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U N I V E R S I T Y O F  M A R Y

PRAYER DAY

Schedule of Events

Event is free and open to the public. Lunch 
tickets are available at the Crow’s Nest for $5. 
Register at umary.edu/PrayerDay or at the event. 

NOVEMBER 16, 2022 I 10 AM

Register at umary.edu/PrayerDay

9 am: Mass, Our Lady of the 
Annunciation Chapel

10 am: Keynote, Founders Hall

11 am: Panel Discussion,
Founders Hall

Noon: Lunch, The Crow's Nest 
Campus Restaurant

1 pm: Breakout Sessions
   • “Prayer in the Old Testament” 

by Dr. Michael Morris
   • “Prayer in the Liturgy” 

by Dr. Michon Matthiesen
   • “Prayer in the New Testament” 

by Dr. John Kincaid
Event is free and open to the public. Lunch 
tickets are available at the Crow’s Nest for $5. 

“The Need for Everyday Saints”

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Father Nathan Cromly, CSJ
Founder of the Saint John Institute,
Friend and Colleague of Michelle Duppong
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On Oct. 11, we marked the 60th anniversary since Pope 
St. John XXIII formally opened the Second Vatican 
Council. For most of us, this ecumenical council is a 

distant memory, or totally unknown. But Pope St. John Paul 
II, who attended the entirety of the Council, said it was the 
most significant event in the life of the Church for the past 100 
years. Pope Benedict XVI was one of the principal theological 
contributors to the Council, and said recently that the Council 
was “not only meaningful, but necessary.” 
 So what was Vatican II, and what did it do? The Council 
was convoked by John XXIII as the first ecumenical, or general, 
council of the Church since 1870. All the bishops of the world 
participated in its four sessions from 1962 to 1965. In his 
opening address on Oct. 11, 1962, Pope John acknowledged 
the changing times and the need for the light of Christ to 
radiate more fully in the Church and in the world. He prayed 
that the Church would experience a new outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, a “new Pentecost.” The Council was not called to 
cast aside the truths of our faith, but to proclaim them more 
generously and more effectively to a world that had grown 
more and more distant from God.
 Perhaps the most immediate results of the Council were 
changes to the liturgy. The introduction of vernacular languages 
into the liturgy was most noticeable. The Council Fathers called 
for a renewal of the liturgy and, and in the Sacred Constitution 
on the Liturgy, they urged “full, active participation” of all the 
faithful in the sacred liturgy. This doesn’t mean everyone has a 
job in the sanctuary, but that all who gather are intentional and 
deliberate participants in the mystery, the sacrificial act of Christ 
himself. No one is to be a bystander. The Fathers reaffirmed 
that the Eucharistic liturgy is the “source and summit” of the 
Church’s life, the high point of our prayer as a Church and the 
font from which it draws its life. Despite certain aberrations, 
the Fathers made clear that no one—not even a priest—is free 
to take liberties with the liturgy. It is the prayer of the Church. 
And despite some common misconceptions, the Council did not 
abolish the use of Latin in the liturgy but actually encouraged 
it.

 During the last century, the very concept of truth had 
become relativized, and there were voices that questioned 
whether truth can even be known. The truth of Christ as our 
unique Savior was called into question. But the Council reaf-
firmed that God has spoken the definitive truth to humanity, 
and that truth is his Son, Jesus Christ. The Fathers taught that 
Jesus must once again be placed at the center of the Church’s 
life and our lives as Christians. And the mission of the Church, 
which is the “great sacrament” of Christ, is to go out into the 
world with renewed evangelical zeal, eager to make Christ 
known to all peoples.
 The Council strongly emphasized the universal call to holiness 
as an essential aspect of the Church’s life in this new era. The 
call to holiness is not limited to an elite few within the Church, 
but is offered to all the faithful. In other words, everyone is 
called to a life of communion with God, a life of holiness and 
virtue that is lived out in their particular vocation. The Fathers 
placed special emphasis on the apostolate of the laity, calling 
all the faithful to sanctify the world in their own spheres of life 
and influence: family life and marriage, business and commerce, 
politics, education, labor, culture, etc. As our Lord tells us in 
the Gospel, the laity are to be a leaven in the world, making 
the Kingdom of God present in their own specific ways.
 Taking their lead from Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI, the 
Fathers also confirmed the missionary character of the Church. 
Just as Jesus had sent his own apostles out “to the nations,” so 
does he send the Church today to make him present to all the 
peoples of the world. The Council called the Church to engage 
the world rather than to hide from it. But the Fathers certainly 
did not call us to adopt the ways of the world, or to bend the 
truths of our faith to the whims of the times. Unfortunately, 
in a misreading of the Council’s intent, many have tried to 
accommodate the faith to the demands of the world, rather 
than living the faith to convert the world to Christ. Needless 
to say, there is much work still to be done.
 In the aftermath of the Council, and in the turbulence of the 
world in the decades that followed, the Church experienced 
its own turmoil and struggles. Some tried to reinterpret the 

