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The following is the mission statement for the St. Bartholomew Children’s 

Choir as found on the parish website: 

The St. Bartholomew Children's Choir is a parish ministry that allows children in grades 

3 through 8 the opportunity to serve the parish community in the context of liturgy. 

The Children's Choir is an integral part of the 10am Children's Liturgies, leading 

worship during the Children's Liturgy of the Word. They also support the singing of the 

congregation and offer anthems related to the Scriptures of the day with the goal of 

raising hearts and minds to the worship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Our philosophy regarding children’s Music Ministry: 

Research involving children and music has proven that children who actively engage in 

music experiences exhibit growth in non-musical as well as musical areas.  With this in 

mind, our rehearsal goals are not only musical, but behavioral and spiritual as well. We 

seek to help each child develop solid musical skills in the context of healthy choral 

singing.  By working together, we develop a choir culture which builds community 

within the larger parish community. Our anthems (music for just the choir to sing) are 

carefully selected as a means of reflection on the Scriptures of the day, the liturgical 

season, or the feast or event being celebrated. Rehearsals always include some 

connection to the Liturgical Calendar, the communion of saints, or other aspects of our 

Catholic faith such that catechesis is an integral part of what we do. 

Rationale for regular rehearsal attendance: 

Learning a choir anthem may take up to 5 rehearsals.  The children’s choir is always 

seeking to be musically well prepared. New anthems are introduced often, and the 

ones we have started are being refined bit by bit. We build from week to week.  A child 

who misses a lot of rehearsals will usually not be prepared to sing on a given Sunday. 

We hope that all children can attend most rehearsals not only to learn the music but to 

be a familiar part of the choir culture and have a sense of belonging. 

 
Our annual community service day: 

Each January on Epiphany Sunday, the St. Bartholomew Children’s Choir visits a local 

nursing home and leads a Christmas Carol sing-along with the residents. We all sing 

together, concluding the Christmas season with joyful singing. There are no rehearsals 

for this event which is one reason parents are encouraged to sing or listen to 

traditional Christmas Carols at home with their children. We use original lyrics because 

we believe those are the words the residents will remember. The song booklet we use 

at the nursing home (texts only) is available for the asking.  
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(This page has been left blank intentionally.  Feel free to 

use it for your notes). 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 

September 2016 – June 2017 

 

Rehearsals:     Liturgies: 

September 14, 21, 28    (No liturgies in September) 

October 5, 12, 19, 26     October 9, 23 

November 2, 9, 16, 30    November 13, 27 

(No rehearsal 11/23, Thanksgiving Eve) 

 

December 7, 14, 21     December 4, 11, 18, 24 

(No rehearsal 12/28) 

January 4, 18, 25     January 8♰ , 11*, 12*, 22 

(No rehearsal 1/11 due to First Penance) 

February 1, 8, 15, 22     February 12, 26 

 

March 8, 15, 22, 29     March 5, 12, 19, 26 

(No rehearsal 3/1 Ash Wednesday) 

 

April 5, 12, 26     April 2, 9, 13 (Holy Thursday), 

(No rehearsal 04/19, Easter Week)    ‡First Holy Communion Saturday April 

22,   

Sunday Liturgy April 23, 

       ‡First Holy Communion Saturday April 29 

 

May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 (Pizza Party)   May ‡First Holy Communion 

Saturday May 6, 

Sunday Liturgies May 14, 28 

June 4 (Pentecost Sunday)     

Wednesday rehearsals are 4:30 to 5:30 in the church.  Please be on time. 

We will begin on time. Our hour goes by quickly! 

Sunday liturgies require early arrival to the Kindergarten room with a 

warm-up start time of 9:20.  Late comers may be asked to remain in a pew 

with family members. 

If you are following the schedule month-by-month, be sure to note 

whether the first event of a particular month is a Sunday liturgy or a 
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rehearsal. Even better, put all of the above dates on your home or personal 

calendar! 

PLEASE READ this page of the schedule for more information regarding 

Christmas Eve, other special liturgies, and dates marked with special characters * 

or ♰ , or ‡. 

December 24
th

, Christmas Eve, has warm-up time of 3:10 sharp.  Mass begins at 

4:00, but the choir will be singing in church at approximately 3:50PM.  Please be 

prepared to go into the church once you drop off your child as the church fills up 

quickly on Christmas Eve. 

