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(Jn 18:33-37) 

 In his trial, Jesus acknowledges that he is a king, and that his kingdom is 
real.  However, he tells Pilate that his kingdom “does not belong to this world” (Jn 
33:36).  Instead, it belongs to a new world.   

 “This world” in which Pontius Pilate is a political operative, is ruled by a 
usurper.  The kingdoms of “this world” are in a perpetual state of conflict and flux.  
The dominion of “this world” is one of lies, darkness, and death.  The Kingdom of 
God will have no part in it.  God originally created man with free dominion over 
His world, under His ordered law and grace,1 but man asserted his own authority 
and foolishly exchanged that dominion for servitude.   

 Yet God did not abandon man, and formulated a plan to reestablish His 
Kingship, and that of man.  In this plan God first created His own unique nation 
among the rest of the nations of “this world,” and for a brief moment under King 
David and Solomon it shone brightly.  But this was a prefiguration and symbol of 
the Kingdom of God.  Even though the Chosen People were still looking for their 
Messiah to establish such a glorious kingdom in this world, Jesus refused, and 
rejected that path completely.  On one occasion when they sought to make him an 
earthly king (Jn 6:15), he fled into the mountains.   

 The Kingdom of God will not be a kingdom in this world, among the 
warring nations of this world.  God will not submit to the fallen order by which the 
devil exercises control.  The Kingdom of God will be in a new world, in which the 
devil does not even exist, in which there is no sin or evil, no darkness or death, no 
lies or injustice.  By his death Christ will challenge the power of “this world,” 
executed by Pontius Pilate, though it looks like a submission.  And in his 
Resurrection Jesus will bring forth the new kingdom free of all death.  In the 
fullness of time he will present to his Father “an eternal and universal kingdom, a 
kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, 
love, and peace” (Preface, Solemnity of Christ the King).  In his Ascension Jesus 
takes up his royal throne as king, and just as we have seen him go up to heaven, so 
we will see him come again in glory, to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   

 The Kingdom of God, then, is not of “this world,” it is of the new world 
which will replace this one, and which has already begun to replace this one.  
Through Baptism we enter that Kingdom, leaving this world behind.  The 

                                                 
1 “You entrusted the whole world to man’s care, so that in serving you alone, the Creator, he might have dominion 
over all creatures” (Eucharistic Prayer IV).   
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Kingdom of God already exists, where ever the Resurrection is present.  The 
Kingdom of God exists in the Church, by means of Baptism and the other 
sacraments.  The Church is the instrument of the Kingdom of God in the old world, 
existing in this mysterious “end-times” between the Ascension of Christ and his 
Second Coming.  It is an apocalyptic time of tumult and upheaval, as the New 
inexorably infuses the old, prompting a reaction of violence and hate.  The devil is 
already conquered and his power has been overcome, but that hold must be 
loosened in his subjects, one soul at a time, through the preaching of the Gospel, 
and Baptism.  That battle does not go easily.   

 The Baptism ritual includes a very important part, the “Renunciation of Sin 
and Profession of Faith,” which begins with the minister asking the candidate a 
solemn question: “Do you reject Satan?”  What takes place in Baptism is a change 
of allegiance.  The dominion of the devil is formally and publicly rejected, and the 
reign of Christ is accepted.  Man overcomes the fear of Adam, and transfers his 
loyalty back to God where it belongs.  But this act of treachery to “this world” 
incurs the wrath of the powers of hell, and Christian life is marked by constant 
spiritual warfare on behalf of the Kingdom of God.   

 Like Christ before Pilate, Christians will not fight this battle with the 
weapons of “this world.”  It is spiritual weaponry (of prayer and good works), 
spiritual armor (of Sacraments, anointings, blessings), and spiritual armies (of 
saints and angels) that will engage in battle.  War will be fought with peace, hatred 
with love, injustice with patience, power with meekness, injury with pardon, 
wounds with healing, lies with truth, death with life.  Above all it is the Sacrament 
of Confirmation which commissions and equips the Christian for this spiritual 
battle.   

 In the Second Coming, the Kingdom of God will be “all in all,” fully 
established, with all enemies subjected to Christ including death (1 Cor 15:26-28).  
But even before then, it is being established in individual hearts and homes, and 
even to some degree in entire nations that have become Christian.  What 
achievements civilization has made with regard to justice and human rights, has 
been due to soldiers of Christ fighting to establish the Kingdom of God against the 
corrosive political forces of evil.   

 Baptism is a dangerous sacrament: it is possible to be drawn back into the 
old world of sin and death, and the powers of hell work tirelessly to accomplish 
this.  The residue of sin which is concupiscence continues to be active after 
Baptism, such that the first spiritual war is one that has to be fought within one’s 
own self (cf. Rm 7:15-24).  The Kingdom of God must be established first in one’s 
heart, where the desires of the flesh must be conquered and subdued.   
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 The second place of battle is one’s immediate relationships.  Jesus says the 
Kingdom of God will be cause of division and upheaval among the members of 
one’s own household (Lk 12:52-53).  Tireless struggle must be devoted to keeping 
holy the relationships with people around us, beginning with marriage and family 
relationships: patience, forgiveness, truth, courage.  And from here the battle is 
carried to society at large, where through work and vocation we are challenged to 
overcome evil through the works that give witness and honor to God.   

 As we come to the end of the Church year, let us take up that challenge 
again, purifying our lives for the struggle that lies ahead.   

 


