
Rev. Glen Mullan  What If? June 12, 2022  
Holy Trinity (C) 

(Prv 8:22-31; Ps 8) 

 The first reading from the book of Proverbs proclaims the wisdom of God by 
which He made the world.  God’s Wisdom is depicted as an active “person,” in a 
way distinct from God, who was “poured forth” or begotten of God as the 
“beginning” of His ways, “before” the earth was made.   

 This riddle of the Old Testament is solved by the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, which proclaims that the Wisdom of God, His “Logos” or “Word,” was 
with God in the beginning, eternally proceeding as the Son from the Father: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (Jn 
1:1).  Or as we say in the Creed: “Born of the Father before all ages, God from 
God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father.”   

 Proverbs describes how the world came about through a dialogue between 
God and His Wisdom, between the Father and the Son, and that God created the 
world “through” or according to His Wisdom: “I was His craftsman” (Prv 8:30).  
The Gospel reiterates this: “All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was not anything made that was made” (Jn 1:3), which is also repeated in 
the Creed: “Through him all things were made.”   

 Creation, then, is a product of God’s mind, His wisdom, His “imagination,” 
this inner dialogue that takes place between Father and Son.  Creation is a great 
divine thought of “what if?”, a mental experiment which is both intriguing and 
delightful to Almighty God.   

 God not only thought about and considered this object of enjoyment, the 
Father actually brings it into being through the Son (by the power of their Holy 
Spirit).  What He “spoke” in the Logos happened: God said “Let there be” light 
and space and time and earth, and there was light and a universe (Gn 1).   

 If you want to know the mind of God therefore, study His great work of 
creation.  But don’t just study it as a scientist or technician trying to figure out how 
atoms and chemicals work.  Study it to understand what kind of a mind would 
make something like this.   

 God, in His Mind, is infinitely and excessively removed from anything 
which might be boring, predictable, staid, or tame.  The creation immediately 
reveals how God loves contrasts, even to the extremes.  The light contrasts 
darkness, cataclysmic forces contrast with the gentlest movements, the heat 
contrasts the cold.  Yet it is not chaotic.  Everything exists in complete order, 
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balance, and harmony, and beauty.  Within this system of extremes is a world of 
infinite diversity and possibility.   

 God takes the “what if” a step further with the injection of “life” into this 
creation, a divine principle of fecundity governed by intelligent response and 
interaction with the environment.  Here the playful and imaginative Mind of God 
takes even greater delight, as He cobbles together every manner of insect, fish, 
bird, and beast imaginable.  And pits them against one another and the forces of 
nature to test and display every possible skill as each creature seeks to survive 
against all odds.  The mind of a young child seeing a spider weave a web, or the 
chicks in a nest for the first time, most closely approximates the Wisdom of God, 
who “delighted and played before Him all the while” (Prv 8:30).   

 And finally this is superseded by the greatest “what if” of all, as God and 
His Wisdom discuss: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, with 
dominion” (Gn 1:26).  In other words, let’s make a creature within this world who, 
like Us, can also behold, comprehend, understand, and enjoy it.  A creature, like 
Us, who also has Mind, Spirit, and Will.  A creature, like Us, who also has 
dominion and creative ability.  What if?  Within the physical world, God creates 
another “world,” the moral world of man.  “What is man that you should be 
mindful of him… You have made him little less than the angels and crowned him 
with glory and honour, putting all things under his feet” (Ps 8).   

 Yet even this is incomprehensibly superseded when God, in order to most 
fully contemplate every possibility of His great work, especially the work of 
‘man,’ desires to comprehend and experience it from within.  The Logos, God’s 
divine Wisdom, “through whom all things were made,” entered the work of his 
hands and “became flesh, and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14).  “He came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 
man.”   

 Most of the church calendar is devoted to the life, death, and resurrection of 
that Word-Made-Flesh, Jesus Christ.  But on this one Sunday, the Church brings 
before her children the first and greatest mystery of them all, prior to Christ: the 
mystery of God Himself, in Himself; a mystery we begin to appreciate first by 
studying the world of physical nature, then by studying man, then by studying 
Christ.   

 