♰ January 8
th

 will be our community service day.  We will sing at the 10AM Mass 

and meet in the afternoon to sing at a local nursing home.  That will be followed by 

an ice cream/Christmas party, location TBD. 

*January liturgies marked with an asterisk (*) are First Penance Services.  They 

are in the evening on consecutive weeknights. (January 11 and 12). Details will be 

included in a separate communication. 

‡April 22nd, April 29
th

 and May 6th are the scheduled dates for First Holy 

Communion Masses. Each of those dates falls on a Saturday morning, with a 

warm-up time of 9:10AM!  Having a well-represented Children’s Choir at each of 

these Masses is extremely important.  Please do your best to make a commitment 

to these dates. 

Regarding absences:  As a courtesy, please inform Mrs. DeFreitas if your child has 

to miss a rehearsal or a liturgy so that your child may be excused. Please try to call 

or send your message before the rehearsal or event, if possible.  Please send an 

email to Mrs. DeFreitas at JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com or leave a text at 908-421-

5784. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER:  In case the weather should result in the cancellation of a 

rehearsal or a Mass, every family will receive a phone call.  An email will be sent as 

well, if possible. (In general, if St. Bartholomew School is closed, there is no 

rehearsal.  You will be contacted anyway). 

Choir Robes:  The Children’s Choir usually begins to wear choir robes in 

December. There will be an announcement about the first Sunday robes will be 

available.  Until that time the children will wear black and white. See the separate 

page in this handbook about what to wear to Mass. 

THANK YOU FOR READING!  I KNOW THIS IS A LOT OF INFORMATION.  I 

APPRECIATE YOUR ATTENTION TO THESE PAGES.  Please contact me if you 

have any questions.  May God bless our choir year! 

mailto:JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR SCHEDULE 

FALL, 2016 (2-sided) 

DATE TIME EVENT 

September 14 4:30pm Rehearsal 

September 21 4:30pm Rehearsal 

September 28 4:30pm Rehearsal 

October 5 4:30pm Rehearsal 

October 9 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

October 12 4:30pm Rehearsal 

October 19 4:30pm Rehearsal 

October 23 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

October 26 4:30pm Rehearsal 

November 2 4:30pm Rehearsal 

November 9 4:30pm Rehearsal 

November 13 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

November 16 4:30pm Rehearsal 

November 23 NO REHEARSAL Day Before Thanksgiving 

November 27 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (1st Sunday 

of Advent 

November 30 4:30pm Rehearsal 

December 4 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (2nd Sunday 

of Advent) 

December 7 4:30pm Rehearsal 

December 11 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (3rd Sunday 

of Advent) 

December 14 4:30pm Rehearsal 

December 18 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (4th Sunday 

of Advent 
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December 21 4:30pm Rehearsal 

December 24 4pm (**3:10pm call**) Christmas Eve Children’s 

Liturgy 

December 28 NO REHEARSAL  

January 4 4:30pm Rehearsal 

January 8 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (Epiphany) 

January 11 7pm (**6:10pm call**) First Penance 

January 12 7pm (**6:20pm call**) First Penance 

January 18 4:30pm Rehearsal 

 

NOTE: FIRST COMMUNION MASSES IN 2017 WILL TAKE 

PLACE ON THE FOLLOWING DATES: APRIL 22, APRIL 29, AND 

MAY 6 AT 10AM.  THE CALL TIME FOR THE CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR WILL BE PROMPTLY AT 9:10AM!  IT IS EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANT THAT THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR BE WELL 

REPRESENTED AT THESE MASSES, SO PLEASE MARK THESE 

DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR ACCORDINGLY. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR SCHEDULE 

SPRING, 2017 (2-sided) 

DATE TIME EVENT 

January 4 4:30pm Rehearsal 

January 8 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (Epiphany) 

January 11 7pm (**6:10pm call**) First Penance (No Rehearsal) 

