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6th Sunday of Easter (A) 

(Acts 8:5-17 ; Jn 14:15-21) 

 As we come to the final weeks of Easter the church does exactly as the 
disciples did in the first Easter, when the Lord had been appearing to them for 40 
days: we pray for God to send the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promised, from the time of 
the Last Supper, as we heard in the Gospel, that following his death and 
resurrection he would ask the Father to send “another Paraclete to be with you 
always, the Spirit of Truth” (Jn 14:16-17).  For ten days the apostles gathered with 
Mary in the Upper Room, to pray and prepare for Pentecost (Acts 1:14).   

 This year on Pentecost Sunday we will celebrate the parish Confirmations.  
Confirmation is often called the “Sacrament of the Holy Spirit,” because there is a 
special anointing of the Holy Spirit and outpouring of His Gifts.   

 But in actual fact, every Sacrament takes place through an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit (known as an “epiclesis”), beginning with baptism.  Every sacrament 
also makes Christ truly present, and every sacrament unites us to the Father.   

 In Baptism, the Christian is anointed with the Holy Spirit and becomes a 
Temple of God.  What then does Confirmation add, which is not already received 
in Baptism?  Why do we need another Sacrament, when the Holy Spirit already 
comes into our soul at Baptism.  Since with the Protestant Reformation, many 
Christian denominations have rejected the sacrament of Confirmation, saying that 
everything is included in Baptism.  It is a very good question.   

 In today’s first reading we have one of the very important New Testament 
texts with regard to the Sacrament of Confirmation.  It proves that Christ did in 
fact institute another sacrament in addition to baptism, which completes initiation.  
Philip the Deacon (not to be confused with Philip the Apostle) went down from 
Jerusalem to Samaria where he made many converts to Christianity and baptized 
them.  But when the apostles heard of this, they sent Peter and John to confirm the 
new disciples.  Acts of the Apostles describe how the apostles “laid hands” and 
prayed over them in order that they had receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet they had 
“only been baptized” (Acts 8:16).  This is the Sacrament of Confirmation.  It 
occurs after baptism, and it can only be administered by one with apostolic 
authority.  Just like today, a deacon can baptize, but he cannot confirm.   

 So there is no doubt about the Sacrament of Confirmation, but why is it 
necessary, and what does this outpouring of the Holy Spirit accomplish that has not 
already taken place in Baptism?   
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 Besides being called the “Sacrament of the Holy Spirit,” Confirmation is 
also often called the “Sacrament of Christian Adulthood.” It is the sacrament by 
which the full stature of Christ is imprinted indelibly in the soul.  It completes the 
identity and mission of Christ in his follower, empowering him with the authority 
and power to act fully in his name.  It makes one a soldier on behalf of Christ, an 
“adult” in the faith.   

 This image of spiritual “adulthood” is very helpful to understand why we 
need Confirmation.  When I was child and we had big family gatherings, after the 
meal all the adults went to the living room for social time, whereas the children 
had to go off to the playroom.  We could not participate in the adult conversation.  
I remember with jealousy the day my oldest brother was allowed to join the adults, 
having reached an age of maturity.  There is a big difference between the world of 
adults, and that of children.   

 God is Creator, Master, Father; whereas we are lowly creature, servant, and 
child.  Yet God desires a communion with us whereby we may share in His inner 
life.  That is to say, God desires us to achieve an “adult spiritual life” where we can 
be with Him “on his level.”  How is this even possible?  How could a creature 
commune with the Creator on the intimate level of the Creator’s own inner life?  It 
is not possible, unless God Himself make it possible.   

 By the Sacrament of Confirmation, God infuses into us a special presence of 
the Holy Spirit, who conforms us fully to the identity of the Son, so that through 
the Son we might have full access to the Father.  By Confirmation we possess the 
same Spirit who is the Spirit equally of the Father and the Son, the Spirit which 
binds them in a communion of love.   

 At the Last Supper Jesus promised this special gift of the Holy Spirit to his 
disciples, so that they might pass into an adult friendship with God: “I no longer 
call you servants but friends, for a servant does not know what his master is doing.  
I have called you friends because I have made known to you all that I have heard 
from my Father” (Jn 15:15).   

 Baptism is the Sacrament that accomplishes spiritual re-birth, infancy, and 
childhood.  It does indeed make us members of God’s household and citizens of 
His Kingdom.  Confirmation is the Sacrament of spiritual adulthood, mission, and 
responsibility.  It brings to full stature our initiation into the Christian life, which is 
to be a friend of God, something not presumed or possible without God Himself 
acting in the human soul.   

 As we complete these final days of the Easter season, let us pray for a 
renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit, a rekindling of the graces of our 
Confirmation, which is to say, a deepening of our friendship with God.   


