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(Jn 20:19-31) 

 The Divine Mercy devotion is new in the church, originating in the last 100 
years since the Risen Lord appeared in visions to a holy nun in Poland, sister 
Faustina Kowalska.  The Lord revealed to her more fully the depth and meaning of 
the Gospel, why the Son of God became man, and gave his life as a ransom for sin.  
Particularly, he asked sister Faustina to help mankind understand the richness of 
God’s mercy, since many continue in sin and condemnation.   

 The devotion of the Divine Mercy is similar to another devotion which has 
also been very popular and widespread in the church, that of the Sacred Heart.  
Here too, the Lord appeared to a holy nun, sister Margaret Mary Alacoque, and 
explained to her more deeply the mysteries of the Incarnation and Redemption.  
Particularly, he asked sister Margaret Mary to help mankind understand the rich 
cost of God’s love, which so many take for granted.   

 The importance of that earlier devotion to the Sacred Heart is evidenced by 
how many churches have been dedicated to the Lord under this title, including 
three parishes within our own local county of San Patricio (Sinton, Odem, Mathis).  
The Divine Mercy is now more popular, probably because the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy is very simple and easy to pray on the traditional Rosary beads, and does 
not take long.  Yet the two devotions are very closely related.   

 Both the Divine Mercy and Sacred Heart devotions focus on Jesus’ heart.  In 
the Sacred Heart devotion, Jesus points to his heart which is on fire, and circled 
with thorns.  In the Divine Mercy devotion, Jesus also points to his heart, which 
radiates two brilliant streams of light, red and white.  The Sacred Heart draws our 
attention to the Cross, Good Friday; the Divine Mercy draws our attention to the 
Resurrection, Easter Sunday.  But each devotion also directs us to a characteristic 
or quality of Jesus’ heart: his love, and his mercy.   

 This is what one finds in Jesus’ heart: love and mercy.  They are “two sides 
of the same coin.”  This is what every person experiences who knows the Lord.  
But it is not merely a human love (which is always slightly selfish) or a human 
mercy (which is never perfect), rather it is Divine Love and Divine Mercy.  The 
heart of Jesus is the Heart of God.   

 Devotion to the Divine Mercy helps us appreciate that in Christ there is no 
condemnation.  For instance, we remember what Jesus said to the woman caught in 
adultery: “I do not condemn you” (Jn 8:11).  Or that famous passage from the 
Gospel of St John: “God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him” (Jn 3:17; 12:47).  Or St. Paul: “There 
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is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rm 8:1).  There is in 
Christ only mercy, and this mercy is available to all sinners, even the greatest.  
Those who find themselves condemned on the day of judgement do so due to their 
own pride, hard-heartedness, and failure to repent and accept God’s Mercy.   

 The washing away of sin is the first order of the Resurrection, and it is why 
Divine Mercy Sunday is established on this day.  As soon as Jesus greets the 
apostles in his first Resurrection appearance to the Church on Easter Sunday, he 
empowers and sends the apostles to forgive sin.  This will take place through 
Baptism, but also through the particular juridical authority which he gives them to 
remove sins in the Sacrament of Penance: “whose sins you forgive are forgiven” 
(Jn 20:23).   

 The Divine Mercy does more than “forgive,” however.  The word translated 
as “forgive/forgiven” in St. John’s Gospel is “aphiémi,” which first of all means 
“to send away” or “leave.”  Therefore n the sacred words of the Sacrament of 
Penance, the Church deliberately avoids the word “forgive” and uses instead the 
word “absolve.”  Speaking in the person of Christ, the priest says: “I absolve you 
of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
Forgiveness remits the debt owed by sin, its punishment or consequences.  The 
Divine Mercy goes further in that it removes the sin itself.  Guilt is taken away 
entirely, and what had been the “punishment due to sin” now becomes the 
medicinal “penance” of sin, which heals.  Instantaneously, the person is restored to 
the pure state of their original Baptism.   

 In the Resurrection of the New Creation, sin will be no more, and will 
simply not exist.  The Divine Mercy will accomplish the impossible. 

 


