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 “They were overjoyed at seeing the star” (Mt 2:10).  A few days ago there 
was a rare astronomical event that took place, dubbed the “Christmas Star.”  I had 
heard about it, but didn’t pay much attention until someone pointed it out to me I 
the evening sky just before sunset.  Honestly, I would easily have missed it, and 
initially didn’t really understand or appreciate what this was about.  Afterwards, it 
was explained to me that the path of two planets (Saturn and Jupiter) aligned in the 
sky to form a single bright “star,” something that hasn’t happened in 800 years.  
For those who do pay attention to these things, this was incredibly exciting, and 
these people were overjoyed!   

 I felt embarrassed at my ignorance, and sad that I wasn’t able to fully share 
or appreciate such an important event.  With my limited knowledge, I can’t even 
really tell the difference between a planet and star.  But the Gospel today is not 
simply about stars in the sky and astronomical events; it is above all about religion, 
and the search for God.  When the Magi study the heavens looking for signs it is 
not simply due to human curiosity or academic scholarship.  They are looking for 
God in order that they might worship Him.   

 God created man and blessed him with a period of life in this world for a 
purpose, and that is to seek Him and worship Him.  This search engages all the 
faculties of our nature, and it can be a long and arduous quest, but it is never in 
vain.  God wants us to find Him, and He gives the light and guidance we need to 
acquire truth along the way.  This is religion.  By a special miracle He led the Magi 
to the one place on earth they could find salvation, to Jesus born at Bethlehem of 
the Virgin Mary.  By many signs He continues to lead people today to Christ His 
Son.   

 What I experienced with regard to the Christmas Star, I believe many people 
in the modern world experience with regard to religion.  Certain things have been 
pointed out to them, and modern man appreciates the need to go to church, at least 
on occasion.  But most people don’t really understand much about what it all 
means, and feel themselves to be outside observers when they do show up.  They 
don’t experience the joy and excitement which “true believers” seem to have.   

 The search will require some effort on our part, and religion is something we 
need to have greater familiarity with.  It requires knowledge and study, but above 
all the willingness to look for the signs.  God shows us how to find Him, if we pay 
attention, and are willing to change and be guided.   
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 Religion begins with nature.  The first place God gives signs is through His 
creation.  We do well to study and appreciate it.  Not just the heavens (astronomy), 
but the earth as well.  How often does God give us little (and big) signs through 
nature, revealing His presence and power, helping us to praise and adore Him.  
Whether it is the flowers of Guadalupe and St. Therese, or the springs of Lourdes, 
the spinning sun of Fatima, the deer that longs for running streams (Ps 42), the lion 
roaring in the desert (Amos 3:4), the mighty earthquake and gentle breeze (1K 19), 
the mystery of new life growing in the womb (Ps 139), the grain of wheat falling to 
the ground (Jn 12:24), the dove with an olive branch in its beak (Gn 8:11) … if we 
pay attention, any of these and countless others can be signs from nature of God 
speaking, guiding, revealing, and leading man to Himself.   

 Besides the visible creation around us, there is the invisible soul and our 
own personal experience.  God speaks to us and sheds light through particular 
things that happen in our life, in great and little ways.  Life is governed by God’s 
providence through angels, it is not random chaos.  We have our regular habits and 
patterns, but God has constant surprises, interventions, and “coincidences” that are 
discovered through prayerful discernment and vigilance.  The movement of God’s 
Spirit within our soul gives constant guidance regarding our daily and life-long 
pathway to Him. 

 A third important way God gives us signs and guidance is through other 
people, human and angelic, who speak to us.  Here the message is often “loud and 
clear,” because it occurs through actual words and gestures, direct communication, 
help and advice we should pay attention to and take to heart.  It may be someone 
close to us, an anointed minister of the church, a charismatic word of prophecy, or 
a total stranger.  Like the Magi who went together, we are never alone in the quest 
for God, we never have to rely entirely on our own wits and guesses.  Others have 
gone before, others are ahead of us, others are by our side.   

 Finally, and perhaps most importantly, God speaks to us directly through 
His sacred word, the holy scriptures of the Bible.  This is a “book” written by God 
Himself, through human instruments, for the benefit of our salvation.  These words 
are not merely dead letters of the past, they are living words of God spoken to us  
in the present.  It is “unique among all the stars of the sky,” unique among all 
sources of wisdom and knowledge to be found in the world.  It shines brighter, and 
leads us infallibly to Bethlehem in the land of Judah, during the reign of King of 
Herod.  As the Magi themselves discovered—even though their journey began 
with a study of creation, it did not conclude without the sacred writings of the 
Bible, when scribes and teachers of Jerusalem explained the prophecies to them.   
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 At first, we do not fully recognize, understand, or appreciate the signs by 
which God directs us to Himself.  But as we grow in religious faith and practice, 
and begin to become more familiar with the way God works in this great quest of 
“hide and seek,” our hearts are overjoyed when we do discover the signs and clues, 
the reappearance of stars that confirms earlier convictions.  We derive 
encouragement and hope, and rededicate ourselves with greater perseverance to the 
part of the journey that still lies ahead.   

 During this new year of our Lord 2021, let us set out from where we are 
right now, and follow the signs to a new and different place in our lives where we 
are closer to the truth, and more fully able to worship God with all our being.  Let 
us follow in the footsteps of the Magi, and all the saints before us, and press on to a 
deeper religious faith.  And along the way, let us be accompanied by like-minded 
followers and friends.   

 


