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Christ the King (C) 

(Lk 23:35-43) 

 As he dies on the cross, the good thief asks Jesus to remember him in his 
Kingdom (Lk 23:42).  Jesus responds by referring to Paradise (Lk 23:43).  
According to biblical and ecclesiastical tradition, the crucifixion occurred in the 
very place that Adam betrayed his covenant with God, at the tree of knowledge in 
the Garden of Eden.   

 When God created the world by His power, He possessed Lordship over the 
world.  But when He made man in His image and likeness, He entrusted this 
Lordship to man, giving man “dominion over the birds of the air, the cattle and 
over all the earth” (Gn 1:26).  When man sinned, he in turn gave the serpent 
opportunity to usurp this lordship, such that the devil now rules with power over 
the earth and in the lives of men, through sin and death.  Christ himself calls the 
devil, “ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31).   

 On the Cross, when Jesus is “lifted up” (Jn 12:32), the false usurper will be 
cast out, and man – in the person of Christ – will be restored as the true Lord and 
King.  The inauguration of the Kingdom of God is the reclaiming of God’s rightful 
dominion over creation, and over man, which was lost by the fall.  In the Kingdom 
of God, the world is reclaimed from the devil, and will become again a paradise.   

 When we are born, we are under the dominion of sin and death; we are born 
into the devil’s kingdom of darkness.  Through Baptism we enter the Kingdom of 
God, proclaiming that “Jesus is Lord.”  An important part of the Baptism Rite is 
the Act of Renunciation and Profession.  We formally “renounce” the devil and 
sin, and profess our allegiance (loyalty, trust, faith) in Jesus Christ and his 
Kingdom.  We accept Jesus’ Lordship, and commit ourselves to serving him as our 
King until death.  While on earth, we dedicate ourselves to establishing his 
kingdom, by overcoming sin, healing the sick, and being peacemakers.   

 With Baptism we formally leave the devil’s dominion, yet we continue to 
live in the world which is (still) largely under his rule, until that day when Christ 
will return and “subject all his enemies under his feet,” delivering the Kingdom to 
his Father (1 Cor 15:24-28).  The Christian life is a long struggle against evil, made 
worse by the fact we have rejected the devil.  He will pursue the children of God 
with a vengeance (Rv 12:17).  The anointing of Catechumens gives us protection 
from evil, and the anointing of Confirmation seals us with the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit, the power and authority and identity of Christ which enables us to fight evil 
and carry out all good things in the name of God.   
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 We must not doubt the power of the devil who continues as ruler of the 
world.  The devil has tremendous ability to manipulate and control worldly 
institutions, such the political establishment, the legal justice system, economics, 
communications, and entertainment.  He can also severely corrupt the religious 
establishment.  All of this can be seen in the case of Jesus, who suffered the full 
force of demonic power that had him executed as a criminal though he was 
innocent.  Pontius Pilate the Roman governor, Caiaphas the high priest, and Judas 
the apostle are case studies how the devil works through people and institutions.  In 
the last century, demonic activity was seen in the various communist systems that 
persecuted the Church and enslaved the populations.  In our own day the demonic 
hand can be seen in the new efforts of World Economic Forum and others to 
deprive liberty, enslave people and nations, and commit genocide in the name of a 
“new world order” not of God.  More than ever the battle for the Kingdom of God 
is taking place in apocalyptic ways, and Christians are called to be spiritually 
fortified through Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, and Eucharist.   

 Besides his influence in the world and its institutions, the devil has 
tremendous power in nature, over our bodies, over the “flesh.”  Pain, illness, 
suffering, and death are all consequences of the Fall.  Once again in the case of 
Jesus, this power of evil can be seen in the extreme physical torture brought to bear 
on his body through the scourging and crucifixion.  The Sacrament of Anointing is 
given especially to fight the dominion of the devil which he holds over the body, 
and it reminds us that all physical suffering is ultimately part of our spiritual 
struggle, which will see victory on the day of Resurrection.  Faith enables us to 
sacrifice the body in the fight for the Kingdom of God, knowing that it will be 
restored in a new heaven and earth.   

 Finally, the devil has tremendous power in the soul, though not directly but 
only indirectly, through temptation.  The spiritual center of man, his heart and will, 
are one place the devil cannot assert dominion, he must be freely invited.  That 
sacred sanctuary of the spirit must be preserved at all cost from his lies and 
temptations, even at the cost of losing everything in the world, and losing the body 
itself.  It is unimaginable to think of the consequences for a Christian who 
renounces Christ to fall back under the dominion of the devil, dying in a state of 
mortal sin.  What will hell be like for a soul who had attempted to renounce the 
lord of hell?  On the Cross, Jesus remained obedient to the Father despite the 
temptation to “save yourself if you are the Messiah” (Lk 23:35-37).  As a result, he 
conquered hell, and opened the gates of heaven.  He shows us the way.   

 Christians, though we live in the world and experience the temptations of the 
flesh and the devil, must strive to live as free as possible from its power over us.  
We must not fall prey to the economic slavery of greed and wealth, the politics of 
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compromise for the sake of preserving rights, the lies of media propaganda, and the 
indulgence of the flesh proffered at every turn.  Christians must form their own 
communities of support, protection, education, and sustenance.  Though we must 
live and act in the world, it must always be from a perspective of the mission to 
conquer that world for Christ, and we must avoid anything that would on the other 
hand compromise our own ability to fully live the faith and raise our families in the 
faith.  We must be vigilant with regard to media, indebtedness, and any 
associations which accomplish no good, but only give the kingdom of darkness 
another platform of influence over us.   

 Today we celebrate the Kingship of Christ, and proclaim that “Jesus is 
Lord.”  One day these words will signify the full and final victory in paradise.  
Today, they remain a battle cry.   

 