Vatican II: Sixty years later

"The                    became flesh."Word
Bishop John T. Folda

As our Lord tells us in the Gospel, the laity are to be
a leaven in the world, making the Kingdom of God
present in their own specific ways. -Bishop John T. Folda



I herewith recognize the election of:
• Reverend Timothy Schroeder, Deanery I, first term
• Reverend Joseph Littlefield, Deanery V, first term
• Reverend Greg Haman, Deanery VIII, second term 
• Reverend Kevin Boucher, member at large, second term 
as members of the Presbyteral Council. These appointments 
were effective Sept. 28, 2022, and conclude on Sept. 28, 2025.

Diocese of 
Fargo Official 
Appointments/
Announcements 

Most Rev. John T. Folda, Bishop of Fargo,
has made the following appointments,
announcements, and/or decrees.
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BISHOP FOLDA’S CALENDAR

Nov. 13–17
USCCB Meeting, Baltimore, Md.

Nov. 17–18
Mount St. Mary Seminary Retreat Master,

Emmitsburg, Md.

Nov. 24–25
Pastoral Center closed

Dec. 6  •  6 p.m.
Catholic Man Night, St. Benedict, Horace

Dec. 7  •  3 p.m.
St. JPII Schools Board Meeting, Pastoral Center

Dec. 8  •  7 p.m.
Mass of Feast of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, Cathedral of St. Mary, Fargo

Dec. 8
Pastoral Center closed

Dec. 9  •  7 p.m.
Shanley Christmas Concert, Sts. Anne and Joachim, Fargo

Dec. 10  •  4 p.m.
Mass for Knights of Columbus, Shanley Chapel

Dec. 13  •  3 p.m.
Diocesan Finance Council Meeting, Pastoral Center

Dec. 15  •  12:10 p.m.
North Dakota Catholic Conference Meeting, Jamestown

FROM BISHOP FOLDA"The                    became flesh."Word
Bishop John T. Folda

meaning of the Council, and construed its teachings in ways 
that were completely at odds with its actual teachings. A 
so-called “spirit of the Council” emerged, and the actual 
texts of the Council were often ignored. The implementation 
of the Council remained incomplete or was even distorted, 
and some have asserted that the Council was the cause of 
all the problems we face today. Others maintain that the 
Council texts are irrelevant for our times, and we shouldn’t 
be bound by them. Both of these attitudes are incorrect. 
The Council remains the most authoritative teaching event 
of the last century, and the Council documents are still a 
necessary guide for the Church as she continues on her way 
in this third Christian millennium. The Popes have all referred 
to the importance of the Council, and we as a Church would 
do well to return to the beautiful teaching of the faith that 
we find in the Council documents. As we look back to the 
Council on this 60th anniversary of its opening, let us re-
commit ourselves to living out its vision, and let us pray for 
the “new Pentecost” that Pope St. John XXIII hoped for.

Prayer Intention of  Pope Francis

November: Children who suffer
We pray for children who are suffering, especially 
those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of 
war; may they be guaranteed access to education 

and the opportunity to experience family affection.



