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(2K 4; Mt 10:37-42) 

 Jesus tells the apostles that in order to serve the Kingdom of God they must 
put him above all else, be willing to leave family, and accept the difficulty of their 
calling: “whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of 
me.”  Throughout the history of the Church, Jesus has called many of his disciples 
to follow him in this path of total renunciation, so that they might give their lives 
for service in the Kingdom of God.   

 For many centuries, the primary way of “leaving the world” to live out this 
call was monastic.  Communities of men and women dedicated themselves to a life 
of prayer and work, living as brothers or sisters, and evangelizing the people in that 
location.  But in the Middle Ages a new form of discipleship emerged, as God 
raised up saints such as Francis of Assisi, and Dominic.  St. Francis wanted to give 
himself entirely to God and take up the call to rebuild the church, but as he listened 
carefully to the Gospel he realized that he wanted a path somewhat different from 
the monastery.   

 In a monastery, the brothers work the fields and engage in various 
enterprises by which they sustain their community and provide hospitality and 
assistance to the people of the area.  A monastery is self-sufficient.  Francis wanted 
to follow more exactly the exhortation of Jesus in today’s Gospel, which is to 
depend on the hospitality and generosity of the people being served—those who 
welcome a prophet because he is a prophet, and give a cup of water to someone 
because he is a disciple of the Lord.  St. Francis wished to be a beggar, a 
“mendicant,” with no inherent source of sustenance, entirely dependent on the 
good will of the flock.   

 There is ancient precedent for this in the Bible, as we see in the first reading.  
When the prophet Elisha travelled in the area of Shunem, he stayed with a family 
who provided him a room.  Elisha’s predecessor Elijah, likewise received 
hospitality, room and board, from the widow of Zarephath (1K 17).  In each case, 
the faithful provided for the man of God from their need; in each case, they were 
rewarded with abundant blessings from God.   

 To this day, the Church continues to follow this model not only in religious 
communities such as the Franciscans and Dominicans, but also in the parish.  Here 
in this community, the people of God have provided not only a church, but also a 
room for the man of God.  Actually, more than a room, an entire house, called the 
“parish rectory.”  A parish is not complete until it is able to accommodate the 
various priests who are sent to serve and preach in the name of God.  
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 It is true that priests and religious who receive the calling from God have to 
make sacrifices in order to take up a life of service in the Church.  They do not 
marry or have families of their own.  They often have to leave their own families in 
order to go where they are called.  They forsake the career they could have had in 
the world.  But no sacrifice made for God and the sake of the Kingdom goes 
unrewarded.  Priests (and religious) are generously provided for, they have 
everything they need, even when many of their flock do not.   

 Likewise, the laity do not go without their reward for the support and 
sustenance they provide to those who serve in the Church.  While Jesus is speaking 
first of all the apostles in today’s Gospel, he is also speaking very clearly to the 
laity: those who provide for the needs of the church will not go without reward for 
their generosity and sacrifice.  In fact, they will blessed in a special and unique 
way, receiving a “prophet’s reward” – favors and blessings over and above 
“regular” blessings.  Those who provide directly for the apostles and disciples of 
the Lord are specially favored by God.   

 The lesson of the Gospel, which the Church manifests in every parish and 
religious community, is generosity.  Jesus structured the Church so that it could not 
exist without Shunemite Hospitality, the particular generosity by which clergy and 
laity are united in service of a common goal, the building of the Kingdom of God 
through mutual and complementary generosity and self-giving.  Where this 
generosity exists, the Church – and society – flourishes.  Where this generosity 
fails, the Gospel and its blessings are extinguished.   

 Let us take the message to heart, and in our parish continue to follow this 
model, established from ancient times, and elevated by Jesus in the Gospel.   

 


