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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.”  

Brothers and sisters, as we gather in this cathedral dedicated to Our Lady, I cannot help thinking of our 

brothers and sisters in Paris, who yesterday suffered such destruction to their own mother church, also 

dedicated to Mary. Let us keep them in prayer, and ask our Lord to console them during this time.  How 

blessed we are to gather for this annual celebration of the Chrism Mass. The Chrism Mass is situated as 

usual within this Holy Week, and for good reason. These sacred days draw us into the mysteries of 

salvation that Jesus accomplished during his own journey to the cross. And the sharing of that grace is 

extended to all of us in the blessing and consecration of the holy oils to be used throughout the coming 

year. 

The oil of chrism is given to us at baptism, at confirmation, and at the ordination to priesthood 

and the episcopacy. When we are anointed with the sacred chrism, we take on the anointing of Jesus 

himself. We are anointed in Christ, and conformed more fully to him, who is called “the anointed one.” 

We participate in his priesthood and we are sent as his witnesses into the world, to “bring glad tidings to 

the poor, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” 

In a singular way, Christ anoints the priests of the Church and configures them to himself, making 

them icons of his own priesthood. My brother priests, the anointing with chrism that we received at our 

ordination created a special bond between us and Jesus, the high priest. Jesus was anointed to be priest, 

prophet, and king, the suffering servant who would bear the sins of the world and redeem us all. In our 

priesthood, especially now, I think we can say that we are being conformed to Jesus, the suffering servant. 

These last months have not been easy for us, who are priests of Jesus Christ, but more than ever we are 

united to him because we are sharing in his sufferings for his Body, the Church. As we take up what is 

sometimes a heavy cross, we know we are in intimate communion with the One who first called us, and 

who calls us at this moment to be his close companions every day of our priestly lives. 

My brothers, the anointing that we received at our ordinations, no matter how long ago it was, has 

prepared us for this time. Even now, that anointing allows us to minister in persona Christi to the people 

of God. Even now, that anointing draws us into the mission of our Lord to sanctify the world. And even 

now, that anointing sends us into the world to heal and restore what has been wounded and stained. This 

isn’t necessarily an easy time to be a priest, but I’m convinced it’s a great time to be a priest. The need for 

Christ’s priestly grace in the world is enormous, and he asks us to be his presence, to be alteri Christi, to 

our brothers and sisters. 

Many have been shaken by the upheaval of this past year, the bad news and the disturbing 

revelations. My brothers, now more than ever our Lord needs us to be the holy priests that we were 

anointed to be. Now more than ever, he needs us to proclaim the Gospel in all its fullness and power.  

Now more than ever, he needs us to proclaim him as Savior of the world. We might feel a little reluctant 

to stand up or stand out, and some might wish us to remain on the sidelines, or just to disappear entirely.  

But we were not ordained to stand back or stay on the sidelines. We were ordained to be agents of 

Christ’s grace, to be men after the heart of Christ, and he never withdrew from the fray. Some priests and 

bishops have been part of the problem that the Church faces now. Too many have been hurt by their 

actions, and we ask forgiveness for this. But now our Lord needs us to be part of the solution. The chrism 

that anointed us at our ordinations is just as fragrant, just as grace-filled today as ever, and through that 

holy anointing, Jesus forms and strengthens us for the mission we’ve received. 



Above all, my brothers, we must be holy after the example of Christ himself. We have a 

privileged claim on the grace of Jesus, who promised the apostles that he would be with them always. By 

that grace of our ordination, let us be holy and invite our brothers and sisters to share in the holiness of 

Jesus. There is no greater joy than that of a disciple who is loved by the Lord. And you, my brothers, are 

loved by our Lord, so much so that he asks you to carry on the priestly work that he began and that he 

hands on to his Church. 

And all of you, my brothers and sisters, have received your own anointing from our Lord. When 

you were baptized and confirmed, you were made sharers in the life of Christ. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, you too are anointed for mission, anointed to be missionary disciples of Jesus in the world around 

us. He anoints you to bring the witness of holiness to others, to be agents of charity to those in need, to be 

heralds of his Gospel to those who search for truth. By the anointing that you receive, he forms you in his 

image and sends you out to sanctify the temporal order. And he gives you the heart of an evangelist, one 

who knows Jesus and wants others to know him too. As members of his Body, you have been entrusted 

with a great responsibility for the life of the Church. Our Lord asks you to do your part to make the 

Church holy, to lift up those who are weighed down, to seek out the lost, and to welcome the seeker. 

As we all continue this journey through Holy Week, this procession to the Upper Room, to 

Gethsemane, to Calvary, and to the empty tomb, we are uplifted by the anointing we have received. As 

Jesus walked the way of the cross, he prepared the way for us. Through his saving Passion, he 

incorporates us into the divine life of God. My brothers and sisters, through our union with Jesus, we are 

anointed for heaven. 


