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(1Sm 1:20-28; Ps 84; Lk 2:41-52) 

 The fifth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary, the “Finding in the Temple,” gives 
one of the only windows we have into the life of Jesus and the Holy Family, and it 
highlights one of the most important duties of parents, which is to educate their 
children for the Lord.   

 In the first reading, Hannah and her husband Elkanah entrust their young son 
Samuel to the priest Eli, to be raised in the house of God at Shiloh (where the 
Temple was located prior to Jerusalem).  Samuel was a miracle child, and went on 
to become the first of the great prophets of Israel. 

 This story from the Old Testament established a pattern of family life and 
education which continued to the time of the New Testament.  Parents understood 
that their children belonged to God, and that they had the responsibility to raise and 
educate them in the faith, with a strong commitment to the House of God, ready to 
do God’s will in their lives.   

 Education was a fundamental priority for nation of Israel, and God’s People 
were set apart from other nations by virtue of their wisdom, the fact that they were 
a literate nation disciplined in morality.  The books of the Bible (Old Testament) 
were the basic “library” that provided this education.  In them were contained the 
complete curriculum for the instruction of children: in language and grammar; 
history, geography, and culture; literature; science (creation) and math (numbers); 
religion.   

 Education was home- and village-based.  Every town or city had its 
synagogue which contained the sacred library and was presided over by a “Rabbi” 
(teacher).  The synagogue was not merely used for the Sabbath day worship 
service, in which the Scriptures were proclaimed and expounded; nor was the 
Rabbi’s main duty to preside at the synagogue service, since any adult Jewish man 
was competent to do so.  Instead, the main task of the Rabbi was to hold school 
and help educate the children of the synagogue families during the week.   

 The western Christian educational system, and ultimately the modern 
education system, grew out of this biblical model.  However, there are vast 
differences between the current public education system and the original Biblical 
model.   

 In the Biblical model, education was much broader and more integral to 
family life than today.  Education was not merely academic, but rather a formation 
in “Wisdom,” which involves also the other Gifts of the Holy Spirit (Knowledge, 
Understanding, Piety, Counsel, Strength, Fear of the Lord).  That is, it was a moral 
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and spiritual formation as well as an intellectual formation.  In the Biblical 
approach, it is impossible to distinguish the academic from the moral and religious.  
It is also unheard of to distinguish knowledge from character.   

 The modern “public school” education, while offering many great resources, 
is deliberately handicapped by the absence of the spiritual and moral component, 
and intentionally warped by the imposition of a watered-down politically correct 
set of “values” instead of Old Testament religious morality.  Formation by 
undirected peer-experience is a poor substitute for the wisdom of ages contained in 
the Wisdom books of the Old Testament and imparted by the elders to the young in 
disciplined and supervised instruction.  Modern education says you must figure out 
your path yourself.  Biblical education says, “here is the way of the Lord.”   

 Catholic parents try to continue the biblical tradition of Samuel’s family, 
which is also the tradition of the Holy Family.  Catholic parents try to raise their 
children in the ways of the Lord, and educate them in the House of God.  The 
Catholic school system exists for this purpose.  Even if parents have to use the 
public school system for a portion of their children’s education, they stay actively 
involved in the process, reviewing and evaluating – and correcting when necessary 
– everything being learned by their children at school.  Moreover, they supplement 
that limited education with religious education, assisted by the local parish, as well 
as engage their children in the religious duties of the parish, such as altar serving or 
sodality.  Each step of the way, they are guiding their children in morality, virtue, 
and self-discipline, including the regular practice of confession and penance.  
Catholic parents want to see their own children, like Jesus, “advance in wisdom, 
age, and [grace] before God and man” (Lk 2:52).   

 Today there is an increasing crisis in education and formation.  The public 
school system is becoming increasingly unhelpful and even hostile to the Judaeo-
Christian, biblical teachings; and the secular powers are often trying to undermine 
or replace the role of parents.  Even the Catholic school system has become vastly 
diminished, and in many places also infected by a watered-down, politically 
correct gospel.  It is hard to find schooling that sets forth the wisdom and heritage 
of Judaeo-Christian and Greco-Roman western culture in all its richness.   

