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(Mt 16:13-20; Is 22) 

 Jesus comes to establish the Kingdom of God, which is the focus of all his 
preaching and miracles.  It is God’s dominion over human life, a spiritual and 
heavenly reality, which nevertheless has a visible earthly aspect, since its subjects 
are people of flesh and blood who live in the world.  The Kingdom of God is a 
fulfillment and replacement of its Old Testament model, which was the Kingdom 
of Israel established by David and Solomon.   

 In its earthly and visible aspect, the Kingdom of God takes the form of the 
Church which Jesus established by his death and resurrection.  During his public 
ministry, Jesus was not only preparing the people for the Kingdom of God, 
gathering both the lost tribes of Israel and making forays also into the Gentile 
territories, he was also choosing, training, and carefully preparing the apostles for 
their future leadership within the Kingdom.  To them he would entrust his full 
power and authority to teach, govern, and sanctify in his name.   

 The Kingdom of God fulfills the Old Testament “type” of the Kingdom of 
David in many ways.  Jesus is the new “Anointed One” – “Messiah” – like David 
of old.  In the Kingdom of God, Jesus is the King, in whom all are united as one 
people, and under whose rule the new family of man flourishes in grace.  Like the 
kingdom of old, the new Kingdom of the Messiah also has a queen, which (as in 
the old type) is the king’s mother.  Like the old kingdom, the new one is comprised 
of twelve new tribes, established in apostolic branches.1   

 It is very clear from the Gospels that Jesus is establishing a true nation of 
believers, organized and shepherded by the twelve apostles, who would technically 
be “government ministers” of the Kingdom of God.  The function of their office 
within the Kingdom is to teach, rule, and sanctify in the name of the King.  Jesus 
gives them this authority and power in many ways and on different occasions (cf. 
Mt 28:18-19, Jn 20:21-23, Lk 10:16, 22:29).  Jesus carefully, deliberately, 
intentionally creates a Church that is apostolic.  This apostolic office continues in 
the Kingdom through the bishops, who are successors to the apostles.   

 And among the apostles, Jesus establishes Simon the fisherman to be the 
head apostle.  In the Kingdom of God, he fulfills the ancient Davidic office of 
“Master of the Palace,” whose sign of office was the Key (cf. Is 22:22).  The first 
reading centers on one of these ancient officials in the time of Isaiah the prophet, 
who was about to be deposed by God.   

                                                 
1 These branches have evolved since the early church into the various eastern and western “rites” of the Church.   
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 We in the United States live in a Republic and Democracy, and we do not 
really understand or appreciate how a Monarchy works, where all authority derives 
from “above” instead of from “the people.”  King David’s “Master of the Palace” 
would be similar to England’s “Prime Minister,” the highest government official 
who is head of all the other ministers, but whose role and authority is entirely to act 
on behalf of the monarch whom he represents in all government business.   

 Simon is chosen to be the “Prime Minister” of the Kingdom of God, the man 
in charge of the government, apart from whom the other ministers cannot act 
independently.  In times when the king was away, the Master of the Palace was left 
in full charge, and any decisions he made in the absence of the king were binding 
in the name of the king.  It was a position of great trust, the Master of the Palace 
was a personal representative of the King, a vicar.   

 When establishing Simon in this role, Jesus makes reference to the same 
symbol of office used by the ancient official, the “key,” and he also gives him the 
same authority of “binding and loosing” in the name of the king, as possessed by 
the Davidic prime minister (Is 22:22).   