January 12 7pm (**6:20pm call**) First Penance 

January 18 4:30pm Rehearsal 

January 22 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

January 25 4:30pm Rehearsal 

February 1 4:30pm Rehearsal 

February 8 4:30pm Rehearsal 

February 12 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

February 15 4:30pm Rehearsal 

February 22 4:30pm Rehearsal 

February 26 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

March 1 NO REHEARSAL Ash Wednesday 

March 5 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (1st Sunday 

of Lent) 

March 8 4:30pm Rehearsal 

March 12 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (2nd Sunday 

of Lent) 

March 15 4:30pm Rehearsal 

March 19 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (3rd Sunday 

of Lent) 

March 22 4:30pm Rehearsal 

March 26 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (4th Sunday 

of Lent) 
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March 29 4:30pm Rehearsal 

April 2 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass (5th Sunday 

of Lent) 

April 5 4:30pm Rehearsal 

April 9 10am (9:20am call) Palm Sunday Mass 

April 12 4:30pm Rehearsal 

April 13 7pm (**6:00pm call**) Holy Thursday Mass 

April 16 No Children’s Choir Easter Sunday 

April 19 NO REHEARSAL Easter Wednesday (break) 

April 22 10am (9:10am call) First Holy Communion 

April 23 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

April 26 4:30pm Rehearsal 

April 29 10am (9:10am call) First Holy Communion 

May 3 4:30pm Rehearsal 

May 6 10am (9:10am call) First Holy Communion 

May 10 4:30pm Rehearsal 

May 14 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

May 17 4:30pm Rehearsal 

May 24 4:30pm Rehearsal 

May 28 10am (9:20am call) Sunday Mass 

May 31 4:30pm Rehearsal/Pizza Party 

June 4 10am (9:20am call) Pentecost Sunday 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR REGISTRATION 
2016-2017, Grades 3-8 

Saint Bartholomew Church Music Ministry 
470 Ryders Lane, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 

Mr. Nicholas Gatto, Director of Music 

Mrs. Janet DeFreitas, Director of Children’s Choir 

The information you provide is considered confidential.  
Please PRINT all information. Please complete the FRONT AND BACK. 
 

Child’s Last Name              First Name            Middle Name         Gender 

 
___________________________, __________________, __________________   M/F 
   

Street Address    City      State & Zip Code 

 
___________________________, _________________________, ______________________ 

 
Home Phone               Date of Birth    Grade Level   Name of Child’s School 
 

_____________________,  ____/____/____     _________      _______________________ 

 

Family Information:  (all information is confidential) Please circle best phone #. 

 
Mother’s Name and contact information (please include applicable work/cell phone #’s) 

 

 

__________________________________, __________________________________________ 
 

Father’s Name and contact information (please include applicable work/cell phone #’s) 

 

__________________________________, __________________________________________ 
 

Please provide one or more email address to be used by the director to 
communicate important choir information (notices, cancellations, etc.): 

 
______________________________________________@_____________________________ 
 

 

______________________________________________@_____________________________ 
 

Student lives with: 
○ Both Parents     ○ Mother      ○ Father      ○ Legal Guardian 
 
Emergency Contact Information: 
Name of Person                Relationship to student           Best phone number(s) 
 
________________________  ________________________     _____________________________ 
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Other Information: 

Does your child have other current or prior musical training? ○Yes   ○No 

If yes, please check all that apply (add as necessary): 
 

□ Kindermusik/Music Together/Musik Garten       

□ St. Bartholomew Children’s Choir    □ Other ____________________________ 

□ school chorus:  during which grades? ___________________________________  

□ private lessons:  specify instrument: ___________________ 
     How many years (months) has your child taken lessons? _______________ 

 
□ Band or Orchestra:  specify instrument: _________________________________ 
                                 How many years in band/orchestra? _________________ 

 
□ Self-taught/play-by-ear:  specify instrument:  ___________________________ 
 

 
Does your child have any allergies or medical conditions that the choir 

staff needs to be aware of?  ○Yes     ○No 
If yes, please describe briefly: 
 

 

Which describes your child’s current religious education program? 
 

□ St. Bartholomew Religious    □ St. Bartholomew School 
        Education Program 
 

Has your child received First Holy Communion? 
 

□ Yes           □ No     
                   Please see Mrs. DeFreitas if your child has not received this sacrament. 
 
By signing below, you acknowledge that all the information contained on this 
sheet is accurate to the best of your knowledge. 
 

