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(Mk 10:46-52) 

 In the healing of Bartimaeus’ blindness, the Gospel presents an image of the 
Sacrament of Baptism.  Original Sin is a condition of darkness that reduces man 
from God’s grace to a condition of slavery and fear.  It is in this condition that we 
are born, and from this condition that we are liberated by Baptism.  Baptism is a 
sacrament of “enlightenment,” by which we come to see the truth in Christ, and are 
able to follow the Way (v52) which leads out of Jericho (“City of Man”) to 
Jerusalem (heavenly “City of God”).  Baptism makes us disciples, allowing us to 
join Jesus and the throng of pilgrims known as the Church.  Through Baptism we 
“rise up” (v50) from sin and shame, to reclaim our dignity as sons of God.  It is no 
coincidence that the beggar in the Gospel is named “Bartimaeus,” “Son of 
Timaeus,” which in Greek means “Fear” (v46).  Baptism is also sacrament of 
saving faith (v52), which brings courage (v49) to overcome fear.   

 It is a good time for beggars in Jericho when the holy festival is near, 
because the city is on the pilgrim route to Jerusalem, and almsgiving is an 
important part of the pilgrim’s preparations.  Then, like now, beggars place 
themselves where the traffic is heavy, and do what they can to call attention to 
their miserable plight, so that people’s heart will be moved with compassion and 
they will give a few coins.  With hand stretched out, Bartimaeus calls out loudly, 
“have pity, have pity” (v47).  Beggars are therefore a nuisance to most people, 
whose almsgiving is more often than not from motives of assuaging guilt, or 
embarrassment, and whose giving never achieves much real good, other than 
sustaining the beggar for a day.   

 Being a beggar also requires the beggar to constantly remind himself of how 
sad and miserable his life is; his “living” depends on an act by which he must 
continually put himself down.  It is a vicious cycle of wretchedness and self-hatred.  
It is somewhat understandable why, even when a beggar is offered a job or the 
opportunity to improve his lot, he very often chooses to stay in his downtrodden 
condition.   

 Jesus, through Baptism, breaks this cycle.  It is not “silver or gold” that Jesus 
gives (cf. Acts 3:6).  Nor does Jesus “feel sorry” for the man.  God does not allow 
indulgence in self-pity.  Instead, God always meets the beggar with an offer: “What 
do you want me to do for you?” (v51).  In other words, “Do you want to change?”  
Jesus alone is able to give what fallen man most needs, but which no effort of man 
(his own, that of others, or the most sophisticated social welfare programs for the 
poor and homeless) can provide: the healing of the underlying cause of his 
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condition in the first place.  Jesus alone is able to “lift” the man up and restore him 
to his true dignity as a son of God, to enable him to be who he really is.   

 The question is whether the man wants it, and whether he has the courage to 
accept this offer.  In the Gospel, Bartimaeus is eager for the gift, and in this he 
represents the spirit which should animate every Christian.  Most Catholics were 
baptized as infants, and therefore missed out on the very important connection 
between Baptism and conversion.  Many Catholics grow up without every 
experiencing this “meet Jesus” moment in which they have to confront the fear 
which holds them back from their full potential, and thus never live the full grace 
of what their Baptism is.   

 “Courage, rise up, he is calling you!” (v49)  These words are for us today, 
regardless of when we received the Sacrament of Baptism.  They are the invitation 
to leave behind any form of self-pity or destructive self-hatred, take an honest look 
the bad habits we have become attached to as a way of keeping ourselves down, 
and ask ourselves whether we really want to live as free human beings, with all the 
demands and responsibilities that will entail.  The beggar “threw aside his cloak, 
sprang up, and came to Jesus” (v50).  He was no longer a “son of fear.”  May we 
live always in that courage of faith that makes us a “son of God.”  

 