 The new office is also signified by the new name, Peter (“Rock”).  There is 
much debate about the significance of this name by those who follow a non-
Catholic version of Christianity, and the argument always affirms that Christ is the 
true Rock, not Peter.2  There is some truth to this.  Christ is the true Rock.  In the 
Bible, “Rock” is one of the symbols or attributes of the true God (cf. Ps 62:2).  The 
point is that Jesus is establishing Simon in the infallible firmness of this divine 
quality of the Kingdom of God.  His job, his office, is to manifest this solidity of 
true teaching and divine faith.  That is the point that Jesus makes: Simon will be 
his personal vicar, and therefore will bring to the Church on earth the absolute 
assurance of the divine Rock.  This office is essential to the Kingdom of God on 
earth, which will be facing constant tribulation and upheaval – the assaults of the 
“gates of hell” – until the King returns.  The Church needs this infallible, 
indestructible, unmovable rock-solid foundation of faith to weather every storm.  
Peter, the “Vicar of Christ on earth,” carries this office.  Through him and his 
successors, the Church will be built on the solid Rock which is Christ.  Whoever is 
his successor, carries this office.  It keeps the Church united and strong.   

 

                                                 
2 For instance, they will point out that in the Greek Jesus names Simon “Petros” (a rock, stone, pebble), but will 
build his church upon “petra” (rock substance).  However, this is merely a limitation of Greek syntax.  Jesus is 
establishing a Rock substance (Petra), but since Peter is a male the grammatical syntax of his name must utitilize the 
masculine ending (Petros).  In the original Aramaic which Jesus spoke, there is no ambiguity: You are “Kephas” and 
upon this “Kephas” I will build my Church.   
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 The Petrine office (i.e. the pope), is one of strength and unity in the faith, the 
faith which was first professed by Simon at Caesarea Philippi.  By making that 
profession of true faith, Simon was revealed as the one chosen by the Father for 
this role.  The office he exercises, and the faith he professes, are not his own.  It is 
something from God, a role of service existing for the whole Church.   Simply put, 
the pope must keep the Church in the true faith by repeating the same profession 
made by Simon Peter, wherever and whenever necessary to counter false teachings 
and practices.   

 Popes will come and go.  Some will be evil and unworthy men like Shebna 
(Is 22:15-19), others will be true fathers like Eliakim (Is 22:20-21).  None of that 
changes the authority of their office.  In the Kingdom of God, the office of Peter is 
a direct action and power of the Holy Spirit, to keep the Church in the unity of 
faith.  When the office is formally exercised by the office-bearer, it will have all 
the truth and infallibility of the Holy Spirit.3  

 Jesus will build his church on this office, through this office.  There is no 
Church without the apostles, there is no Church without the petrine office.  Though 
the Kingdom of God is something spiritual, heavenly, beyond this world, unlike 
earthly kingdoms; nevertheless it exists in the world, and has a visible 
manifestation, the Church.  This Church is a true “nation” albeit a spiritual one, 
structured and organized, with a true governing and teaching authority from the 
Lord himself.  Unlike earthly kingdoms the governing authority extends to the 
moral and spiritual issues, but the Gospels make absolutely clear, and history 
confirms, that Jesus established a Church upon a group of twelve apostles whom 
he empowered with his own authority, and among whom he selected one to be the 
chief apostle.   

 The Catholic Church continues today as the visible “sacrament” of the 
Kingdom of God on earth, making present and concrete the spiritual reality of 
Christ’s dominion in people’s lives, through an authoritative ministry of teaching, 
governing, and sanctifying.  Local communities are united through their priest with 
the shepherding authority of the bishop, successor of the apostles; and bishops 
remain united together in a college under the headship of the bishop of Rome, the 
successor of Simon Peter.   

 The King is “away” in heaven, but he will return (Jn 14-15, 14:28).  In the 
meantime, he leaves the Key-bearer in charge of the household.  “Blessed will that 
man be, when upon his return, the Master finds him doing so” (Mt 24:45-51).   
                                                 
3 Such as when the Pope formally pronounces dogma ex cathedra, “from the chai.”  Interestingly, this idea of 
infallibility can also be seen in another context.  When any priest exercises his priestly office, such as celebrating the 
Mass, provided he follows the correct form, the sacrament of the Eucharist is infallibly effected by the power of his 
office, regardless of his personal worthiness, holiness, intelligence, or any other factor.   