_____________________________________                __________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature    Date 

 
_____________________________________                 __________________ 

Director of Children’s Choir Signature  Date 

Office Use Only 
 

Chest Size: ______  Height:  _____ft. _____in. 
 
Folder Assignment: ______    Robe Assignment:  ______  Other: ________________ 
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How Parents Can Support the Children’s Choir 

• Provide transportation for your singer to attend rehearsals and sing at Mass, and do 

your best to be on time. 

• Help measure children for choir robes during a Wednesday rehearsal or two. 

• Assist director with hanging choir robes after they are dry cleaned. 

• Help children find and put on robes on the first Sunday the robes are to be worn. 

• Help director acquire permission for choir members’ photos to be posted on the 

website or published in the bulletin.  Make a list of those whose pictures may be used.    

• Offer to take photos during a choir rehearsal or during community service for 

contributing to the church bulletin or website.  Schedule dates with director. 

• Participate in a Children’s Liturgy by being a facilitator to deliver the homily to 

students in grades 1 to 6.  For more information, contact Liz Bondi at ebondi3@aol.com. 

• Stay at a rehearsal and be the go-to parent when a child needs to get a drink of water or 

use the bathroom. 

• Help your child learn traditional Christmas carols.  Sing them at home or play them at 

home or in the car. Just the first verse is a great start! Here are two resources:   

This is a Christmas Carol CD you can purchase online:  

http://www.christianbook.com/cedarmont-kids/christmas-carols-compact-
disc/0005121515/pd/CD5444?product_redirect=1&Ntt=CD5444&item_code=WW&Ntk=
keywords&event=ESRCG  (It's $3.99). 
 
 This is a DVD that I highly recommend called A Christmas for Little Children: 
(It is recommended for ages 2- 10, but older children may enjoy watching with younger family 
members). 
 

http://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/Home+Page/MULTIMEDIA/Children+
s/A+CHRISTMAS+FOR+LITTLE+CHILDREN+-+DVD.axd  (It's $10). 
 

The DVD should also be available in a Catholic book store if you don't mind driving to one, or 
you can try Amazon.com. 

 

• Pray for the Children’s Choir.  (Add a prayer for our priests at the same time)! 

Thank you for all of your support – especially for bringing your child to rehearsals and 

Mass. We couldn’t be Music Ministers without you! 

mailto:ebondi3@aol.com
http://www.christianbook.com/cedarmont-kids/christmas-carols-compact-disc/0005121515/pd/CD5444?product_redirect=1&Ntt=CD5444&item_code=WW&Ntk=keywords&event=ESRCG
http://www.christianbook.com/cedarmont-kids/christmas-carols-compact-disc/0005121515/pd/CD5444?product_redirect=1&Ntt=CD5444&item_code=WW&Ntk=keywords&event=ESRCG
http://www.christianbook.com/cedarmont-kids/christmas-carols-compact-disc/0005121515/pd/CD5444?product_redirect=1&Ntt=CD5444&item_code=WW&Ntk=keywords&event=ESRCG
http://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/Home+Page/MULTIMEDIA/Children+s/A+CHRISTMAS+FOR+LITTLE+CHILDREN+-+DVD.axd
http://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/Home+Page/MULTIMEDIA/Children+s/A+CHRISTMAS+FOR+LITTLE+CHILDREN+-+DVD.axd
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What is a Free Voice Check? 

 

It is NOT an audition! 

A Free Voice Check is, first of all, free!  It is an opportunity for Mrs. DeFreitas to 

hear you sing without the rest of the choir. I need only about 10 minutes of your 

time. 

You will get to sing a song and some other notes.  I will get to hear what your 

unique voice sounds like!  You can also tell me anything you would like to tell me 

about yourself. 

Please make an appointment to see me.  The best time to meet me is on a Sunday 

morning in the Kindergarten room before the first Children’s Liturgy of the year.  

Another good time is after a Wednesday rehearsal. 

You MUST make an appointment with me ahead of time or I may not be available. 

I will provide a list of possible dates and times after our first rehearsal in 

September. Please have a parent send an email to JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com 

with a requested date and time. Your voice check time will be confirmed via email. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com
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Important Information for Sunday Children’s Liturgies 

 

 Our first Sunday Children’s Liturgy will always be scheduled for the second 

Sunday of October. 

