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(Is 6:1-8 ; Lk 5:1-11) 

 Like the reading from Jeremiah last Sunday, the first reading from Isaiah 
today portrays the calling of the prophet.  Isaiah received a vision of God in the 
Temple, in which a Seraphim purifies his mouth with a burning coal from the altar.  
This is a vision re-experienced by the Church at every Mass, when the song of the 
Seraphim is echoed: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory,” and where “all of us, by the hands of your holy Angel, receive 
the most holy Body and Blood of your Son” (Eucharistic Prayer I), to purify our 
lips and our lives, and “fill us with every grace and blessing.”   

 Like Isaiah, who is able to see the spiritual reality beyond the surface 
appearance, we discover in the Sacraments of the Church the hidden presence of 
God concealed and revealed by visible symbols.  Like Isaiah (and Jeremiah), who 
recognize their own sinfulness and inadequacy as God draws near, Simon Peter 
(and every Catholic) sees himself clearly when drawing near to the person of Jesus: 
“leave me, Lord, I am a sinful man” (Lk 5:8).   

 Man is a body-soul unity, a material-spiritual composite; the body being the 
external or outward expression of the spiritual soul, the soul being the life of the 
body and its operations, and the spiritual center of the person.  Unlike angels who 
are “pure spirits,” man experiences himself as a spiritual person only in and 
through the body.  In his fallen condition, without the elevating effects of grace, 
man has the danger of reducing or limiting his life to the animal level of the body, 
seeking his fulfillment in the pleasures and delights of the flesh.   

 The spiritual dimension of the soul, including the true depths of the soul, are 
easily ignored and avoided.  By following the flesh, man tends to live a superficial 
life.  On the other hand, by investing effort to cultivate a higher spiritual life 
(through prayer, meditation, study, self-discipline and fasting), man discovers his 
truer, nobler self in God.   

 Jesus invites Simon to this richer life of faith when he tells him, “Put out 
into the deep” (Lk 5:4).  By his own human reckoning and skill as a fisherman, 
Simon came up empty the previous night (Lk 5:5).  Though reluctant and tired, 
Simon was obedient to the command of the Lord, and set out for the depths where 
he discovered the power of God, and a superabundant harvest deriving from grace.  
This is also where he would spend the rest of his life, it was the moment of his 
calling.   
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 The words of Jesus are extremely relevant today, since we live in such a 
shallow and superficial world.  The modern media has mastered “image over 
substance,” and the ability to manipulate and control through the forced language 
of political correctness, and the censoring of inquiry.  Modern education studiously 
avoids religion and philosophy.  Modern psychology denies the soul.  Our social 
and political discourse is superficiality and lies.  Even within the church there is a 
tendency to limit the Gospel to inoffensive platitudes.  We are “people of unclean 
lips, living among a people of unclean lips.”   

 Only by discovering the depths of the spirit, and the presence of God deep 
within, can we navigate the traps of the modern world, and overcome deception by 
truth.  Only through an awareness of the holiness of God, can we discover man’s 
true dignity and divine likeness.   

 Jesus today calls us to leave the world, and put away earthly ambitions.  He 
calls us to go, with him, into the depths, and commit ourselves to a serious spiritual 
life of faith.   

 