6          NEW EARTH   NOVEMBER 2022

At seven o’clock in the evening on Aug. 18, 1996, Father 
Alejandro Pezet was celebrating Holy Mass at a Catholic 
church in the commercial center of Buenos Aires. As he 

was finishing distributing Holy Communion, a woman came up 
to tell him that she had found a discarded host on a candleholder 
at the back of the church. Going to the spot indicated, Father 
Alejandro saw the defiled Host. Since he was unable to consume 
it, he placed it in a container of water and put it away in the 
tabernacle of the chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 On Aug. 26, upon opening the tabernacle, he saw to his 
amazement that the Host had turned into a bloody substance. 
He informed Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio (now Pope Francis), who 
gave instructions that the Host be professionally photographed. 
The photos were taken on Sept. 6. They clearly show that the 
Host, which had become a fragment of bloodied flesh, had grown 
significantly in size. For several years, the Host remained in the 
tabernacle, the whole affair being kept a strict secret. Since 
the Host suffered no visible decomposition, Cardinal Bergoglio 
decided to have it scientifically analyzed.
 On Oct. 5, 1999, in the presence of the Cardinal’s representatives, 
Dr. Castanon took a sample of the bloody fragment and sent it 
to New York for analysis. Since he did not wish to prejudice the 
study, he purposely did not inform the team of scientists of its 
provenance. One of these scientists was Dr. Frederic Zugiba, a 
well-known cardiologist and forensic pathologist. He determined 
that the analyzed substance was real flesh and blood containing 
human DNA. 
 Dr. Zugiba testified that, “the analyzed material is a fragment 
of the heart muscle found in the wall of the left ventricle close 
to the valves…The heart muscle is in an inflammatory condition 
and contains a large number of white blood cells. This indicates 
that the heart was alive at the time the sample was taken, since 

white blood cells die outside a living organism. They require a 
living organism to sustain them. Thus, their presence indicates 
that the heart was alive when the sample was taken. What is 
more, these white blood cells had penetrated the tissue, which 
further indicates that the heart had been under severe stress, 
as if the owner had been beaten severely about the chest.” 
 Two Australians, journalist Mike Willesee and lawyer Ron 
Tesoriero, witnessed these tests. Knowing where the sample had 
come from, they were dumbfounded by Dr. Zugiba’s testimony. 
Mike Willesee asked the scientist how long the white blood cells 
would have remained alive if they had come from a piece of 
human tissue, which had been kept in water. They would have 
ceased to exist in a matter of minutes, Dr. Zugiba replied. The 
journalist then told the doctor that the source of the sample 
had first been kept in ordinary water for a month and then for 
another three years in a container of distilled water; only then 
had the sample been taken for analysis. 
 Dr. Zugiba was at a loss to account for this fact. There was 
no way of explaining it scientifically, he stated. Only then did 
Mike Willesee inform Dr. Zugiba that the analyzed sample came 
from a consecrated Host (white, unleavened bread) that had 
mysteriously turned into bloody human flesh. Amazed by this 
information, Dr. Zugiba replied, “How and why a consecrated 
Host would change its character and become living human flesh 
and blood will remain an inexplicable mystery to science—a 
mystery totally beyond her competence.”

Republished from Sacred Heart Catholic Church
in Medford, OR (edited for content and space)

MONTHLY EUCHARIST MIRACLE
The Eucharistic miracle

that involved Pope Francis

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of 
our priests. Through them, we experience your pres-
ence in the sacraments. Help our priests to be strong in 
their vocation. Set their souls on fire with love for your 
people. Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and 
strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. Give them 
the words they need to spread the Gospel. Allow them 
to experience joy in their ministry. Help them to become 
instruments of your divine grace. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 
Amen. (From USCCB)

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
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FOCUS ON FAITH

Some of the greatest saints have acknowledged bewil-
derment at the seeming slowness or lack of response to 
particular requests. I would first acknowledge your friend 

