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(Lk 15:11-32) 

 As we continue to examine our conscience this Lent in preparation for the 
Sacrament of Confession, let us look at the Fourth, Seventh, and Tenth 
Commandments.   

 The first three commandments direct us to the love and fear of God, whose 
authority over our lives is the basis of all moral obligation.  The fourth 
commandment is the first which deals with our fellow man, and it pertains to our 
most fundamental human relationships within the family.  God establishes man 
with parents exercising His authority over their children.  This divine authority will 
also extend to the larger civil sphere, but it begins at home.   

 Children are commanded to honor and obey their parents, and the primary 
motive for this is fear of the Lord, whose authority parents exercise.  When the 
prodigal son acknowledges his sin in the Gospel, he confesses to his father, “I have 
sinned against heaven and against you” (Lk 15:18).  Parents have the duty to train 
and guide their children in the ways of God, helping them to achieve salvation.  
This includes discipline and punishment when necessary.  The authority of parents 
over children is their primary protection from the devil.  As children grow, they 
will accept more of the responsibility for making decisions, but always under the 
guidance and direction of their parents, until such time as they can stand on their 
own feet as responsible adults in their own right.  For young adults, the fourth 
commandment therefore obliges not only obedience, but cooperation and a trusting 
openness in communication.  Parents “need to know” what is going on in order to 
fulfill their duties effectively.   

 The fourth commandment requires parents to carefully examine themselves 
as to the responsibilities they are exercising in raising children.  Are they providing 
the basic necessities according to their means?  Are they closely supervising and 
ensuring their academic education and spiritual formation?  Are they investing the 
time and energy necessary to give each child proper and personal attention?  Are 
they working together as husband and wife to maintain a stable and loving home?  
It is impossible for parents to adequately fulfill the fourth commandment, without 
keeping the sixth.  Sins against marriage always undermine the family, and harm 
the children.   

 “Family” is a sacred communion, which reflects in human nature, the 
Trinitarian life of God.  All family members have the duty to maintain and 
strengthen the bonds of love by which they are given to each other.  The members 
of a family are providentially “customized” for each other’s benefit and holiness.  
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The father’s efforts to love both his sons in the parable shows the important duty of 
parents to persevere in the task of keeping a family, despite the failures of sin.   

 The seventh commandment upholds the right to enjoy the fruits of labor.  
God alone is the absolute master and owner of all things, but in His image man is a 
true steward of goods which are given and entrusted to him, and particularly those 
for which he has worked.  The sin of stealing violates the social order established 
by God, and the dignity of man.  Stealing means taking as our own what belongs to 
another.  It can be material goods, or intellectual work.   

 The prodigal son “stole” from his father in a very pernicious way.  He 
justified his theft under the guise of “entitlement”: “Give me the share that is 
coming to me” (Lk 15:12).  There is no such entitlement.  We are “entitled” only to 
that for which we worked.  It is particularly important to examine our conscience 
with regard to the many things we have received through the generosity and 
sacrifice of others; that we not be guilty of the selfish “take-what-I-can-get” 
mentality that views all these gifts as our natural privilege.  Though parents 
provide everything necessary for their children, they must not “spoil” them by 
failing to teach the lesson of hard work and responsible stewardship.   

 The prodigal son proceeded to commit yet another sin against the seventh 
commandment: “he squandered and spent freely” (Lk 15:13-14).  Even when we 
legitimately worked for our material wealth, we are still not free to do as we 
please.  We have the responsibility to use wealth and material goods wisely and 
responsibly, not selfishly.  We have a right to enjoy good things in moderation and 
unselfishly, but not squander or dissipate resources on selfish pleasure.   

 The seventh commandment also has important ramifications in the realm of 
society and economics.  It obliges workers to fully earn their living through honest 
work and not cheat their employer.  It also obliges employers to pay an honest and 
just wage that balances the budgetary needs of the business with the need of the 
worker to provide for his family and not fall into servitude (slavery).  Business 
ethics requires that social good of the person be the end and goal, and not simply 
financial profit.  Economics must moderate between the capitalist tendency to 
exploit people through greed for the greatest profit, and the socialist/communist 
tendency to control people by promising equality and redistribution of wealth.  
Usury is the sin by which a person or their property is used (taken advantage of) by 
another without any benefit to the owner.   

 The tenth commandment is related to the seventh, as the ninth is related to 
the sixth. Whereas stealing is an “external” sin, “covetousness” is an interior sin.  
The Bible teaches, and Jesus strongly reiterated throughout his teachings, that sin 
can be and often is, entirely hidden in the heart.  And when a sin such as stealing 
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comes to fruition in a man’s life, it often began earlier in his illicit desires and 
wishes.   

 We must not desire what belongs to another, but instead be content with 
what is our own and recognize the way in which God blesses us.  Instead of living 
in the fantasy of “if only,” we must live in the reality of the here and now, and look 
for the graces and opportunities that are in fact before us.  Covetousness is a 
terrible ingratitude, highly offensive to the Good God who is so generous to His 
children.   

 The prodigal son violated the seventh commandment, but the older son 
violated the tenth commandment, and it is was a much more damaging sin in the 
end.  One of the greatest sins which falls under the tenth commandment is envy.  
Envy adds to covetousness the element of hatred.  Not only do I wish I had the 
fatted calf which my brother has, I begrudge it to him and am deeply resentful, 
because I feel he doesn’t deserve it.  With envy it is not even necessary that I want 
what my neighbor has, it is simply that I resent my neighbor for what he has.  The 
younger son selfishly felt entitled to squander his share of the inheritance.  The 
older son selfishly felt his brother was not entitled to the banquet of the father’s 
generosity and reconciliation.  “It is not fair” that the sun shines on the just and 
unjust unlike, and often seems to shine more brightly for the unjust (Mt 5:45).  The 
father explained to the older son that there was nothing unfair or unjust in what he 
did for the younger brother; nothing was taken from older.  “Everything I have is 
yours” (Lk 15:31).   

 Covetousness is the sin by which we are divided from our fellow man, our 
brother, due to material goods.  It is often those who most self-righteously preach a 
social gospel of equality and fairness (socialists, Marxists, communists) who end 
up guilty of the worst violations and injustices.   

 As we celebrate the Sacrament of Confession this Lent, recognizing and 
repenting of our sins, let us therefore examine our conscience with regard to the 
importance of the family, and fundamental role of material goods to provide for the 
needs of family life.   

 


