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(Is 35:4-7; Mk 7:31-37) 

 You may have seen a picture or figurine of the three monkeys sitting side by 
side, who cover their eyes, ears, and mouth: “See no evil, hear no evil, speak no 
evil.”  At times we deliberately act like these monkeys, trying to protect ourselves 
from evil by ignoring problems.  However, the truth is that we born in the 
condition of being spiritually blind, deaf, and dumb.   

 The devil’s kingdom is a world of darkness, lies, distortion, manipulation; 
the truth is difficult to discern.  It is a world of confusion and cacophony, where 
the truth is difficult to hear, contradicted, and drowned out.  It is a world of fear, 
where speaking the truth is opposed, and truth-givers are persecuted and silenced.  
It is an oppressive world where it seems better to remain cowed, “seeing nothing, 
hearing nothing, speaking nothing.”   

 It was in a circumstance of abject hopelessness and oppression that Isaiah 
spoke the words of the first reading today.  The people of God had been invaded by 
a foreign power, the Temple and city of Jerusalem were destroyed, and the 
survivors where reduced to slavery and exile in a foreign land.  Isaiah says to them:  

 Thus says the LORD: Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, 
fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he 
comes to save you.  Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf 
be cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing 
(Is 35:4-6).   

 Isaiah prophesies the coming of the Messiah, who will liberate the people 
from their oppressive tyranny, above all the tyranny caused by the internal spiritual 
fear of blindness and deafness that renders people mute.   

 In his public ministry, Jesus was especially eager therefore to heal the blind, 
deaf, and dumb.  By means of these physical miracles, he fulfilled the prophesies 
that revealed him as the source of spiritual healing for all mankind.  The word of 
healing recorded by St. Mark, “Ephphetha,” is universally repeated by the Church 
in the Sacrament of Baptism, which is the sacrament of our liberation from fear 
and the tyranny of the kingdom of darkness.   

 “The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak.  May he soon 
touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the 
praise and glory of God the Father” (Rite of Baptism of a Child).   
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 In the Kingdom of God there is light.  Jesus himself is the Light, the Truth.  
In him all things are seen clearly.  Sin is exposed, evil is revealed, and the Way 
that leads to Life is clearly visible.  The sons of God are children of light, who are 
not deceived, manipulated, or misled.  Likewise, in the Kingdom of God all can 
hear the voice of the Father, speaking through His Son.  They hear and follow the 
Good Shepherd without hesitation, recognizing the voice of Truth.  Faith brings 
assurance, it removes fear.  In the Kingdom of God, the truth is proclaimed openly.  
All are filled with the Holy Spirit of prophecy to speak the truth in power, to 
witness the love of God that destroys death and brings life.  We sing for joy, we 
cry out the praises of God.   

 In these times when the darkness of tyranny, censorship, misinformation, 
manipulation, and lies descends upon us in a new way, let us hear the powerful 
word that was placed within us on the day of our Baptism: Ephphetha!  Let us live 
our faith fully, enlightened by Christ, sober but joyful, and without fear.  Be strong.  
See, hear, and speak!   

 


