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Baptism of the Lord (C) 

(Lk 3:15-22) 

 Today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord completes the octave of the 
Epiphany, in which we celebrate the “manifestation” of God on earth.   

 When Jesus was baptized, “the heavens opened” (Lk 3:21), and Light 
flooded down upon him, visibly, in the form of a dove.  The Gospels record four 
such experiences in the life of Jesus.  Similar events took place in the 
Transfiguration (Lk 9:28-36), at the Ascension (Acts 1:9-11), and at the Nativity 
when the heavenly choirs of angels appeared above Bethlehem (Lk 2:8-15).   

 Through Jesus, heavenly glory breaks forth upon the earth.  Where Jesus is 
present, the words of the Lord’s Prayer become reality: “on earth as it is in 
heaven.”  He is the “ladder” between heaven and earth that Jacob saw in his 
famous dream (Gn 28:12), upon which angels ascend and descend to carry out 
their work.  Jesus reiterated this truth about himself to Nathanael (Jn 1:51) shortly 
after his Baptism.   

 I have often heard from parishioners, particularly following the Mass, how 
they experienced something akin to these Gospel events in the celebration of the 
Sacrament: “light flooded the sanctuary…” “everything glowed…” “the host was 
pure white…”  By a special grace of God occurring at times of His choice, the 
faithful often perceive a heavenly radiance which, like these Gospel events, is hard 
to fully describe but leaves a sense of joy and wonder.   

 What took place in the Gospels continues in the Church whenever the 
sacraments are celebrated, especially the Holy Eucharist, but also Baptism and the 
others.  Heaven is opened, and the Holy Spirit of God descends upon the elements 
(“epiclesis”), breaking forth into the world and making Christ present 
(“consecration”).  The church building is the sacred and blessed spot where this 
heavenly “ladder” is planted and graces pour down to be distributed all around.  In 
the Gothic era the church towers were built in such a way that looking up at them, 
they gave the impression of an actual ladder disappearing by infinite regress into 
the heavens high above.  And churches were always built with a great dome, 
baldachino, or canopy above the altar to signify heaven, and mark the actual place 
where heaven joins earth by the Sacramental presence of Christ.   

 In all of the Gospel events where heaven was opened and divine light came 
down, a voice was also heard.  In the Nativity and the Ascension it was an angel or 
a heavenly choir of angels singing “Glory to God”; in the Baptism and 
Transfiguration it was the voice of the Father himself, saying “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased.”   
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 That voice is meant for us.  What the Father speaks of His Son, He also 
speaks of those who are reborn as His children through the waters of Baptism and 
become members of His Son.  Baptism unites us with Christ, and makes us 
children of God.  We must hear the voice of the Father speaking His love for us, 
and we must recognize in our Christian dignity the pleasure of the Father.  We 
must always seek to please God, living in such a way that we are true to these 
words.  Heaven must open not just in the church, but in every aspect of our 
personal lives.   

 As we reflect on this great event the Baptism of the Lord, the first Luminous 
Mystery, let us take up the task of manifesting Christ’s presence in our lives, 
remembering our own Baptism, and renewing it in every Eucharist.   

 