is not alone in wrestling with this problem. I would own up to 
the fact of my own wonderment by sharing a personal exam-
ple, then share from the lives of the saints, and conclude with 
words from Jesus himself in the Gospels.
 One example of a seemingly unanswered prayer is the recent 
tragic loss of a young man who went missing when the weather 
turned bad on a difficult mountain trail in Colorado. Our entire 
Christian community joined in prayer vigils for his safe return. 
Our parish offered rosaries and Masses for his intention. He 
has yet to be found after over three weeks, so he is presumed 
dead. The lack of closure in this case is agonizing. When and 
how will we receive an answer to our pleas?  
 Our readers may each think of similarly agonizing situations 
in which our fervent prayers seem to be unheard, the response 
long delayed, or we’re unsatisfied with the answer we received. 
This is the unfortunate lot of a fragile and mortal humanity. God 
will not step in to heal every illness or prevent every tragic loss. 
We may look for immediate answers, but answers may come 
further down the road. While we wait, we are growing in the 
grace of patient endurance, a fruit of the Holy Spirit. We learn 
the way of persistent prayer and never giving up.
 St. Monica serves as one of our best examples in the lives of 
the saints. Her fervent and unrelenting prayer of many years 
led finally to the conversion of her son Augustine, who became 
one of our greatest writers on matters of Christian doctrine and 
spiritual life. We may not see results immediately, but we can 
be sure God is at work in the life of the person for whom we 
are praying. The answer may surprise us, but we can be sure 
God will never turn a deaf ear to our prayers of intercession.  
 Think of the causes for which we pray on Sundays, for every-
thing from world peace to vocations, to the strengthening of 
family life and the healing of our suffering members. We may 
never see the particular response in our own backyard, but 
we can trust our heavenly Father listens lovingly to the entire 
Body of Christ joined in common prayer through Christ our 
intercessor. The saints will join with us, collectively interceding 

for the needs of the world. God is hearing my prayers when I 
open my heart to join in our prayers for the greater needs of 
the entire Mystical Body. 
 Jesus Christ, from the cross on Calvary, cried out “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Matt. 27:46)? In these 
words, the opening verse of Psalm 22, Jesus is actually praying 
during his hour of deepest abandonment. Fulton Sheen wrote 
of this word from the cross, “Christ’s cry was of abandonment 
which he felt standing in a sinner’s place, but it was not of de-
spair. The soul that despairs never cries to God” (Life of Christ).  
 Encourage your friend to pray the Psalms regularly, as part of 
a daily prayer discipline. The Liturgy of Hours, available in text 
or online, provides just such a daily prayer pattern. Reading the 
Scriptures prayerfully and meditating upon them can open us 
to a more enriching life of prayer and sense of God’s presence. 
Listening to the voice of God within will open the ears of our 
soul to hear his answer to our prayers of intercession.
 Jesus tells us to persist, to ask, to seek, and to knock. “If you, 
who are wicked, know how to give your children good things, 
how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him” (cf Luke 11:9-13). God will not give us 
a scorpion when we ask for an egg. We may often feel as if we 
have been handed a scorpion during our roughest moments 
in times of loss or natural disasters. Our grief at the death of 
loved ones can certainly feel like a scorpion sting. Therein lies 
the age-old question, “Was this God’s will?”
 Death itself, a seeming scorpion sting to those of us left be-
hind, is really the “egg of life,” our beginning of everlasting life 
with Christ in the Resurrection. We can trust that our beloved 
now join with the saints of heaven, begging God to hear our 
prayers.

What can I say to friends who say 
their prayers aren’t being answered?

ASK A PRIEST

FATHER DALE KINZLER 
Pastor of churches in Cooperstown, Aneta, 
Finley, and Jessie
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SALE EVERY THURSDAY
1-800-932-8821

napoleonlivestock.com

3 Generations of Livestock Marketing Integrity

Dylan Bitz 321-0672  Paul Bitz 226-6199

Jacob Bitz 329-0315  Jim Bitz 226-6197

George Bitz 226-6198
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

The Sisters of Mary of the Presentation have gifted their 
property Maryvale, just north of Valley City, to the Diocese 
of Fargo to be maintained and used as a retreat center. 

I was asked by Bishop Folda to take on the Directorship of 
this facility. I have spent some time giving thanks to the Lord 
for the many retreats that I have been able to take part in at 
Maryvale. My first SEARCH retreat took place there when I was 
16. Throughout my high school and college years, I attended 
many SEARCH retreats and then finally directed one.  
 When I was at Cardinal Muench Seminary for two years, we 
had our Christmas retreats at Maryvale. As an adult I’m still 
encountering Christ through retreats and now my children are 
doing the same at an upcoming SEARCH retreat. Maryvale will 
always have special memories for me of spending time away 
with Christ.
 The name “Maryvale” means Mary’s valley, and I think this 
is worthy of reflection. Standing in Mary’s valley and surveying 
the rolling hills brings life to this amazing story and beloved 
passages in scripture when the Angel Gabriel appeared to Our 
Lady to announce her role in bringing salvation to the world: 

