
Rev. Glen Mullan Moses, Elijah, Jesus February 28, 2021  
2nd Sunday of Lent (B) 

(Mk 9:2-10; Gn 22) 

 Jesus begins his 40-day journey to Jerusalem with the Transfiguration.  On 
the mountain he converses with Moses and Elijah, who represent the Patriarchs and 
Prophets, and the writings of the Old Testament.  In the Transfiguration, Jesus 
returns to conversations he held with these great men of old when as the Eternal 
Word of the Father he revealed to them the plan of salvation which they recorded 
in scriptures.  But whereas before Moses and Elijah saw and heard only in symbols 
and foreshadowings, now they could see fully revealed the one of whom they 
wrote.  In the Transfiguration, Jesus now converses with them about his passion, 
death, and resurrection, which will soon be accomplished (cf. Lk 9:31), and which 
will fulfill everything revealed before.   

 Privy to this conversation are Peter, James, and John, the “pillars” of the 
early Church (cf. Gal 2:9).  They are the first to see Jesus glorified, though at this 
point they do not yet understand what the resurrection is (Mk 9:9).  During the 40 
days following the Resurrection, the rest of the apostles and other disciples will 
come to the full knowledge of the scriptures, and how they are entirely centered 
upon and fulfilled in Christ.  The early Church will preach the Gospel of Christ via 
the Old Testament!  By partaking of the conversation between Jesus, Moses, and 
Elijah, they are able to recognize how the entire mystery of Jesus’ life was 
foreshadowed and “pre-recorded” centuries before he was born in time as a man.   

 For instance, we can imagine how in the conversation on Mt. Tabor the three 
talked about the sacrifice of Isaac (our first reading).  Prior to the coming of Christ, 
this event of the Old Testament was a baffling mystery: after miraculously 
conceiving Isaac when Sarah was in old age, why would God now command 
Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son, who contained the promise of the future?  
Abraham’s complete obedience and trust is the model of faith in the Old 
Testament, but the reason for God’s command remained a mystery until the 
coming of Christ.  But on Mt. Tabor, in the mystery of the Transfiguration, the full 
understanding of this event becomes clear: Jesus is the beloved son foreshadowed 
by Isaac, who will be sacrificed! 

 Jesus will now undertake the very same journey of Isaac, to the land of 
Moriah, to a certain mountain which God pointed out (Gn 22:2).  This is the 
mountain where King David established Jerusalem a thousand years after 
Abraham, and where Solomon likewise built the temple a thousand years before 
the coming of the Christ (cf. 2Chr 3:1).  Like Isaac, Jesus would go up on a donkey 
(Gn 22:3), carry the wood on his shoulders (Gn 22:6), and be fastened to his 
wooden “altar” (Gn 22:9).   
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 At the last minute God interrupted Abraham’s sacrifice (since this was only 
a “rehearsal” and not the actual event), and a ram was substituted, setting the 
pattern for Old Testament worship until the coming of the true Victim.  It is 
noteworthy that the ram sacrificed by Abraham wore a crown of thorns (Gn 22:13).  
In the midst of the story, Isaac asks his father Abraham a poignant question: 
“Where is the lamb?” (Gn 22:7).  This is THE unanswered question of the Old 
Testament.  No sacrifice of the Old Testament can wipe away sin and heal the 
wound of Adam.  Only the sacrifice of God’s Beloved Son can accomplish this.  
John the Baptist is the greatest of the prophets – the “New Elijah” – because he is 
the one who points out and finally answers Isaac’s question, two thousand years 
later: “Seeing Jesus walk by, he said to his disciples, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29,36).  Thus it is that the conversation 
of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus, reveal Him as the fulfillment of all Scripture.   

 Now in the age of the Resurrection all Christians are privileged to join the 
conversation of the Transfiguration, and we do so especially in the Liturgy of the 
Mass, when we hear the readings from the Old Testament followed by the Gospel 
of Christ, together with commentary from the apostles.  This hour of Sunday Mass 
is Jesus’ invitation to participate in a progressive revelation of his glory, and what 
he means for our lives.   

 “Going to church” must be viewed like climbing the mountain.  It requires 
effort and sacrifice on our part, to leave the world behind for a time in order to be 
fully and attentively in the presence of God.  Like the apostles, we must overcome 
fatigue and fear (Mk 9:6; cf. Lk 9:32).  Nothing must keep us from Mass – not bad 
weather or broken down cars or even epidemics.  And especially not the fear of our 
sinfulness and unworthiness.  Even when sick and homebound, Holy Communion 
and the Scriptures must be brought to the parishioners.  The effort expended to 
ascend the mountain to the presence of the Lord is worth every sacrifice.   

 At the Mass, through the glory of Christ’s Transfiguration, we experience 
our transfiguration.  The glory of Christ is revealed to us fully in the Eucharist, by 
which we are transformed into his likeness, and through which we become his 
presence in the world.  The Mass strengthens and prepares us for the sacrifice of 
our own lives, as we return to the world and carry on our journey to the heavenly 
Jerusalem.   

 Peter exclaims: “It is good Lord, to be here, let us set up tents…”  In the 
Church there are particular vocations to spend one’s life in the context of the 
Transfiguration, removed from the world, devoted to prayer and the meditative 
study of Scripture.  Many people, once they have experience the mystery Christ’s 
Transfiguration in their lives, especially through a love of the Mass, wish to set up 
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their tents and remain there.  The Church benefits from these priest and religious, 
monks and nuns, whose meditation of the Scriptures enlightens her work in the 
world.  We must ensure that the faithful, especially youth, have opportunities to 
ascend the mountain, to the presence of God, so that they might hear this calling.   

 During the season of Lent, let deepen our own commitment to the Mass, to 
personal prayer and retreats, seeking out additional opportunities to come away 
from the world, and be with Christ in glory.   

 


