
Rev. Glen Mullan Adoration January 2, 2022  
Epiphany 

(Mt 2:1-12) 

 The Magi are seeking the newborn king of the Jews in order to “do him 
homage” (Mt 2:2).  When they find him, they prostrate themselves in adoration, 
and offer him priceless gifts signifying his kingship, divinity, and saving death.   

 The Magi represent all mankind in their search for God and for salvation, 
and specifically the Gentile nations who are outside the Chosen People of Israel.  
Now that God’s plan for the world’s salvation is coming to its fulfillment in the 
birth of Jesus, it must be manifested worldwide, and not just to Chosen People.  
The Church today continues this Manifestation (Epiphany) by means of her liturgy, 
preaching, and witness.   

 Man has within himself precious gifts, bestowed upon his human nature by 
the Creator.  First of all, his existence and life; secondly the freedom of his will; 
and thirdly the accomplishments and achievements of his actions.  God blessed 
man in this way with a three-fold giftedness, which has not been destroyed by sin, 
and man seeks to make return of that gift back to God.  This returning of the gift is 
adoration.   

 The Magi exemplify adoration by prostrating themselves before the Lord, 
and pouring out their three-fold treasure: gold (accomplishments), frankincense 
(will), and myrrh (life).  Man acknowledges God as “above all,” and abases 
himself as a dependent creature in surrender, submission, and obedience.  “God is 
‘He who is,’ I am ‘she who is not’” (St. Catherine of Siena).  This act of adoration 
is expressed in many different ways, including the liturgical gestures of bowing, 
kneeling and genuflecting, and in prayers such as the Our Father: “… in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name… Thy will be done…”  It is proclaimed in the Great 
Commandment: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind 
and strength” (Mt 22:37).   

 Unlike the prideful souls being purified in Dante’s Purgatory, whose heads 
are forcefully bowed to the ground by large boulders carried on their backs, 
adoration is not constrained or forced.  Adoration is entirely free and unrestrained 
(Incense).  It is also unlimited: what is offered is everything, which is why Myrrh 
is such an important gift, because it signifies the full limit or completion of human 
life (in one’s death).   

 Adoration is the completion of human life, being the response of the creature 
to the Creator.  But where to make this response?  How to find God?  In man’s 
fallen condition, God is obscured by the darkness of sin, and the direction of life is 
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marked by confusion and error.  God provides the light man needs in order to find 
and adore Him.   

 The Magi are the experts in their science and religion, seekers of truth.  They 
must go beyond their pagan religion and “science” (astronomy) to meet the Lord 
God.  By means of a special grace, He guides them to the Chosen People and their 
sacred scriptures, which prophecy and reveal the Messiah.  All nations must 
discover the Bible, which will guide them inexorably to Bethlehem, the Bethlehem 
of 2022 years ago where Jesus Christ was born and presented in the hands of Mary 
his mother, to the “Bethlehem”1 of the Church today, where Christ continues to be 
born and presented in the Eucharist and other Sacraments.   

 It is here (alone) that God is found on earth in Jesus Christ, and here that 
man is able to fully adore.   

 Many people, including Catholics who may have been baptized at a young 
age, do not undertake the spiritual search for God in a serious way, like the Magi 
did, and as a result never “find” God in their lives in a meaningful way.  As a 
result, they never really adore Him.  Their gifts are squandered on the world, in 
dissipate and shallow living.  Life is about money and possessions (the misuse of 
gold), there is no strong religious fervor or commitment (the misuse of 
frankincense), and in the end their accomplishments and death mean very little to 
themselves or others (the misuse of myrrh).  “Vanity of vanities” (Ecc 1:2); “He 
who loves his life in this world loses it” (Jn 12:25).   

 Other people, like Herod in the Gospel, explicitly reject God in favor of 
themselves, making themselves the object of homage and obeisance.  Herod is not 
interested in finding the Christ Child so that “I too may go and do him homage” 
(Mt 2:8).  He wants to find the child and kill him, so that his own dynastic prestige 
may not be threatened (Mt 2:16).  People like Herod trample upon others, do not 
submit to God, and care only for power.  This is the demonic spirit of Satan.   

 The journey of the Magi represents the true spiritual journey we must 
undertake. The starting point is human reason, science, and the wisdom of our 
native (pagan) religions and culture.  We must have the humility and courage to go 
beyond, and whatever it takes, come to the wisdom and religion of the Chosen 
People, found in the Old Testament.  United with the apostolic proclamation of the 
Gospel in the New Testament, here alone we will find revealed the person of Jesus 
Christ, eternal Son of God, a unique figure in human history whose life is literally 
foretold and prefigured by 2000 years of prophecy, and whose life and death 
illuminates that very prefigurement.   

                                                 
1 “House of Bread” 
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 For 2022 years, Gentile nations have recognized Christ through the guidance 
of this heavenly Star of David which is the Old Testament, while for 2022 years, 
scribes and rabbis like those of Herod in the Gospel, have failed to find and adore 
him.   

 May God help us in this new year to continue our journey, following in the 
footsteps of the Magi.  Even though we were born and raised Catholic, have we 
really found God in our lives?  Do we really adore with every fiber of our being?  
Or do we simply go through the motions?  The spiritual journey is lifelong, as is 
the process of adoration.  When they bring our casket down the aisle to the altar in 
our funeral Mass, may it truly be a rich life of gold, frankincense, and myrrh that is 
sacrificed on that day, and not a shallow imitation.   

 


