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(Mk 10:35-45) 

 We are deeply marked by sin and selfishness, to a degree we do not even 
realize.  The petition of James and John to share in Christ’s glory in the Kingdom 
reveals the long road to humility which they must undergo, before they can be 
considered saints.  Jesus will bring them to the glory of the Kingdom, not by giving 
them the high seats, but by giving them a share in his cup of suffering.   

 What James and John ask for is not something a disciple of Christ may seek.  
All such “positions” come only through the call of God.  Moreover, the manner of 
their asking indicates that they still understand little of what is entailed in the 
service of the Kingdom of God.  Before asking for anything, whether of God or 
man, a Christian must learn to appreciate the hidden “cost” of such a request, and 
conform himself to those demands.   

 Parents often encounter this situation with their small children.  When out 
shopping, they see many desirable things and constantly ask to buy this or that.  
Parents have to refuse: “you do not know what you are asking, money doesn’t 
grow on trees.”  Children simply do not appreciate the blood, sweat, and tears 
involved in earning a living, and the responsibility that goes with spending money 
not for oneself, but the needs of the family.  Likewise, older children often make 
requests for cars, expensive phones, and other things which reflects an unrealistic 
or selfish tendency that ignores the true cost and obligations involved.  The 
contemporary “Generation X” expects and requests things that their parents and 
grandparents worked years and decades to attain, including the unrealistic 
expectations of “living together” with the benefits of marriage, without “drinking 
the cup” of total commitment and sacrifice required to achieve a true marriage.   

 Like the apostles, we start out very sinful and selfish, presumptuous and 
arrogant, ungrateful and offensive to God and our fellow man.  Like the apostles, 
we are oblivious to this fact, wondering why others react with indignation.  Like 
the apostles, the Lord has to set us on the path of humility and service.   

 In the end, James and John and the others became great in the Kingdom of 
God, taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth with much persecution and 
hardship, in a spirit of total service and sacrifice, without any expectation of 
reward or accolade.  In fact, most of their labor and hardship remain unknown, lost 
to the annals of history, and recorded only in the memory of heaven.  They learned 
how to become great by becoming the servant of others.  They learned to imitate 
Christ, “who came not to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for 
many” (Mk 10:45) 
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 Since we were children, we have benefited from the sacrifices and hardship 
of others, especially our parents.  And they were happy to bestow those blessings, 
because it is a joy to share the benefits of our accomplishment.  But that does not 
entitle us to those benefits, nor should they be taken for granted.  We in turn must 
learn how to serve and not be served.  We can do this by never expecting or asking 
for something without at the same time asking ourselves what we need to do in 
return.  In other words, we should never presumptuously give ourselves automatic 
permission to ask a favor.  This will greatly help us to determine what is truly 
important and necessary, as opposed to what is merely a convenience or 
selfishness.   

 And it will help us especially with regard to prayer, because our relationship 
with God above all must be one of humility.  Like James and John, we often go to 
the Lord asking for the wrong things, without appreciation of the “baptism” and 
“cup” that we must all undergo.  Keeping always before us the Cross, we will 
appreciate better the “cost” behind any grace or blessing, and the need to share in 
that way which the Lord shows.   

 May the Lord help us to become true disciples, correcting us of pride and 
presumption, forming us in humility and service.   

 


