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(Ex 20:1-17; Jn 2:13-25) 

    

 We learn that the 9th and 10th Commandments prohibit us from coveting our 
neighbor’s wife and possessions.  The Bible, however, states “You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house” (Ex 20:17), and then lists the things belonging to the 
house, starting with the wife.   

 The house is something sacred and important in the Bible.  Every man has a 
house, and is put on this earth to build a house where he can live with his family.  
Building a house begins with marriage, because it takes two – husband and wife, 
mother and father, to raise a household.  It requires a lot of money and work to 
purchase, maintain, repair, and renovate one’s house.  Even today, a mortgage 
requires a lifetime of work to pay off.   

 But “building a house” is not just about the physical structure where one 
lives.  It means focusing on those who live inside those walls, under that roof, 
building a “household” your family.  You keep a house, in order to raise a family.   

 Marriage is the covenant by which the man and woman live together to raise 
a family and a household.  That is why it is wrong to live together or have children, 
but not be married to each other and committed to that task of building a house 
together.  It is wrong to temporarily live in one house with one person, and then go 
off to another house with another person.  Each man must have his own house, his 
own wife, his own children, and not covet what belongs to another man, or what 
should be another man’s responsibility.   

 Thus the Ten Commandments forbid man to covet his neighbor’s house.  
That is another man’s dominion, each man as head of his household, has his own 
dominion.  “Look to your own house.”  If you are coveting your neighbor’s house, 
it means you are failing in your duties and responsibilities to your own.  If you 
don’t like your own house, or don’t have one, that is your own fault.   

 The house is sacred, and every man, woman, and child should have the 
dignity of a place to live.  A Biblical household is a place of stability and 
hospitality, and a source of help to the neighbor in need, especially families who 
are widowed and struggling.  But a man of God’s Law will never covet or violate 
what properly belongs to another man’s dominion.   

 The Bible teaches something else about the house.  There are actually two 
houses on earth, and two households, and they are related to each other.  We have 
our immediate family and house for which we personally responsible, located in 
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the neighborhood at some physical address, where we live with our wife and 
children,  But we also belong to the household of God, Who has His house in the 
midst of our homes.  God’s house is also our house, and all respect for our 
neighbor’s house begins with the respect and zeal we have for God’s house, the 
Temple.  Jesus had “Zeal for his Father’s house,” we must have zeal likewise.  
This is the antidote to covetousness.   

 As Catholics, we have a strong connection to the local parish, where God 
dwells in the midst of our community.  From the parish church we learn to make 
our own homes places of love and holiness, where God dwells in our midst.  From 
the domestic home we bring gifts and offerings, especially our lives, to enrich the 
temple of God.  Thus even those who live a single life are still called to build a 
house, but with a stronger emphasis on serving the church directly.   

 The communion antiphon for Mass today expresses the sentiment Jews had 
for the Temple, and which Catholics have for their church: “The sparrow find a 
home, and the swallow a nest for her young, by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God.  Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your 
praise” (Ps 84:4-5).  Some are called by special vocation to live their lives literally 
at the church, but all are called to live at least on a spiritual level, within the house 
of God.   

 Thus our households are built up through the presence of God, according to 
His Law.  Those families that have reverence and respect for God in church, who 
are faithful to Sunday Mass, also find in their home respect and obedience, 
harmony and commitment.  The work of building a house requires great effort, and 
cannot be done without the wisdom of God, and His grace.   

 Let us take to heart this teaching of the Law, and appreciate again the 
sanctity of the home.  Like Jesus in the temple let us be zealous to maintain proper 
reverence, and with a whip cast out anything that violates the law of God.  Let us 
safeguard marriage, carefully supervise the education of children, ensure a loving 
and stable home-life, and take up career only to serve the family, never subverting 
the needs of family to one’s career.  Let us be active in the local parish and support 
the church, remembering that we have two houses to maintain.   

 May God bless our parish families who put Him first, and seek to dwell in 
His House all the days of their life.   

 


