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(1Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20) 

 In the second reading, St. Paul reminds the Corinthians that time is running 
out and the world is passing away.  Therefore, Christians must practice a 
detachment from their life in this world, seeking their firmness in the things of 
God, and the eternal life He promises: “Let those with wives act as though not 
married; those buying as not owning, etc.”   

 It is in this context – the recognition that life is short and unstable – that we 
must discover our true calling.  Thus it was for the first disciples on the shores of 
Galilee when they left their boats and nets to become “fishers of men.”  It is not 
insignificant that the story of their calling begins with the news that John the 
Baptist had been arrested.  As we heard last Sunday (Jn 1:35-42), Andrew and 
John were his disciples.  John the Baptist was their charismatic leader, teacher, and 
inspiration.  His arrest was a crisis for them and all the faithful Jews, and a 
reminder how grave their situation was under Herod and the Romans.  Jesus 
focused them instead on the Gospel of God’s Kingdom.   

 We too, need to recognize the urgent duty to focus on the Kingdom of God, 
and take up the mission given to us by Christ in our Baptism and Confirmation.  
Regardless of what happens in the world, we possess in Christ something greater 
than the world.   

 “Let those with wives live as though not married.”  St. Paul (1 Cor 7), and 
Jesus himself (Mt 19:12) spoke of the benefit and special grace of holy celibacy for 
the sake of the Kingdom of God, but this exhortation is not urging married couples 
to separate.  Rather, it is urging them to view their marriage in spiritual and not 
earthly terms, to live their marriage more fully as a Sacrament of the Kingdom of 
God.  This means taking up more fully the mission to bear and raise children in the 
faith, renouncing the sinful ways of contraception, and shielding their family 
against the corrosive influences of secularism and commercialism.   

 “Let those weeping live as though not weeping.”  Likewise, Christians live in 
a more detached way regarding misfortunes, since our hope is in heaven and not on 
earth.  “… buying and selling, using the world…”  All aspects of our life must be 
placed in service of that greater calling which transcends the world.   

 When Jesus calls the first disciples to follow him, they immediately leave 
their nets and commit their lives to a new direction.  Are we ready in the same 
way?  We do not know what the future holds for our nation, and the recent 
epidemic is a reminder that even our personal health is subject to dangerous viruses 
that can harm us or loved ones at any time.   
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 These are wakeup calls for us, nothing can be taken for granted.  “The world 
in its present form is passing away,” and our lives must take on a new and urgent 
focus, drawing strength and direction from Jesus who speaks of God’s Kingdom.  
Let us then take up our calling to be followers of Christ, repent of ways we have 
allowed ourselves to become attached to the things of the world, and seek the 
freedom of the Gospel of God. 

 


