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(Mt 13:44-52) 

 When we hear the Parable of the Hidden Treasure, we can think of the 
California “Gold Rush.”  People in the East heard there was treasure buried in the 
hills of California in the 1800s, and great numbers sold everything, undertaking the 
dangerous journey West in order to get land and find gold.   

 Beginning with the first disciples, this is what took place in Christianity.  
The treasure we possess is first of all, Jesus himself.  Jesus is the son of God who 
is God the Son.  He is God among us.  This is the greatest treasure possible, and to 
discover him is to discover the answer to life itself.  God became Man and dwelt 
among us.   

 With Jesus comes the wisdom of God and the Christian way of life, which is 
a way of justice and peace, generosity, service, unselfishness, love.  In Christianity 
there is an end to hatred and war; there is mercy and reconciliation; there is healing 
and universal brotherhood; there is beauty and blessing.  The Christian way of life 
is a great treasure, that when discovered and lived, changes the world for the better.  
In Christianity one possesses salvation and eternal life, heaven, God Himself.   

 The first disciples who knew Jesus discovered this treasure, and gave up 
everything in order to follow him.  Likewise in the early centuries of the Church, 
people were baptized into the Christian way of life at great risk and personal cost; 
many were martyred during the Roman persecutions.  Throughout the Church’s 
history, countless generations of Christians renounced the world, embraced 
religious life, devoted themselves to prayer and the study of Scripture, and gave 
their lives in service to God and His people.   

 But Jesus says the Kingdom of God is like a treasure buried in a field; it is 
hidden.  It is not readily discovered by a casual survey, or surface review.  It will 
not be found by those looking for the easy answer, quick solution, or superficial 
joy.  It is for those who are truly willing to work and sacrifice, and dig.1   

 Two examples can illustrate this.  First is the Bible.  Here is contained the 
treasury of God’s wisdom, which Solomon prayed for in the first reading (1K 3:5-
12).  This sacred collection of ancient Hebrew and Greek writings spanning 2000 
years of salvation history is not an easy book to read or understand.  Just reading it 
once in a cursory fashion requires several months.  Truly plumbing its depths 
requires a monastic lifetime.  The treasure of the Kingdom of God must be 
discovered, uncovered, explored, and brought up from the depths to be 

                                                 
1 Or dive deep, as in the case of pearls.   
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incorporated into human life.  The study of sacred Scripture (and the theology 
which flows from it) is one of the great joys discovered by Christians, and becomes 
a lifelong project.   

 A second example is the Holy Mass.  To a visitor encountering Christianity 
for the first time and participating in the Mass, there would be no real 
understanding what is taking place, or what Catholics are doing Sunday after 
Sunday.  Why kneel at some points, while standing at others?  Why is the 
centerpiece of architecture a man being tortured on a cross?  What is the man in 
robes saying and doing at the altar, assisted by young men, while everyone else 
stays quiet?  What exactly is that white bread and wine for, and why does it seem 
so important?    

 Even to Catholics who are still young and growing up in the Church, the 
treasure of the Mass can remain a hidden and unrecognized mystery.  “I don’t get 
anything out of the Mass.  I don’t like the music, the sermon is boring, it’s a bunch 
of old people.”   

 And yet, here we are, Sunday after Sunday.  Even when it means getting up 
early while everyone else stays home sleeping.  Even in a time of epidemic when 
there is a risk of getting a virus, even with a hurricane currently hitting the coast 
not far from here…  There is a great treasure here, but buried within the 
sacramental symbols and rituals.  The treasure is Christ himself, which the 
disciples discovered in the first Mass celebrated by Jesus on Easter Sunday at 
Emmaus: “they recognized him in the Breaking of Bread” (Lk 24:35).  He is here, 
but hidden, discovered only by those who have sold everything to purchase the 
field and dig deep.   

 If the treasure of the Kingdom of God is hidden and silent, how is it that 
people ever discover it?  As with the California Gold Rush, we recognize two 
factors.  First are the heralds, people who have seen for themselves and announce 
the good news to others: “there is gold in those hills.”  Second, the gold reveals 
itself through signs that can be discovered by seekers: tiny nuggets being washed 
down the streams.  Christianity likewise is made known to others through 
evangelization, the testimony of believers who have seen and been healed.  And by 
the example of lives which bring forth real nuggets of goodness and grace that 
others can experience, signs which point to a divine Source somewhere upstream 
from their prayers.   

 Let us respond to the invitation of today’s Parable, that we might discover 
more deeply this Treasure of the heavenly Kingdom here in our midst, Jesus Christ 
who is God made Man, and give others the opportunity also to discover and seek.   

 


