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(Lk 10:1-20) 

 St. John Paul II said, “As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the 
whole world in which we live.”1  Celebrating this “Fourth of July” weekend, we are 
acutely aware that things are not going so well with the nation.  Our response must 
be to look at Catholic families.   

 Jesus looked out upon a world dominated by the power of Rome, and like 
our own day, given up to the ways of Sodom and Gomorrah.  At the same time, he 
saw the great potential for harvest from among those gentile pagans, and it was 
among them that he sent his apostles, to establish the Kingdom of God.  Though he 
sends them into a difficult situation, “like lambs among wolves” (10:3), he is 
confident of their success.   

 The Gospel (Lk 10) shows Jesus giving instructions to the disciples for 
carrying out this mission.  Jesus sends them out “in pairs” (10:1).  It is not possible 
to carry out the work of God alone.  Even today when priests might be assigned 
individually to a parish, they have to have a companion close at hand with whom 
to share and consult, whether it be a brother priest, or spiritual advisor.   

 On one level, the instructions of the Gospel apply to those apostles who have 
dedicated their lives to serve the church: the priests, religious, and especially 
missionaries.  But on a closer reading they apply to all disciples, and especially to 
the married.  As John Paul II proclaimed so prominently throughout his teachings, 
the role of the family is paramount in the evangelization of the world.   

 When giving marriage instruction, I always use this Gospel to remind the 
young couple that they are being called, ordained, and sent by the Lord.  It is one 
of the reasons why Catholics have to be married before the altar, in church, and 
why it is not sufficient to be married civilly or simply living together.  The 
Sacrament of Matrimony is another Sacrament of “ordination,” one that establishes 
an office, with authority and power to act in God’s name.  It is a sacrament that 
“sends,” a sacrament for the evangelization of the world.   

 In matrimony, Jesus “pairs” two disciples together for a lifelong mission.  
The couple often think they “chose” each other.  But for the Christian it is deeper 
than that.  Though we actively discern and consent, it is God and His angels who 
arrange the encounters and provide the prompts, testing and challenging us to 
choose wisely.  Catholics understand that marriage is a “calling,” a vocation to 
serve, and deference is given to the initiative of the Lord in choosing one’s spouse.  

                                                 
1 Homily of John Paul II, Perth, Australia, 11/30/1986, 4 
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When validly married, that choice must never be doubted, and the focus must 
always turn to the higher mission.   

 Jesus sends his disciples, thus yoked as a pair, into a town, a neighborhood, 
into a home.  Their home.  And he tells them to give peace to those who live there.  
This is his Peace, the peace of God’s Kingdom.  The first obligation of the newly-
wed (or long-wed) couple is to establish God’s peace in their home.  They must 
give this peace to each other first of all, loving, respecting, serving, and helping.  
And then they must insist upon this peace among their children, a peace founded 
upon genuine love and reverence, and the presence of Christ himself.   

 Jesus tells his disciples not to worry about money or provisions (10:4).  It is 
a theme throughout his teachings.  It’s not that they are not important or necessary, 
but we must “seek first the Kingdom of God, and all these things shall be 
provided” (Mt 6:33).  Spouses and parents need to understand what are “means to 
an end,” and what the end or goal really is; what is subordinated to what.  The 
mission is not to have a career, but to establish God’s Kingdom in new souls, for 
the sake of which a career may be necessary.  The Christian mission is made more 
difficult, and even impeded, when both parents have to work outside the home.   

 Jesus stresses the need to remain in one house (10:7), and from that house 
practice hospitality, where others may benefit from one’s generosity.  Stability is 
essential to the life of the church, and especially to the life of the family.  This 
command is an indirect prohibition against adultery, divorce, and remarriage.  
Parents need to live in one house together, their own home, and not be tempted to 
live in someone else’s home, working someone else’s field.   

