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(Jer 1:4-19; Lk 4:21-30) 

 This weekend I celebrate the anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood, 
which took place January 29, 1994, at the Corpus Christi Cathedral.  I am honored 
to be joined by Bishop Rene Gracida, who ordained me, and who this week also 
celebrates his golden jubilee of Episcopal ordination (January 25, 1972).   

 The Sacrament of Holy Orders, given to chosen men in the Church, is a 
beautiful vocation, and mysterious.  Everyone has a “vocation” or calling from 
God, but most of the faithful live their vocation in the ordinary path of marriage 
and raising a family, which is dictated by nature.  In the case of men selected for 
priesthood, or for those who are consecrated by vows in religious life, there is a 
special grace, because this path involves a renunciation of the ordinary life in the 
world, and a sacrifice of self for something higher than nature.  In these vocations, 
God may utilize the gifts of nature (“you are a fisherman, you are a musician”), but 
they are elevated and transformed for the Kingdom of God in a super-natural way 
(“you will be a fisher of men, you will form the congregation in the harmony of 
heaven”).   

 No one therefore enters the priesthood or religious life for simply human 
reasons, and if they do, it usually does not work out well: “I am not capable of 
marriage, therefore I should try out the priesthood…  I can’t seem to function in 
the world, therefore I should escape to religious life… I like to be in front of 
people on a stage, what better platform than a televised church auditorium…”   

 Instead, these vocations come as a somewhat of a surprise, above all to the 
one called, but also to those who know him.  The people of his hometown Nazareth 
were quite surprised and shocked, when Jesus revealed to them his divine vocation 
to be the Messiah and savior of the world.   

 My own vocation was born out of a strong and deeply rooted Catholic faith 
that entered my life from two streams, Irish and Austrian.  I received a strong 
Catholic upbringing.  But there was never a pressure or even a direct suggestion to 
consider the priesthood.  My plans for the future were the typical ones for a high 
school student, thinking about what he wanted to do for a career.   

 The decision to “be a priest” remains a mystery to me today, and one of the 
clearest instances of God’s voice in my life.  Even though I had virtually no 
understanding of exactly what the priesthood entailed, other than experiencing its 
sacramental function in the life of the Church, and even though I myself would 
never have entertained the question of becoming a priest, God himself put that very 
thought to my mind: “why not be priest?”, both as a question and invitation.  And 
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together with the question, a prompting within the spirit: “truly/seriously, why 
not…”  April 25, 1984, I was sixteen years old.  At that moment God revealed 
something to me that I did not know about myself.   

 He revealed to me what He revealed to Jeremiah, in the first reading: 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated 
you, and appointed you…” (Jer 1:5).   

 There are two very important questions we need to ask ourselves often, and 
prayerfully.  The first is, “Why am I here?”  How is it that we have existence and 
life in the first place?  This question brings us face to face with God, who alone 
knows the answer, being the One who called us into being from non-existence.  
The second question is, “Who am I?”  Here too, God alone knows the answer.  We 
may think we know ourselves, but in actuality the bigger part of our soul remains a 
mystery.  The joy of our human life is in the discovery of ourselves and others, and 
this is something which continues until death, and even beyond.  God alone knows 
the full truth, and delights in revealing us to ourselves and each other as we go.   

 God alone knows each person fully: “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you.”  And God knows why He created each person: “Before you were born I 
dedicated you…”  In a religious vocation, by virtue of its radical separation from 
the world, God makes a little more prominent what is also true of all “ordinary” 
vocations: our lives come from Him, belong to Him, and return to Him.  We have 
the privilege of cooperating freely in that return of our lives to Him.   

 My mother desired to enter religious life as a youth, yet was not able to do 
so due to circumstances.  That grace was not contradicted by her subsequent 
marriage to my father, but mysteriously fulfilled in the lives of her children and 
grandchildren.  Behind every priestly and religious vocation, is the holy vocation 
of parents living out the sacrament of matrimony in obedience to God, and for the 
glory of His Kingdom.   

 This upcoming week, February 2, the Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Presentation, the Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary.  On that day, through the 
words of prophecy, God revealed to Mary and Joseph who their child Jesus was, 
and why he came into the world: “a light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory of 
your people Israel” (Lk 2:32).  The Law of Moses required every parent to offer 
their child to God in the Temple on the 40th day, to teach them that each life comes 
from God and belongs to Him for His purpose.  Mary and Joseph are able to take 
Jesus home to Nazareth, only with this understanding, and only after offering the 
two doves in his stead.   
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 On the Feast of Presentation this week, my niece Sarah will be entering the 
Discalced Carmelite Order, to begin her postulancy toward religious life.  The 
people of Nazareth were shocked at the vocation of Jesus.  May we all be amazed 
and shocked to learn the deeper truth and mystery of our lives.   

  


