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 Due to the winter storm this past week, there was no electricity, no running 
water, freezing temperatures, and no food in the grocery stores.  That’s because, in 
Texas, even our Lenten penances need to be big!  Typically, our Lenten sacrifices 
are very “safe” ones, which fail to achieve the life-changing experience of the 
desert which God desires, and which our fallen nature needs.   

 Therefore, this storm was indeed an act of God to lead mankind into the real 
wilderness, to be reminded that man is dust and unto dust he will return.  It was a 
call to repent, which means to turn back to God with all our heart.   

 The greatest sin of our society is not stealing, fornication, lying, or even 
killing, though these sins are rampant and openly embraced.  Our greatest sin is 
against the First Commandment: we reject God in favor of the works of our own 
hands; we refuse to worship Him above all else; and we arrogantly fail to place our 
dependence upon Him instead of technology.  Man tries to live on bread alone, 
instead of every word that comes from the mouth of God.   

 Therefore, in three days, through one little winter storm, God brought down 
the entire infrastructure of the most advanced civilization in human history.  For a 
period of three days – not even the 40 days which Jesus experienced in the desert – 
God imposed a real penance upon His people.  Pagan man arrogantly talks about 
“climate change” as if he has any control over the weather.  God shows us very 
quickly Who alone changes the climate, in an instant, and how it would be no more 
difficult for Him to bring a three-day arctic front to Texas, or a 10,000 year ice age.   

 This is the same God who, as the first reading relates, once brought a deluge 
upon the earth that wiped out all of mankind (save those in the ark), and it is only 
because of His free decision that He made a covenant not to do so again – though it 
is entirely what we deserve.  We are no different from that evil generation who 
rejected God in the dawn of human history, we just have more technology by 
which to do it.   

 This winter storm comes on the heel of the coronavirus epidemic, as well as 
the undemocratic coup which has taken place in our “land of liberty.”  God 
reminds a wicked society that there is no security or blessing which does not come 
from Him.  And if we do not place our lives under His dominion and follow His 
laws, it means we have chosen the lies and false promises of the serpent, and will 
be more readily subjected to tyranny and wild beasts.   

 God confronts us today with the same temptation experienced by Adam and 
Christ.  Mankind makes the same mistake as Adam, yet there is now the possibility 
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to follow Christ.  Mankind deserves again the flood and worse, yet for the humble 
and righteous there is still the Ark of the Church, as the second reading relates.   

 As soon as Jesus emerges from his victory over the devil’s temptations, he 
issues the proclamation: “The Kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent!”  Today God 
issues the call more urgently than ever: repent, and turn back to Him with all your 
heart. 

 


