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(Mk :7-11; 1Jn 5:1-9) 

 “The Spirit is the one who testifies, and the Spirit is truth” (1Jn 5:6).   

 The events taking place in our nation over the past week and months are 
truly disturbing, most especially the censorship of individuals, suppression of 
speech, and manipulation of truth.   

 Catholics, such as those involved in the pro-life movement, have long been 
aware and struggled against liberal bias in the media.  The media establishment (as 
well as entertainment industry, education establishment, and much of the political 
establishment) are distinctly anti-Christian.  During the last four years, with an 
explicitly pro-Christian and pro-life president, the extent of this bias has been more 
fully exposed, and its true power and wrath revealed.   

 There has been a progression from simple bias, to full partisanship and 
abandonment of detached objectivity.  Moreover, the media has become activist, 
tampering with internet search engines and social media to deliberately sway 
people “toward” and “away” from certain people and positions.  Now these 
establishments and institutions use their power and influence (which is vast) to 
censor opposing positions, killing free speech.  Finally, they demonize and 
persecute their opponents, who dare to disagree with the common narrative.   

 The events taking place in our nation over the past week and couple months 
are truly disturbing, because these are exactly the things that happen in Marxist and 
Communist countries such as Soviet Russia, China, Cuba, Venezuela, and Nazi 
Germany.  These are the things against which the United States has stood in her 
foundation and Constitution, committing herself above all to that first fundamental 
right in the Bill of Rights, the freedom of religion, speech, and press.  The next 
step in the progression will be economic: movement against people’s finances and 
ability to engage in commerce… 

 What exactly took place this past week with the protest in Washington?  
What took place in the election of November?  The full truth is not yet clear, and 
this priest from this pulpit is able to say nothing definitive.  But what can be said 
with moral and pastoral certainty, is that the truth is not what the general media is 
claiming, either with regard to the protest of last Tuesday, or with regard to the 
election in November.  The “official” narrative of the establishment, reinforced by 
censorship and suppression, is a lie.  And since we are Christian, we are always 
against lies, and for truth.   
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 It can easily be pointed out that the very people claiming that riots were 
encouraged by the president, were the ones encouraging and justifying actual riots 
during the summer.  But I would like to hold forth a different witness.   

 Anyone involved in pro-life work, including the incredible annual pro-life 
marches in Washington D.C., experiencesa first-hand the destructive power of the 
media.  In 2019, a Catholic high school student attending the rally with his school 
group, was held up in the media as an iconic example of hostility, hatred, and 
contempt; a symbolic representative of all who oppose the orthodox media 
narrative.  Video, accompanied by relentless media commentary, seemingly proved 
he was despicable and bigoted, worthy of censure and worse.  Returning home, 
even his own bishop was quick to disavow such un-Christian behavior.  But what 
is the truth? 

 The entire incident was a staged set-up, a deliberate tactic of deception in 
which the national media establishment fully colluded, to advance a partisan 
narrative.  The young man did nothing more than stand up straight and smile as he 
was being accosted and provoked by an activist in the presence of cameras ready to 
take the kill shot.  He said nothing offensive and did nothing wrong.   

 That young man must now be each of us.  In the strength of the Spirit of 
God, whom we received in Baptism and again in Confirmation, we must stand fast 
in the truth, which is under attack.  We must give the testimony of Christ, which is 
both brave and ready to suffer.  We must trust that Truth has a power beyond us, 
and even if it seems to be stifled for the present, it will shine in the end.  Jesus, 
who was filled with this Spirit and gave testimony to the truth, was vilified, falsely 
accused, persecuted, called a devil, condemned unjustly, and made to suffer 
severely.  We must be prepared to follow in his footsteps.   

 On a personal level, therefore, we must be strong in the anointing we 
received at Baptism, which makes us other christs.  We must have the truth within 
ourselves and give it witness.  We must know who we are, learn how to turn the 
other cheek when being baited, and remain innocent.   

 And likewise, outwardly, we must seek the truth with others, and allow the 
truth alone to guide us.  This is going to require persistence, and patience, and for 
the most part withholding of judgment until after the facts are fully clear.  The 
search for truth will require charity and solidarity with our neighbor, fellow 
citizens.  Where there has been tremendous polarization – fostered in large part by 
the corrupt media – there needs to be a reaching out and the effort to seek truth in 
common.  What is being faced is larger than politics, and what will unite is the 
patient sharing of information and exposing of lies.  Solidarity, “networking,” is 
extremely important.  Above all, we must pray for, encourage, and support those 
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who are in positions of leadership and whose job it is to confront the evil: the 
president, elected representatives, judges, honest journalists and commentators, 
bishops, and priests.  Like Pontius Pilate, they are under tremendous pressure to 
“disavow,” capitulate, seek the path of least resistance, avoid, deny, and wash their 
hands of the situation, rather than stand for truth and do what’s right.   

 The question before us today, is the one posed by Pontius Pilate: What is the 
Truth?  (Jn 18:38).  The answer is the one given in the second reading: The Spirit is 
the one who testifies, and the Spirit is truth.   

 