 “Eat what is set before you” (10:8).  As in the Eucharist of the parish church, 
the nourishment of family meals is essential to the mission.  Humans don’t simply 
“eat food,” we “share meals.”  Human bonds and relationships are nourishment as 
much as bodily victuals.  A family must be built on this communion of souls, 
shared and expressed in the domestic eucharist.  Family meals should not just be 
on holidays such as this weekend, or Thanksgiving, or Christmas, but every 
Sunday, and every day if possible.   

 “Cure the sick” (10:9).  More than hospitals, homes are places where the 
sick find care and healing.  Whether it is children or the elderly, God blesses his 
married disciples with abundant gifts for caring and nursing the ill.  And this 
healing extends also to the psychological, emotional, and spiritual challenges faced 
by children as they grow up, and in the relational conflicts that arise among family 
members.  To be a peacemaker is to be a healer.   

 The disciples are amazed to find demons submitting to them (10:17), and 
Jesus explains they have been given abundant power from on high over all the 



-3- 

powers of evil (10:19).  In the anointing of Confirmation, and again in the 
Sacrament of Matrimony, the Holy Spirit is given so that the disciples can act “in 
the name of God.”  Parents exercise God’s own authority over their children, and 
are fully equipped in the Holy Spirit to protect their home and children from the 
devil and the powers of evil.  Parents teach, and bless their children in God’s 
Name.   

 But in order for Satan to “fall like lightning,” these charisms must be 
actively engaged and applied.  And to do that a strong daily life of prayer, 
particularly shared prayer by the couple, is essential, together with a strong 
Sacramental life in the church.  This is where the role of priests becomes important 
in the Church.  The priests, and the parishes, exist in service and support of 
families, who are in fact the “front line” of the Church’s spiritual warfare in the 
world.2  Missionary parents receive ongoing grace, guidance, nourishment, 
teaching, healing, and rehabilitation through the Sacraments and liturgies of the 
Church.  This they bring with them to the home, and the world.   

 Christian families live as “lambs among wolves” (10:3).  They live in a 
godless and immoral “Sodom and Gomorrah” (10:12) which is being spared only 
because they themselves are dwelling in its midst (cf. Gn 18:16-34).  Without 
strong moral and religious principles, it will be impossible to survive this polluted 
environment.  Christian missionary parents need to be vigilant to the dangers and 
attacks being waged constantly against their household.  The immoral and demon-
possessed citizens of Sodom sought to pressure the religious and “politically 
incorrect” family of Lot into accepting their evil ways (cf. Gn 19:9).  God’s people 
had to resist, and even leave if necessary.   

 We are sent into the world to evangelize, but if like Lot’s wife we start to 
succumb to the evil seduction of the world (Gn 19:26), we need to act quickly for 
protection.  Christian parents, likewise, need to be prepared to “flee” (Gn 19:17) if 
the faith is being threatened, and as Jesus says, “wipe the dirt of that town from 
your feet” (10:11) so that it can do no further damage.  Parents may have to pull 
their children out of public schools, throw the television away, or otherwise cut off 
the influence of social media that seeks to replace their own role.  Christians have 
to be prepared to “stand against,” and give witness through public signs that they 
do not go along with everyone (10:10-11).  They are sent to conquer the world, not 
be conquered by it.   

 If the family prays together, and first of all the husband and wife; if they are 
knowledgeable in the faith; if they regularly communicate and share their 
concerns; if they are open with each other and ready to admit their mistakes and 
                                                 
2 And not the other way around. 
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weaknesses, seeking help; if teenagers cherish the coaching their parents have to 
offer in all matters of life and relationships; if that family inculcates each Sunday 
lesson from the Word of God and feeds upon the Bread of Life; try as he might the 
devil will not succeed in destroying that family (10:18).  Instead, that family will 
have a far-reaching impact beyond the house in which they live.   

 As we look to our nation this weekend, let us remember this Gospel, and 
those words of profound truth spoken by the Church: “As the family goes, so goes 
the nation.” 

 


