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(Mt 16:21-27) 

 Last Sunday, Simon Peter spoke words to Jesus for which he was greatly 
blessed, and established as head of the apostles: “You are the Christ the Son of the 
Living God…  Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah…”  This Sunday, Peter speaks 
words to Jesus for which he is greatly rebuked, and called the devil: “God forbid 
Lord, that such a thing happen to you…  Get behind me Satan…”   

 Even though Peter’s words to the Lord are well-intentioned and not 
unreasonable, Peter makes a mistake that is not acceptable in an apostle, and Jesus 
makes clear what the problem is: “You are thinking as man thinks, not as God.”  
Likewise, Jesus made clear why his earlier words at Caesarea Philippi were so 
blessed: “for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
heaven.”   

 The apostle above all, but all disciples of the Lord, must learn to think and 
speak “as God thinks,” and not as man.  A Christian must live spiritually, and bring 
to bear on every situation of life the “Gift of God most high,” which is the seven-
fold Gift of the Holy Spirit.   

 It was by this gift of the Father – and not simply human reason – that Simon 
was able to recognize the divine truth about Jesus: he is the Messiah prophesied by 
Scripture, and the “Son of the living God;”  or as we now say, “the only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from True God, begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father…”  
The truth about Jesus professed in the Christian Creed is beyond anything the 
human mind can understand or grasp.  It is not irrational, but it is supra-rational.  It 
requires a Knowledge and Understanding from above.  The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
enable every Christian to profess the faith, as it enabled Simon Peter to be the first 
one to profess the faith.   

 Likewise, the mystery of the Cross is not something intelligible to human 
reason.  To the world it is folly, not wisdom: “the word of the cross is folly to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (cf. 1 Cor 
1:18-2:16).  It too requires the Gifts of the Holy Spirit: “We have received the 
Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by 
God… We have the mind of Christ” (cf. 1 Cor 2:12,16).   

 When Jesus begins to speak of the Cross, Peter responds only by human 
thinking, which is folly.  He fails to utilize the spiritual gifts of Wisdom and 
Understanding bestowed on him, and as a result his words to Jesus are human 
wishful thinking, not divine Counsel and Fortitude.   
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 The Paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of the Messiah is revealed 
and explained throughout the prophecies of Scripture; God’s plan to combat sin 
and death and restore creation is set forth on every page.  It is according to this 
Wisdom that we must live, and in this Knowledge that we must confront every 
difficult situation.  Jesus puts Peter back on the spiritual way of thinking by 
declaring to the disciples: “if you will follow me, deny yourself, and take up your 
cross… be prepared to lose your life for my sake…”   

 In the sacrament of Confirmation every Christian is anointed with the “Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit” – Wisdom, Knowledge, Understanding, Counsel, Piety, 
Fortitude, Fear of the Lord.  These gifts enable us to “think as God thinks.”  It is 
particularly important for apostles (clergy, bishops and priests, popes) to speak 
only according to the mind and wisdom of God, or else they will confuse, mislead, 
and scandalize the flock.  But every disciple is called to live in the anointing of his 
confirmation.  How is this accomplished?   

 Two things are essential for “accessing” the Spiritual Gifts: prayer and 
scripture.  We must constantly listen to the word of God, and pray daily in such a 
way that we are speaking to God, weaving together in the conversation our 
understanding of His word, and the details of our situation and need.  In this prayer 
we must both speak and listen, question and be submissive.  If Peter had done this 
when Jesus spoke of the terrible things that would happen in Jerusalem, he would 
have spoken differently.   

 Likewise, when we are facing a difficulty or great trial, human platitudes 
will not work.  A mature divine wisdom, humility, and Fear of the Lord is required, 
such as Jesus shows when he prays in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Father if it is 
possible let this cup pass me by, yet not my will but yours be done.”   

 Or, when dealing with a difficult person and his failings, before leaping to 
conclusions and condemnations, we do well to go first to prayer, and unlock that 
precious gift of Piety, by which we refuse to condemn others out of supernatural 
respect, and focus more intently on our own sinfulness and failures.  Only by 
seeing ourselves and the situation as God sees it, will we be in a position to really 
address it constructively, for the benefit of everyone’s healing and salvation.   

 Let us take to heart the message of today’s Gospel.  You may be the pope 
himself, but unless you utilize the Gifts of the Holy Spirit you are an instrument of 
the devil.  Or you may be an ordinary Christian, but in the in the power of the 
Spirit you will “judge all things, and be judged by no one” (1 Cor 2:15).   

 


