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I am happy to be with all of you today, and I appreciate the invitation from Fr. Meyer. It’s always good to 
visit our Newman Centers, and as I might have told you before, I attended another St. Thomas Aquinas 
Newman Center at the University of Nebraska when I was in college. That was an important place in my 
faith life and in my vocation, so I’m especially glad to be here with you. 
 
Some of us are risk takers, and some of us aren’t. I visited Las Vegas many years ago, but I just never was 
willing to take a big risk at the tables. Maybe that’s smart, or maybe I missed a big chance. We’ll never 
know. But today’s readings give us two individuals who were willing to take a risk, the widow of 
Zarephath and the widow of the Jerusalem temple. They don’t quite fit the Las Vegas model, but they 
took a chance nonetheless. Their gamble isn’t in what they play but in what they give! 
 
First we have the widow of Zarephath. The prophet asks her to make him something to eat, and even 
though she is on her last handful of flour, she takes it and makes something for Elijah to eat. She could 
have declined, she could have said “no, I don’t want to risk all that I have.” But instead, she made the 
hearth cake and offered it to him. In fact, she was throwing herself on the mercy and the providence of 
God, and she wasn’t disappointed. She took a chance on God, and he blessed her with abundance. 
 
And then there is the widow that Jesus saw in the temple. She had only two tiny coins, less than a penny 
altogether, and she dropped both of them in! She could have kept one, and even that would have been 
praiseworthy.  But she gave both coins, everything she had to live on. We can almost hear her say, “I 
don’t have much, but what I have I’ll give.” You wouldn’t expect this, but that widow was a gambler, a 
risk-taker. She took a chance and threw herself into the arms of God, trusting that he would take care of 
her. And even though we don’t know the outcome, I have to think that she was taken care of. Certainly 
others gave much more than this widow; Mark tells us so. But in the eyes of Jesus, her gift was 
immeasurably greater. Why? Because with those two pennies, she gave herself. She let go of every shred 
of security and committed herself entirely to God. In this she was a true daughter of God, a true disciple, 
one of the great unsung heroes of our faith. 
 
This would be a great opportunity for the bishop to talk about giving to the annual appeal, or being 
generous to the Sunday collection basket. But the point of this episode isn’t just about giving money. It’s 
about taking a chance on God, turning our lives over to him. Too often we hold something back rather 
than giving our all to him. It’s a great tragedy that so often there is some part of ourselves that we aren’t 
willing to give to Christ. We might hold back our material wealth, concerned that we don’t have quite 
enough. We might hold back on our time, worried that we’ll be too busy. Or we might keep our talents to 
ourselves because we don’t want the attention or the trouble that comes with sharing them. There is such 
a thing as being too careful, and Jesus seems to tell us that we have to be willing to take a chance on him. 
 
To really understand what was happening in each of these stories, it is necessary to ask the question: what 
actually was each of these widows contributing? Wasn’t it that each of them was giving not simply a 
thing, like food or money, but rather her very self? In both cases, it is generosity of spirit that is rewarded, 
not just the small material gift. God doesn’t want only our possessions, our things. He wants our hearts.  
Generosity of spirit flows from a loving, self-giving heart. And the more we give ourselves to Christ, the 
more we receive back from him, even the eternal life that we all desire. 
 
A lot of decisions are made during this time of your life, decisions about careers, about relationships, 
about plans for the future. But there’s another decision that we make as well: what kind of relationship 
will I have with God? Am I all in, or will I hold back? Do I put my trust in the One who died for my sins, 



and rose to new life, and invites me to share in that life, or will I play it safe and settle for something a 
little less radical? Jesus is inviting us to take a chance on him, to throw in our lot with him, and to 
discover the adventure of being his follower, a follower who is willing to risk everything for eternal life. 
 
But I think Jesus is asking us to take another kind of chance as well. He asks us to trust him and to give 
our lives to him, but then he sends us out to others to share what we have received. When we realize how 
great the gift is that we have received from Christ, even more should we want to share it. Sharing our 
material wealth is certainly an act of generosity, but more generous still is our willingness to go out to 
others with the good news of our faith. That too is a gamble, but it should be part of who we are as 
followers of Jesus. He gave us the gift of faith not to be kept to ourselves, but to be shared and spread 
around so that all might know the love of God. I suspect you all know others who don’t yet have a 
relationship with Christ, and they wait for someone to invite them, to show them how they too can receive 
his love and mercy into their lives. This might seem risky, but we have nothing to lose, and it’s worth 
taking the chance. It can mean an eternal difference to those who say yes to the invitation. 
 
So let us join with the humble widow, and offer everything we have to our Lord. And let us be especially 
generous in giving the greatest gift of all, Jesus himself. 


