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Pentecost (B) 

(Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15; Acts 2:1-11) 

 Pentecost is the day the Church is born into the world, going forth publicly 
in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel of God.  On Pentecost the 
Holy Spirit gave a miraculous sign, which has continued to be the reality of the 
Church to the present day: the single Gospel is heard in all the languages of the 
world; the Church is “Catholic” or universal.   

 The Church already existed from the moment of Christ’s death and 
Resurrection, when blood and water poured from his side.  But the Church only 
starts to live her life fully on the day of Pentecost.  Likewise, a child already begins 
to exist from the moment of conception, and while in the womb is fully a human 
being.  But that child only begins to fully live a human life on the day of birth.  
While in the womb the child lives in water, but on the day of birth the child lives 
by breathing the air and crying out.  In the Hebrew language, “breath” and 
“air/wind” are the same word: “Ruah.”  The Holy Spirit is the “Breath of God.”  
On the day of Pentecost, when the Church is born, she cries out for the first time 
breathing the Spirit of God.  Like a baby on the day of birth, the Church 
experiences her voice.   

 What Pentecost is to Easter, Confirmation is to Baptism.  It completes 
Baptism with the fullness of Christian life.  By means of Baptism we are united 
with the death and Resurrection of Jesus, rising from sin to his new life.  There is 
already an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Baptism, but it is for the purpose of 
receiving eternal Life.  By means of Confirmation, we are filled with the Spirit of 
God to take up Christian life and the proclamation of the Gospel in the world: 
“When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth that proceeds from the Father, he will testify to me, and you also will testify” 
(Jn 15:26-27).   

 The proclamation of the Gospel is a cry of joy, and a unique sound in the 
world, because the breath and the voice are that of God Himself.  People were 
amazed on the day of Pentecost, and the people of the world continue to be moved 
by the Gospel today.  The church must proclaim, with force and strength, the 
message of salvation, echoing the original words of Peter and the Apostles to the 
3000 (Acts 2).   

 

 Once a baby begins to breathe, he does not stop breathing until the end of his 
life.  Most of the time breathing is effortless.  But when there is need for physical 
exertion or endurance, breathing is more difficult, and more important.  The 
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proclamation of the Gospel will require endurance.  The Christian life, which gives 
testimony to the Gospel, will require perseverance.  The Apostles manifested this 
strength and endurance of the Holy Spirit when they faithfully brought the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth, through every trial and obstacle, suffering persecution and 
finally martyrdom.   

 The Holy Spirit is necessary every day, but in times of challenge and 
difficulty, the importance of our anointing for testimony is highlighted.  Like a 
well-trained athlete, we know that the functioning of the limbs depends on the 
heart and lungs, on breathing.  Prayer is the breathing of the Spirit of God in our 
lives.  Morality is the training of the muscles.  Together they allow us to speak 
with authority and proclaim the Gospel.   

 On this day of Pentecost let us recall the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out 
upon us in Confirmation, and find our voice.  We are the Church today.  In our 
community, you and I are the Body of Christ.  We must live fully in the power of 
his Holy Spirit, speaking and carrying out the will of the Father.  Confirmation 
empowers us to act in the Name of Christ, individually, but more importantly 
together as the Church.  What we learn and experience within these walls through 
the Eucharist, we must bring forth out there.  What the crowd experienced in 
Jerusalem 2000 years ago, the people of our society must experience today.  Let us 
go forth in the strength and power of the Holy Spirit, giving testimony to the Lord, 
crying out with the voice of God.   

 


