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(Gn 18:20-32; Lk 11:1-13) 

 Last week the Gospel of Martha and Mary gave opportunity to reflect on 
how we must balance work and prayer, but giving priority to prayer as the 
foundation.  In today’s Gospel Jesus teaches how to pray.   

 Prayer is a struggle.  “We do not know how to pray as we ought” (Rm 8:26).  
In prayer, a human creature is talking to God.  There is a great chasm of difference 
between man and God that must be bridged: human thoughts vs. God’s thoughts, 
human language vs. God’s language.  The Holy Spirit is given to help us find that 
expressive language due to our weakness (cf. Rm 8:26), and Jesus gives us the 
Lord’s Prayer (cf. Lk 11:2-4) to help us find the words.   

 Besides the limitations of nature there is sin which makes prayer difficult, 
because it causes a situation of darkness and confusion.  Within the soul of man are 
a multiplicity of thoughts, desires, intentions, expectations, and motives.  When we 
try to pray, we hardly even know Whom we are speaking with, how to speak, what 
we are asking for, and why.   

 Jesus teaches the Lord’s prayer to help us overcome some of the problems of 
confusion.  We learn what to pray for, and the manner in which to ask.  But Jesus 
also provides the parable of the “midnight neighbor” to illustrate the importance of 
perseverance in prayer, despite awkwardness.  At first the request is rejected, but 
the man’s persistence is rewarded in the end.   

 Likewise, the first reading illustrates the importance of dogged persistence in 
prayer.  Abraham is speaking with God and trying to understand the mystery of his 
judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham is personally concerned about 
this, since his nephew Lot lives there.  Abraham questions God repeatedly, and 
comes to a greater understanding of God’s thinking with regard to mercy and 
justice.  With each question, his human thinking is transformed and purified, and 
with each question his knowledge of God increases.   

 Persevering prayer gradually achieves this peeling away of the layers of 
human error and misconception, and the layers are many.  Jesus says no father will 
hand his son a scorpion when he asks for an egg (Lk 11:12).  How could one ever 
confuse a scorpion with an egg?  The fact is, we do it all the time.  We think we are 
asking for an egg, but God sees it is really a harmful scorpion.  Or conversely, we 
think God is handing us a painful scorpion, when in reality it is an egg that is good 
for our soul.  Prayer causes us to look at the “thing” more closely, layer by layer, 
and see it in the full light of God’s truth and God’s will.  Or perhaps it is better to 
say that prayer peels back the encrusted layers of our soul (prejudices, fears, selfish 
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motives, errors and deceptions, self-will) allowing us to find the humble child-like 
center from which we can finally speak honestly and humbly, and fully trusting.  
Through prayer, we slowly acquire union of our mind with the mind of God, our 
heart with the heart of God, and our will with the will of God.   

 Jesus possessed the face-to-face vision of God fully in his humanity.  His 
prayer was therefore the fullness of the Beatific Vision.  For us the fullness of 
prayer will not be achieved until the next life.  Therefore, in this life prayer is the 
ongoing journey toward heaven, and perseverance is its most important 
characteristic.  Under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit, as the darkness and 
distractions slowly give way, prayer will begin to give glimmers of the vision of 
God, and its language will begin to become clearer.  Above all, the relationship 
with God our Father will solidify.   

 Let us therefore take up the attitude of the midnight neighbor, and that of 
Abraham, and not allow the imperfection and awkwardness of our efforts to hold 
us back.  Ask and ask again, seek and keep questioning, knock and do not stop 
knocking.   

 