“You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He will be great, and be called the son of 
the Most High” (Luke 1:31-32).
 The angel relays to Mary at the end of his message that 
Elizabeth, her cousin, was also pregnant though it would 
appear impossible. Thankfully, Mary accepts the invitation 
to cooperate with God’s plan for salvation. Her next step, 
according to scripture, is to “make haste to the hill country” 
there she would greet her cousin Elizabeth and remain with 
her a time.
 My wife, Jacinta, and I have been married for 22 years and 
we have made it a priority to make an annual couples retreat, 
as well as periodic individual retreats. During our most recent 
time at Maryvale, I couldn’t help but recall how often over 
these years of marriage the retreat experience has been such 
a powerful opportunity to step away, retreat, as it were, from 
normal daily life. This allows us to take another look before 
plunging back in with renewed faith and clearer priorities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 The opportunity of retreat is one that has a long history not 
only in our area but also in our Church. Our lives are busy; it’s 
just a fact that we all have in common. Yet, a popular analogy 
in management and self-help imagery is being sure to take 
time to include in our perspective both the forest and the 
trees. As we walk through the trees, we can get lost and lose 
our sense of direction. We have to stop periodically, crawl up 
higher and look over the entire forest. From further up, we 
can make sure we are going in the right direction in order to 
reach the desired goal. After we crawl back down, we can make 
needed adjustments and continue forward with confidence. 
This act of stopping allows for reflection and a review of our 
personal expectations, priorities, goals, and ultimately, our 
purpose. On retreat we allow the Lord to adjust our priorities 
and goals and to see them from a divine perspective. 
 I recall a clever thought once shared at a retreat: “Your 
Eternity is going to be spent with Christ or away from Christ. 
This life is much shorter than eternity. If you want to enjoy 
that time of eternity with Christ, start practicing now, or it’s 
going to be hell!” 
 C h r i s t  s ta n d s 
waiting with arms 
opened wide in in-
vitation, he says: 

“Come,  away by 
yourse lves…and 
rest awhile” (Mark 
6:31). I invite you to 
make haste as Mary 
did and come away 
for a while to the hill 
country at Maryvale.

“Mary arose and went 
with haste into the hill 
country”
Maryvale retreats to continue
under new leadership
By Steve Splonskowski | Office of Evangelization
for the Diocese of Fargo

Sister Suzanne Stahl, SMP, Regional Superior
of  the Sisters of  Mary of  the Presentation, hands

the key to Maryvale to Bishop John Folda at a
ceremony held Oct. 3. (submitted photo)

Bishop Folda entrusts the key to 
Maryvale to Steve Splonskowski, 

Director of  Evangelization.
(submitted photo)
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

On Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 2, faithful took part in a 
Eucharistic procession from the Cathedral of St. Mary 
to the former abortion facility in downtown Fargo. 
Bishop Folda prayed over the building so that in the 
name of Jesus Christ, the location might be cleansed. 
The Red River Women’s clinic has now moved across 
the river to Moorhead, Minn. (Photo by Kristina Lahr 
| New Earth)

Parishioners from St. Margaret Mary Church in Buchanan stand with Father Neil Pfeifer after celebrating 
their patron saint’s feast day on Oct. 16. They also celebrated the completion of some much needed projects 
around the church including new shingles, fresh paint, and a new sidewalk. A potluck meal was held after 
Mass. (submitted photo)

“I travel, work, suffer my 
weak health, meet with a 

thousand difficulties, but all 
these are nothing, for this 
world is so small. To me, 
space is an imperceptible

object, as I am accustomed
to dwell in eternity.” 

St. Frances
Xavier Cabrini
 Feast day Nov. 13

Quotable
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

Kaja Kaste is the new principal of St. 
John’s Catholic School in Wahpeton. 
She received her Bachelor’s in Ele-
mentary Education degree from Min-
nesota State University Moorhead. 
Following graduation, Kaja had the 
opportunity to stay home with her 
children for 10 years. In 2019, she 
accepted the first grade teaching 
position at St. John’s. She is currently 
continuing her education through 

the University of Mary and intends to receive her Master’s in 
Educational Leadership this spring. She and her husband, Kory, 
have 4 children: Gracin (13), Nolan (12), Isla (11), and Declan (7).

