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(Dn 12:1-3; Mk 13:24-32) 

 As Jesus approaches his death, his final teachings are directed to the 
cataclysmic end of the world which that death will usher in: “this generation will 
not pass away until all these things have taken place” (13:30).  Therefore, when 
we speak of the “end of the world,” we need to understand that it has in a sense 
already occurred.  The old order (of sin and death, a world under the dominion of 
evil) is over, and the new order (of grace and eternal life) is begun.  We have 
already transitioned from the Sabbath of the original creation and the old worship, 
to the “Lord’s Day” of the new creation, and the Eucharistic worship of the new 
covenant.   

 The “end times” begin with Jesus’ death and resurrection, and that means the 
Church is currently living in the “end times.”  Thus, in the first and most important 
sense, the “end of the world” has occurred.  But in a second sense, the “end of the 
world” is yet to come.  In the Creed we properly refer to this event as the (second) 
Coming of the Lord: “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.”  On this Day the new creation built through the 
Resurrection will be fully revealed, and the dominion of Christ achieved through 
the Ascension will be fully established on earth.  The defeat of satan which took 
place on the Cross will also be manifested publicly.  The moment will be 
instantaneous and world-wide, “like a lightning flash from one end of the sky to the 
other” (Lk 17:24).  All mankind will be summoned for judgment.  The righteous 
“shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament” (Dn 12:3), while the 
condemned “shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace” (Dn 12:2).   

 Christians do not fear the “end of the world,” i.e. the Second Coming of 
Christ.  We earnestly look forward to it as the goal and fulfillment of our existence, 
and the fulfillment of Liturgy and Gospel which we now live in partial and 
imperfect ways.  What we tend to fear or dread is the trials which have to take 
place first, before the Second Coming—what the New Testament refers to as “days 
of tribulation” (Mk 13:24).  These will involve persecutions, as well as divine 
scourges and retributions, depicted mysteriously and symbolically in the Book of 
Revelation.  For 2000 years the Church has been no stranger to the days of 
tribulation, but towards the end they will be very bad.   

 “How long?” will it be until the Second Coming?  Jesus answers: “of that 
day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father” (Mk 13:32).  It was roughly 2000 years from the call of Abraham until 
God brought his plan for salvation to fulfillment in Christ, and longer than that if 
we go back to Noah and Babel.  It could still be a long time… 
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 What is “holding up” the Second Coming is the “full number” of those to be 
saved, a number only God knows.  The end of the world has to do with the fullness 
of creation, and God’s creation is not complete until the last soul is created.  It is 
worth remembering that every human soul is a an entirely new act of creation by 
God “ex nihilo” (out of nothing).  God has a vision for what creation is and will be, 
and it is perfect in its length, height, and depth.  Like the stars in the heavens, there 
is a fixed number that will make it complete in grandeur and glory.  God knows 
what that number is, and what each of those souls – created, redeemed, purified – 
will contribute to His final master work in Christ.   

 While the day of the Second Coming remains unknown, Jesus does indicate 
the signs that it is close, signs as clear as the tender sprouting branches of a fig tree 
(Mk 13:28): “the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will be falling from the sky” (Mk 13:24-25).  While this may be a physical 
reference to the cosmos, it is also clearly a spiritual reference to evil gaining the 
upper hand.  Darkness will increase, and the devil will assume a greater dominion 
over men.   

 The sun as the source of light is a symbol of God, who through Jesus, the 
“light of the world,” brings goodness and grace to all mankind.  As the Second 
Coming draws near, God’s presence and influence will diminish.  Atheism will 
increase, God will be eclipsed, and replaced by idolatry, the worship of the devil.   

 The moon, working in tandem with the sun and reflecting its light, is a 
symbol of the Church.  As the Second Coming draws near, the Church will be 
greatly diminished in her influence and ability to bring sacramental grace.   

 The stars represent individual souls.  In the final days there will be a great 
apostasy, as many rebel and fall away from the true faith, abandoning Christ and 
the Church.  St. Paul (cf. 2Th 2:1-12) and St. John (cf. 1Jn 2:18-27, Rv 13) give 
further details of the way in which the devil will establish and reveal himself 
through an anti-christ or beast who performs great signs to deceive mankind.   

 Aspects of these signs have been present in every generation since Christ, 
but they will grow particularly intense and overwhelming towards the culmination.  
The final generation of men who are alive when Christ comes and who complete 
human history will face an overwhelming test, but will also be blessed to escape 
the sleep of death.   

 Therefore, we are urged by the Gospel acclamation today, “Be vigilant at all 
times and pray that you have the strength to stand before the Son of Man” (Lk 
21:36).  The upcoming holy season of Advent will set forth the kind of prayer and 
purification necessary to prepare for and withstand those dark days before the 
Lord’s coming.   