 

 Please be sure your child eats breakfast before coming to sing for a Sunday 

Children’s Liturgy. (Singing and focusing require a lot of energy.  Hungry 

children have become faint or sick). 

 

 Your child must be in the Kindergarten Room, ready to sing at 9:20AM. 

(This is the room opposite the brown church doors on the organ side of the 

church).  Latecomers may be asked to sit in a pew with their family for that 

Sunday’s liturgy. 

 

 The Children’s Choir will wear black bottoms and white tops until it is 

announced that the robes are ready. 

 

 

 All members of the Children’s Choir are asked to wear dark shoes (no flip-

flops, no sneakers, please) for every liturgy they sing. (Even the ones that do 

not fall on a Sunday). 

 

 

 The Children’s Choir will return to the Kindergarten room after Mass on 

Sundays.  Please pick up your child there.  We don’t want children to 

wander or get lost. 

 

Thank you for your attention to these details! 
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What to wear to Mass when not in Choir Robes 

(Robes will not be available until you receive an announcement, usually in December). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boys: 

Black pants 

White button-down shirt 

Dark shoes (black preferred) 

Dark socks preferred 

Girls: 

Black skirt or slacks 

White blouse 

Dark shoes (black preferred,  

closed toe preferred, dark socks preferred) 

No sneakers 

No flip-flops 

No jeans or shorts   
No stretch pants or leggings 

(leggings are permitted under a skirt or tunic) 
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ABOUT CHOIR ROBES 

 Choir robes are stored in a cabinet in the  

school cafeteria (Parish Hall). 

 You must leave your coat/jacket in the  

Kindergarten room. 

 

 Be gentle with your robe, it can tear. 

 

 Be gentle with your hanger, it can break. 

 

 If your hanger breaks you MUST tell Mrs. DeFreitas.  Do NOT try to label a 

new hanger.  She will make a new hanger with a name label for you. 

 

 Please be patient and careful when returning your robe to the cabinet.  There 

are a lot of children in the choir trying to return their robes at the same time. 

 

 The robes are hanging in number order from left to right.  Please try to 

return your robe to the correct number location. 

 

 Your choir robe number is the same number as your folder number.  Your 

name and robe number will be on your hanger label. 

 

 If you need to use the bathroom after you have put on your robe, please 

remove your robe, place it where you can find it again, and then use the 

bathroom. 
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Information about First Penance Services 

Instead of a rehearsal on Wednesday January 11, 2017 we will meet in the 

Kindergarten room that evening at 6:10PM with robes on. (Please DO NOT come 

at 4:30 on Jan. 11th). 

On Thursday, January 12th, we will meet in the Kindergarten room at 6:20PM 

with robes on. 

All First Penance Services start at 7:00PM.  The Children’s Choir is expected 

to be finished at about 7:30PM.  Please meet your child in the cafeteria. 

I will do my best to make sure that the door from outside nearest to the cafeteria 

door is unlocked.  (I have to have other people unlock it for us).  Try to avoid 

entering the church during the service since confessions will be heard in various 

locations throughout the church. 

If there is a problem getting the doors unlocked, I will bring the children to the 

Narthex. 

Please email me any questions you may have using:  

JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com.  

Thank you. 

Mrs. DeFreitas 
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Information About First Holy Communion Masses 

 

This year, First Holy Communion Masses will take place on the following 

Saturday mornings: 

April 22nd (the Saturday after Easter Sunday) 

April 29th 

May 6th 

On each of those days the Children’s Choir has a warm-up time of 9:10AM!  

Having a well-represented Children’s Choir at each of these Masses is 

extremely important.  Please do your best to make a commitment to these 

dates. If you do have a conflict, please communicate that information to me 

via email:  JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com 

 

After each First Holy Communion Mass, the Children’s Choir will return to 

the Kindergarten room to wait for a parent. It is necessary to dismiss the 

children from the Kindergarten room because of the large number of people 

who will be attending the reception in the cafeteria. The children may hang 

up their choir robes once they are with a parent. 

 

Thank you for helping to keep our children safe. 

 

  

mailto:JanetDeFreitasSTB@gmail.com
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