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(Mk 11:1-10; Mk 14-15) 

 In the account of the Passion of Christ, we recall the greatest crime, the most 
evil injustice, ever done in human history.  Never have there been people more vile 
and malicious, cruel and demon-possessed, than those who orchestrated Jesus’ 
arrest and crucifixion, fabricating any lie, manipulating any situation, availing 
themselves of any compromise possible to achieve their end.  Never has there been 
a victim more innocent, good, truthful, and divine, than Jesus.  There is no torture 
and death worse than Roman crucifixion.   

 Every year, for 2000 years, the horrifying event is recalled and remembered 
on its anniversary, in all its details.  Each of the Gospels records what the 
Christians remembered and recounted in detail year after year.  The event is so real 
and well-remembered it is like it happened yesterday.  Christians realize, that in the 
liturgy of the Church, the past saving events of God are in fact made present.  We 
respectfully stand and solemnly proclaim the entire Gospel of the Passion because 
we know this story we just heard includes us.  We are part of it, participants.  It is 
for us that Christ suffered his Passion.   

 Christians also know, that this horrific event of Christ’s condemnation and 
death is not only the worst crime in all of history, it is also the greatest triumph of 
God’s love and wisdom.  As evil as it was, the evil was not greater than the good 
which God brought forth by means of Christ’s sacrifice, namely our salvation.  
Jesus became the total victim of the power of evil, to make himself the firewall 
between us and that evil.  He submitted himself to death, to enter and destroy the 
kingdom of death, liberating the souls trapped in that dark hell of Sheol since the 
time of Adam.   

 And so the Church celebrates Holy Week differently from the rest of the 
year.  The whole week is a continual liturgical remembrance, particularly the 
“Holy Triduum” which begins on Thursday evening with the Mass of the Last 
Supper and continues through the Easter Vigil of Saturday night.   

 This week is the anniversary of Christ’s death, when the first moon of 
Spring signals the time of Passover, and the Church has only one focus: the Cross 
upon which the Lamb is sacrificed.   

 For Catholics, there must be only this one focus, and we must do whatever is 
necessary to free our other obligations in order to be attentive to the Passion.  In 
the Gospel Jesus asked the apostles to stay awake and pray following the Last 
Supper.  Will you stay with Jesus for an hour on Thursday, following the Mass of 
the Last Supper?  Standing at the foot of the cross on Golgotha were Mary, John, 
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and a handful of his most faithful disciples.  Where will you be on Friday at 
3:00pm, the hour of his death?  During the night of the great Sabbath Jesus left the 
tomb.  The Holy Women were up before dawn on the first day of the week, to 
return to the tomb.  Will you stay up and keep vigil with the Church on that most 
sacred of all nights, when the Light came into the world again as it did in the dawn 
of Creation, but this time to begin something even greater?   

 Or will you be among the many who were in Jerusalem that week, who 
heard something of what took place, but didn’t pay too much attention and carried 
on with their business.  There are many today likewise, who may pass the church 
sign and notice that the parish has some extra services taking place this week – 
something to do with Easter – but will not be participating personally.  Many of 
those call themselves Catholic.   

 Christ died for the salvation of the world.  But not everyone is saved.  For 
many, it would have been better if they were never born.  There is salvation only 
for those whose lives connect with the Passion, through Baptism and Eucharist; for 
those who die and rise with Christ, and are nourished in his Body and Blood.  Let 
us participate reverently and devoutly this week, and make a special appeal to 
those “Catholics” who do not go to Church – reminding them that even Catholics 
who do not go to church, still go to church at Easter.   

 


