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(Dt 4:32-40; Mt 28:16-20)) 

 We do not need the Bible in order to know God’s existence, for “his 
invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in 
the things that have been made” (Rm 1:20).  However, it something altogether 
different to “know God,” which is to know Him personally.  This cannot take place 
without the revelation and sharing of the inner personal self.   

 It is for this we have the Bible.  In the first reading from the book of 
Deuteronomy, Moses marvels at the way God has chosen to reveal Himself 
personally to this chosen nation: “Ask now of the days of old, before your time, 
ever since God created man upon the earth; ask from one end of the sky to the 
other: Did anything so great ever happen before? Was it ever heard of? Did a 
people ever hear the voice of God speaking from the midst of fire, as you did, and 
live?” (Dt 4:32-33).  God has spoken, God has made Himself known.  Alone out of 
all nations and religions, the Chosen People know God.   

 This personal self-revelation of God is completed with Jesus, who is the 
fullness of God’s revelation, God-in-Person, God in the flesh.  “This is eternal life, 
that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (cf. 
Jn 17:3).  It is Jesus who reveals God’s inner “self” as a trinity of Divine Persons, a 
communion of love whose trinity in no way divides the unity and singularity of his 
nature and divine being.  There is one God, who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).   

 The mystery of God’s inner personal life is far richer than the beauty of a 
human being’s inner personal self.  We do not even understand the mystery of 
being a human person; much less will we be able to grasp the mystery of divine 
Personhood.  Like the child trying to put the ocean into a small hole on the beach, 
it is impossible.  Nevertheless, we are still able to immerse ourselves in that ocean, 
to the greatest degree possible.  Love is the key to the doctrine of the Trinity.  
“God is love” (1Jn 4:8), and it is by love that persons are united as one.  This is 
true of human love, but it is true in a superlative way of the divine Being.   

 In teaching the doctrine of the Trinity, saints have utilized different symbols 
and images.  Though insufficient and imperfect, they nevertheless convey some 
aspect of the doctrine.  Those who are mathematically inclined might use the 
“triangle” to symbolize the Trinity, which highlights the solid unity achieved by 
three equal sides.  St. Patrick is said to have used the three-leaf clover to illustrate 
how God is a Trinity-in-unity.   
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 But perhaps the best image to use when describing the doctrine of the Trinity 
is the one God Himself gave us, namely, man.  God made man in His own image, 
after His own likeness (Gn 1:26).  If God’s nature is to be a Trinity of Persons, 
then in some way man’s nature must also be trinitarian, and this is indeed the case.   

 It starts with the second person who proceeds from the first person.  God 
made man, in his single human nature, to be “male and female” (Gn 1:27), with the 
woman begotten in love from the heart of man (Gn 2:21-22).  Though distinct in 
personhood, the two remain one in nature (Gn 2:23), and through love “become 
one flesh” (Gn 2:24).  The “one flesh” which the two “become” through marriage 
is the child, the third person.   

 Every child, every human being, is “trinitarian” in nature.  In his face, is the 
face both of his father and his mother.  Every child can echo the words spoken by 
the Lord when he explains to his apostles the Holy Trinity: “Philip, he who has 
seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9).  Every time a child is born, the Trinitarian 
image of God is proclaimed in human nature, again and again.   

 Thus the doctrine of the Holy Trinity explains man.  And conversely, the 
understanding of man leads us more deeply into the mystery of who God is.  
Christians are privileged to know God like no one else, even including the great 
saints of the Old Testament.  Through Christ we are baptized into the Trinitarian 
“name” of God, we participate in that inner communion of love which is God.   

 Let us glorify God on this day, and immerse ourselves as fully as we 
possibly can in this great Mystery of God, a mystery already imprinted in the 
metaphysics of our own being.   

 


