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(Mk 8:27-35) 

 We are now halfway through Mark’s Gospel, and Jesus is about to begin the 
final part of his mission, which is the journey to Jerusalem where he will die.  But 
before he talks about his upcoming passion and death, he wants to know whether 
the apostles have a firm and correct understanding of who he is.  He begins by 
asking, “Who do people say that I am?” and they provide many different answers.   

 For us it is no different.  There continue to be a great variety of opinions as 
to who Jesus is.  1) Secular historians propose that Jesus was very different than 
what the Gospels depict, and all of his miracles were “tricks.”  One modern 
opinion says he was married to Mary Magdalene.   

 2) Mormons claim that Jesus is the physical son of Adam, who is also “god,” 
and that Jesus lived in North America after the resurrection.  3) According to the 
Jehovah Witnesses, Jesus is Michael the Archangel.   

 4) Muslims say Jesus was not the Son of God, but he was a prophet inferior 
to Mohammed, and he was never crucified.     

 5) According to many Christians, “Jesus” is an experience, something you 
feel in your heart.  A billboard advertising a non-denominational fellowship 
proclaims the message, “Let Jesus happen to you.”     

 6) For other Christians, Jesus is a “nice guy,” someone who was always kind 
and forgiving, non-controversial and politically correct, accepting of everyone and 
supremely non-judgmental.   

 These are all wrong of course, but they are what many people say.  So just as 
Jesus asked his apostles, he also puts the question to us: “Who do you say that I 
am?”  Is Jesus whatever we want him to be?  Is he just an opinion?  Jesus wants 
the truth.  If he is to build his church upon firm apostolic foundations, he wants to 
be sure that foundation is solidly rooted in the truth.  And so the Church must be 
built not on shifting opinion, but on an accurate profession of faith.   

 St. Peter spoke for the apostles and confessed, “you are the Messiah.”  In 
Matthew’s Gospel there are additional details about this incident which took place 
at Caeserea Philipi.  This was the moment Jesus established Peter as the ‘Rock’ on 
which he would build his church – made him the first pope.    

 We have the benefit today of a 2000-year tradition, where the original 
apostolic preaching has been handed down in an unbroken confession of faith.  We 
have in the Church a 266-fold succession of popes since St. Peter, who together 
with bishops and councils throughout history have reaffirmed and clarified the 



-2- 

original profession made by Peter at Caeserea Philipi.  Each Sunday, Catholics 
confess this truth about Jesus in the Nicene Creed, a summary in very carefully 
chosen language of who Jesus is, and what he accomplished.   

 “I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True 
God…” 

 

 But there is one final truth about Jesus (and our discipleship of him) that we 
need to embrace, and it is perhaps the most difficult one on a practical level.  This 
is the mystery of the Cross.   

 It is very curious that when Islam rejects Christ, it not only denies his 
divinity, but it specifically denies that he was ever crucified.  No prophet of God, 
according to Islam, could be subjected to such an ignominious death.  Likewise, 
many who call themselves Christians preach a Jesus who takes away the Cross, 
and brings health and wealth and well-being; the Jesus who makes us feel good 
and causes everything to go well.   

 Despite what Jesus explicitly told the apostles about his upcoming 
crucifixion and bitter death, still his followers want to focus only on the miracles, 
the healings, the free bread he provided through the multiplication of loaves.  Most 
Christians want their Messiah to be strong and successful; they don’t want him to 
be an apparent failure who succumbs to the power of evil and injustice.   

 And so, even though Peter accurately professed Jesus to be the long-awaited 
Messiah (Mk 8:29), the Son of the Living God (Mt 16:16), and the Holy One of 
God (Jn 6:69), even he had trouble when Jesus started to talk about the Cross.  
Mark says that Peter began to “rebuke” Jesus for talking like that.  So he was 
correct in understanding who Jesus was, but he couldn’t accept that this truth 
would end in suffering: God forbid, Lord, that something like that happen to you.   

 Jesus in turn rebuked Peter, and said, “You are thinking as man thinks, not 
as God thinks.”  So even though we profess all those glorious truths about Jesus in 
the Creed: “True God from True God, consubstantial with the Father, through 
whom all thngs were made…” we must also come to that part which says, “For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, and was buried.”   

 It’s a reminder that we too, even though we have been baptized into the 
glory of Christ and have his own Body and Blood in us to assure us of eternal life, 
we too will end up crucified in some way, suffering death, and being buried.  Our 
life, great as it may be, will come to dust, will suffer afflictions.  We will be 
buried, and forgotten.   
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 The full truth about Jesus is not just his divinity, it’s the Cross.  And until we 
have accepted that aspect of him, we are not yet in the fullness of truth, we are still 
somewhat deceived.  Standing behind Peter, Jesus sees the devil and rebukes him: 
“Get behind me, Satan!”  The Devil always makes false promises, saying the 
things we want to hear, giving us false assurance, when the truth is more difficult, 
and leads to a place we hope to avoid.  Jesus protects his followers from the lies 
and deceptions of the devil, by being fully honest.  A Christian is someone who 
seeks to live very soberly, in the full honesty and mystery of the Cross.   

 “He who wishes to follow me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me.”  May the Lord help us to be his true disciples, faithful in our 
confession of faith, faithful in our acceptance of trials. 

 


