
Rev. Glen Mullan Principles of Christian Stewardship February 20, 2022  
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

(Lk 6:39-45) 

 Each year during February we have the “Bishop’s Appeal,” and it is a good 
occasion to direct the homily toward the topic of financial stewardship.  Below are 
several important principles of Christian Stewardship.   

 
1.  Providence – Accept all financial wealth as a blessing and gift from God, who “gives us this 
day our daily bread” (Mt 6:11).  A paycheck is a sacred “trust” to be used wisely in order to 
provide for the needs of one’s family, and to do good for others.  We should “say grace” when 
receiving money and acknowledge our dependency on God who provides for our needs.   
 
2.  Work – On our part we must work, diligently and resourcefully.  Financial wealth is a fruit of 
legitimate labor, for God has established man with dominion over the earth to cultivate it for his 
own good (Gn 1:28-30).  We must develop and put our skills to use, in order to responsibly 
provide for those entrusted to us, and not become dependent on others through laziness or 
negligence. 
 
3.  Budget – Expenditures must be carefully planned in order to live within our means, pay all 
bills, avoid unnecessary debt, and ensure that our household has the basic necessities of a 
comfortable home.  Budgeting is a spiritual process that forces us to determine the true 
necessities and priorities.  Spouses must ensure that job and career do not take away from family 
and church: especially the Christian education and formation of children (Catholic school or 
homeschooling), Sunday Mass, and sufficient time to be together as a family.  Priority should be 
given to the mother being able to stay home with children.   
 
4.  Personal Conversion – We must carefully examine the habits of our personal life in order to 
avoid those expenses which prevent good stewardship and deplete financial resources meant for 
real needs.  For instance: excessive drinking and smoking; gambling; over-eating; eating out 
more than at home; impulse shopping; buying unnecessary or expensive items above what the 
budget can avoid; wasting; and spending without saving.   
 
5.  Commandments – In all financial dealings we must be honest, fair, and responsible; 
observing the Seventh Commandment.  We must avoid fraud, theft, and waste.  We must never 
steal or use what does not belong to us, without paying.  To sin because of money is to worship 
Mammon instead of God.  We must also observe the Tenth Commandment and not covet our 
neighbor’s goods, or resent that others have more than we do.  Instead, we should remember that 
Jesus said: “Blessed are the poor” (Lk 6:20), and give thanks in freedom and joy for spiritual 
riches that money cannot buy.  Money must be our servant and not our master.   
 
6.  Tithe – Just as a set portion of income must be paid as “taxes” to the state; we must happily 
and freely offer a fixed portion of income as a “tithe” for the holy works of God.  According to 
the Law of Moses (Lv 27:30), this obligation should be 10% of total income, but “to whom more 
is given, more is required” (Lk 12:47-48).  The major part of the tithe should be given for the 
support and maintenance of the local church, which is the responsibility of local Catholics to 
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fund; but we also need to contribute to the needs of the diocese and universal church, and other 
charities that are important to us.  Tithing is a moral obligation, a matter of “justice.”  A tithe is 
not a donation or “generosity.”   
 
7.  Generosity – In all things, including money, we need to live generously as Jesus taught (in 
today’s Gospel), trusting in God, and giving to those who ask or who are in need, without 
expecting return.  “Give, and it will be given to you, good measure, overflowing” (Lk 6:38).  “It 
is in giving that we receive” (St. Francis).   
 
8.  Last Will – As part of stewardship we need to consider how our earthly belongings will be 
given away after or before death, to benefit ourselves, others, and the church.  Jesus told us that 
if we wish to follow him we must give away our possessions (Mt 19:21-22), and death is our 
final opportunity to do so.  Like budgeting, creating a Last Will is a spiritual exercise by which 
we take stock of the meaning of our life as something lived for the glory of God, a sacrifice and 
gift offered back to Him in response to the gift of life that He gave us.  By preparing careful 
instructions and communicating them to loved ones, we help our family grow in love, and 
prevent unnecessary family conflicts.   

 


