitated: “Master we do not know where you are going, how can we 
know the way?”  Even as we still face some uncertainty and difficulty ahead, we 
know the way forward.  The way forward is our faith in Christ.  Jesus says, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”  Jesus shows us the path through this world to 
the next; the Father is our final goal and destination, and he himself is the path to 
heaven, the Way.  As long as we seek him in all things, and through all 
circumstances, we will not be troubled even by calamities.   

 And we continue to the live in the Truth of the Gospel, practicing charity 
and service.  The Gospel shines more brightly in times of difficulty and challenge 
than in times of ease and prosperity.   

 Above all, Jesus in his Resurrection is our Life.  The temporary absence of 
the Eucharist reveals its importance and necessity.  Let us return to Holy 
Communion with new love and thanksgiving.   

 May God bless our parish community, and strengthen the faith of the Church 
in this time of trial.   