 More and more Catholic (and other Christian) parents are therefore 
undertaking to raise and teach their children the old-fashioned and biblical way, by 
“home-schooling.”  Home-schooling re-establishes the full authority of parents 
over their children, utilizes an integral moral-spiritual-academic educational 
approach, and requires a co-operative community of like-minded families who 
provide a more natural framework of social interaction for the children which is 
supervised and directed by the parents themselves.  The role of the local church 
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(and priest) also becomes more prominent, as there are more opportunities for the 
children’s education to be organized and scheduled in accord with the feastdays 
and activities of the church.   

 In the biblical times, the foundational education of youth which prepared 
them for their adult responsibilities, was completed by adolescence, around the age 
of 12.  Youth educated in this way were more mature, responsible, and articulate 
than their pagan-gentile peers.  At this age the young man was competent to begin 
leading the synagogue congregation in the proclamation and commentary of 
Sacred Scripture.1  This provides some insight into the events of the Fifth Joyful 
Mystery in today’s Gospel.   

 Connected to the Temple in Jerusalem was a great institutional school, a 
“national university” of the people of Israel.  Its professors were the “scribes” 
mentioned so often in the Gospels: they were commentators and theologians whose 
lives were spent studying and expounding God’s holy word.  St. Paul attended this 
great school as a youth, under the tutelage of a famous scribe named Gamaliel 
(Acts 22:3).   

 This is where Joseph and Mary found Jesus.  Apparently, Jesus intended or 
expected to continue his education in Jerusalem, having completed his primary 
training under the tutelage of his local rabbi in Nazareth.  Jesus wished to follow 
completely the path of Samuel, who was able to live and grow up at the Temple 
itself.  Psalm 84 (today’s responsorial psalm) echoed powerfully within Jesus: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!  My soul yearns and pines 
for the courts of the LORD. My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, continually they praise you” (Ps 84:2-5).   

 Being the future King and Messiah, and knowing this truth from his earliest 
years, it should be no surprise that Jesus would have taken this step at the age of 
12: “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Lk 2:49).  But Mary 
and Joseph also knew by now something of Jesus’ mission and vocation (cf. first, 
second, and third Joyful Mysteries), and understood their God-given role to help 
prepare their son for Father’s purpose.  Mary and Joseph had already ensured a 
thorough primary education for their son, recognizing what today’s Gospel 
proclaimed: at the age of twelve Jesus ahead of all the great scribes in knowledge 
and understanding (cf. Lk 2:47).  But there was another aspect of his education that 
remained, if the Son of God was to be the messianic Son of Man.   

 

                                                 
1 Soon after, the youth are ready for marriage.  Mary was around 15 at the time of her betrothal.   
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 Jesus needed the education of labor.  He had to work with his hands as a 
carpenter with his father Joseph.  Education is not only academic, it is also the 
development of skills and talents that will provide a trade which contributes to the 
good of society and serves the needs of one’s fellow man.  For some children this 
will be the important sacred skills of scribes and biblical copyists; monks, nuns, 
priests, and religious; but for the Messiah it must be the more common lot of 
humanity: skilled manual labor in the world.  Throughout his parables Jesus 
highlights the expertise of those involved in farming, shepherding, fishing, 
construction, even finance.2  Mary and Joseph ensured that Jesus would receive a 
fully rounded human education, and thus the bigger part of his life was spent 
hidden away from the world stage, in the school of his father’s trade.  Jesus 
therefore “went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them” 
(Lk 2:51).   

 Let us learn the lessons of the Holy Family.  May Catholic parents today, 
assisted by the priest-rabbis and the grandparent-elders, understand and fully 
reclaim their role as primary educators of their children in the ways of God, 
forming them in the Wisdom of the Bible, developing their characters in accord 
with God’s law, raising them in the House of God, being vigilant against the 
warped ways of the world.  And may Catholic children be like Jesus, obedient to 
their parents, “advancing in wisdom, age, and grace before God and man.” 

 

                                                 
2 The biblical educational formation applied equally to girls and boys.  Whereas the skill sets of boys directed them 
to jobs in the external society, the skill sets of girls (particularly weaving and food preparation) directed them to the 
internal jobs of the household.   


