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(Lk 22-23) 

 For almost two thousand years, the followers of Jesus have remembered and 
recounted the various details of his death.  After they were written down in the 
Gospels, these have been proclaimed solemnly in the Church’s formal liturgical 
celebrations, even as we do today.   

 We do not simply recall and recount these details of the Passion, we take an 
active part in the mystery, which though it occurred historically two thousand years 
ago, yet continues to be a living reality, a “lived memory” for us today.  Though 
we were not present two thousand years ago, yet we are present to that event, and 
we personally suffer with the Lord as did his disciples of the first generation.   

 During Holy Week, the Church “remembers” in the biblical way of 
remembering, “anamnesis,” a memorial which participates and makes present the 
past event.  As we take up our palms and enter the church today, we join with the 
crowd who first waved palm branches and spread their cloaks before the Messiah.  
And as we celebrate the Last Supper later this week, or kiss the wood of the Cross 
on Friday, and keep vigil into the night on Holy Saturday, we deepen our own 
personal faith in Christ, understand more profoundly the meaning of his sacrificial 
death, and help the next generation learn the details of their Christian faith, which 
begins and ends with the death and Resurrection of Jesus.   

 The Church never forgets the details of his Passion, they are all important: 
the bread and wine, Body and Blood, betrayal, sweating blood, midnight kiss, cock 
crow, accusations, lies, condemnation, mockery, scourging, nailing, dice, darkness.  
There never was an injustice like that committed against the Son of God.  He was 
executed as a criminal, subjected to the worst form of pain and execution known to 
the Romans, yet he was completely innocent and holy.   

 “This is the time for the power of darkness” (Lk 22:53).  Holy Week reveals 
fully how the world is under the dominion of the devil, and how it is a kingdom of 
darkness for man.  Were it not for the constant intervention of good angels, all of 
our human life would quickly become this “hell on earth.”   

 In the culmination of this overwhelming evil, there is a beautiful moment of 
light and grace.  One of the criminals grasps that there is more to Jesus and his 
death than meets the eye.  He recognizes that the admonition to “come down from 
the cross” is a taunt from the devil, who is exerting that power.  The dominion of 
Jesus, however, is something beyond the power of death.   

 He turns to Jesus with an act of complete faith: “Jesus, remember me, when 
you come into your Kingdom” (Lk 23:42).  And Jesus promises him paradise, “this 
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day” (Lk 23:43).  In that moment the condemned man experiences peace and the 
grace of salvation.  The Kingdom of God is not of this world, but it does already 
begin in this life, and it begins in a place where the devil cannot exert any 
dominion unless it is freely given to him, in the heart and will.   

 In the midst of all the terrible evil of Holy Week, the Church has 
remembered how even then there were glimpses of hope, which would be fully 
unveiled by the empty tomb on Sunday.  Even as the condemned men die on 
Calvary, the devil’s victory is being taken from him.   

 We will all have a share in the Cross.  But we need to remember that that is 
what it is.  When a friend betrays, when we are unjustly accused, when we suffer 
physical pain, there are powers of darkness at work which are bigger than human 
or natural events.  Like the criminal, we may partially or fully deserve some of that 
suffering, given that we are not innocent.  Nevertheless, on a deeper spiritual level 
something else is taking place: our participation with the Lord in the work of 
redemption.  By asking Jesus to “remember me,” we are asking him to see our 
plight, but also to receive it as an offering.  The good thief did not ask to come 
down from the Cross, but rather to be united with Jesus in the Cross.   

 This week we must put aside all distractions, and free our time for the great 
liturgies of the Holy Week Triduum.  We must keep the Passion before our mind, 
and in our heart.  It is not merely the model for our life, it is our pathway to life.   

 


