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Pentecost (A) 
(Acts 2:1-11) 

 In a previous homily I spoke of the difference between Confirmation and 
Baptism as a difference between adulthood and childhood.  There is another way to 
understand the difference between these sacraments, and why a another special 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit is needed after Baptism, even though Baptism 
already includes an anointing with the Holy Spirit.   

 Baptism corresponds with the Resurrection, and Confirmation corresponds 
with Pentecost.  Just as Pentecost is needed in addition to Easter Sunday, so 
Confirmation is needed in addition to Baptism.  By Baptism we are born again to 
the new life of the Resurrection, purified of sin and incorporated into the Body of 
Christ; by Confirmation we are sent into the world to preach the Gospel in God’s 
Name.  Baptism makes us disciples and children of God (followers), Confirmation 
makes us apostles or ambassadors of Christ (“sent”).   

 Confirmation imprints in us the “Seal” of God, His “signature,” power, and 
authority.  It authorizes us to act officially in his Name.  A Christian is brought to 
full stature when he is given a share in the mission of Christ to sanctify the world.  
Every fully initiated Christian is responsible for the Gospel, which is one of 
teaching and service.  Every Christian has the obligation to live according to the 
demands of the Gospel, and impart it to others.  And he does this not by his own 
power or authority, but “in the Name” of God himself, that is by means of the 
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit within him, poured out for this purpose.   

 The event of Pentecost shows how this took place with the apostles and first 
Christian community of disciples.  Though they had already been “baptized” into 
the new life of the Resurrection – through the very resurrection appearances of 
Christ himself – only now after fifty days did they receive the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit for the purpose of evangelizing the world.  Providentially, the apostles 
had on hand a gathering of people from all over the world, since Pentecost was one 
of the great Jewish feasts when pilgrims came to Jerusalem from many lands.   

 We notice immediately how this outpouring of the Holy Spirit brings the 
divine gifts necessary for the work to be accomplished.  First, the apostles are bold 
and fearless.  Until then they kept a low profile, hiding behind closed doors for fear 
of persecution.  Now (and for the rest of their lives), they courageously face every 
obstacle with perseverance and fidelity, until one by one they are martyred for the 
faith.  Secondly, the apostles are equipped with knowledge and understanding of 
the Scriptures.  They know Jesus, and are able to share with others the wisdom of 
God’s plan for the world’s salvation, and what demands the new law of Christ 
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places upon human life.  Thirdly, they have the ability to communicate this 
message in a way that can be fruitfully heard by others and move them to 
repentance: they can speak in “tongues.”   

 On the day of Pentecost, the gift of tongues was manifested in miracle that 
showed forth the catholic nature of the newly born Church.  All the nations of the 
world could hear the Gospel in their own language.  Throughout her history, the 
Church has remained “catholic,” conquering every language barrier that arises 
among people, bringing the Gospel to every human being regardless of culture.   

 Every Christian shares in the mission of the Church.  Every Christian, 
through Confirmation, has a work to do, for which the Holy Spirit is given. For the 
majority, the task of evangelization occurs in building up the family.  When 
learning the language of his Christian parents, the child is not merely learning a 
human language, but the Christian way of faith and love.  Much of the challenge in 
any family, within the marriage and between family members, is finding the way to 
communicate that builds instead of creating conflict.  The gift of tongues starts at 
home, long before it is needed in foreign lands.   

 In order for the Holy Spirit to effectively renew the earth, the human 
instruments must be well-disposed.  The first apostles and disciples were 
personally prepared by the Lord himself.  They were purified and sinless, they 
were well instructed in the Scriptures and worked together in complete harmony.  
They were highly spiritual and well attuned to the voice of God, and as a result 
accomplished the first great miracles of conversion in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.   

 If we are not as effective today it is because we have allowed barriers within 
that obstruct the Holy Spirit and hamper His work.  Our spirit is not well-attuned to 
the Holy Spirit, our will is not fully submitted to God’s will.  The Sacrament of 
Confirmation imparts a tremendous power, which will not be effective without an 
authentic and disciplined spiritual life.  Ongoing personal conversion is needed for 
the gifts of Confirmation to be efficacious.   

 On this day of Pentecost let us renew the grace of our Confirmation, and 
take up again the mission of Christ which has been entrusted to us, that our parish 
and families may be renewed and fully evangelized.   

 