Diocese of  Fargo Catholic schools
welcome four new principals

Kevin Leier is the new principal at 
Little Flower Catholic Elementary 
School in Rugby. Kevin taught at 
Rugby High School for 10 years as 
a Social Studies and Construction 
Trades Instructor. In 2021, Kevin 
moved from the classroom to a 
position at North Central Education 
Cooperative (NCEC) working directly 
with administrators and staff around 
the NCEC region as a professional 

development specialist and educational coach/mentor for 
new educators in the field. Kevin and his wife, Anne, have five 
children with another on the way in February 2023. They make 
their home south of Rugby on a ranch where they continue 
the family operation raising bison.Nick Lee is the new principal at St. 

Catherine School in Valley City. He 
graduated from Valley City High 
School and received his Bachelor’s 
from VCSU in Health Science with 
a minor in Biology in 2016. He re-
ceived his Master of Arts in Teaching 
from VCSU in December 2021. Nick 
was employed previously in both 
higher education and the nonprofit 
sector. Through most of his adult 

life, he coached speech and student congress at Valley City 
High School. Over his many years as a coach, he coached over 
25 State Champions and nearly 150 state finalists. Beyond 
the accolades, the greatest joy came from watching kids gain 
confidence and “find their voice.” Nick and his wife, Kaitlen, 
currently make their home in Valley City along with their three 
sons, Micaiah (6), Eliam (4), and Ezrah (1).

Mary Beth Lalka is the new principal 
at St. Ann’s Catholic School in Bel-
court. She came to North Dakota 
last year as a missionary volunteer 
with the Society of Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) and served 
as the 5th–8th grade teacher. Mary 
Beth is a native of Buffalo, N.Y. For 
the past 25 years, she has worked in 
Catholic schools, parishes, and mis-
sions. She reports that it has been a 

blessing serving with SOLT on the Turtle Mountain Reservation 
and that the teachers and community there are amazing. She 
hopes that working together will help the school to grow and 
reach more students and families.

St. Anthony’s Youth Group in Fargo packed 15 Boxes of 
Joy for Cross Catholic Ministries on Oct. 12. A Box of Joy 
is a Christmas shoebox, donated and packed with toys, 
clothing, school supplies, and hygiene items. Each gift 
represents Christ’s love and may be the only Christmas 
gift children in developing countries are blessed to 
receive. The boxes will be sent to children in Central 
America and the Caribbean. (submitted photo)



NEXT GEN

The little feet that pitter-patter through the halls of St. Joseph 
School in Devils Lake have recently gotten considerably 
smaller. Since the beginning of the 2022-23 school year, 

St. Joseph now offers daycare for “Wee Disciples,” those aged 
three years and younger. The goal is to offer these toddlers a 
safe, warm, prayerful environment.
 Father Chad Wilhelm, pastor of St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph 
School, and St. Mary Academy, and myself established the Wee 
Disciples Daycare in response to the needs of the community 
in Devils Lake. Daycare opportunities were disappearing, so it 
just made sense to open one in the school. Caring for people 
from the earliest age throughout their lives—as Father Wilhelm 
put it, “from womb to eternity,”—is the mission of the Church.
 Not only is this daycare a blessing to the children who attend 
it, a place where the children “know they’re special,” it’s also 
a service to their families. The Catholic Church seeks “to ac-
company women not only through pregnancy, be it planned or 
unplanned, but also to birth and beyond, to affordable daycare,” 
in the words of Father Wilhelm. Although it is not necessary to 
have older siblings in preschool, kindergarten, the elementary or 
middle school offered in the same building, if there is another 
child in the family, this offers the convenience of a “one-stop 
shop.” It’s so nice because they can all be together. From your 
baby to your 14-year-old, it’s all the same building. It’s good for 
the big kids to have interaction with the babies, and vice-versa.

 The Wee Disciples currently has nine children, but will have 
ten beginning in November, when the first grade teacher re-
turns from maternity leave with her baby. Several teachers have 
recently retired, after having taught at St. Joseph’s for decades, 
and their replacements have been younger women with small 
children. Being able to have their babies right down the hall 
from their classrooms gives them the peace of mind to be able 
to resume teaching, often a financial necessity for their families.
 The Wee Disciples Daycare, and indeed all the divisions of 
education at St. Joseph and St. Mary’s Academy, are open to 
everyone, not just Catholics. The daycare, however, currently has 
no openings, because during this initial year, the administration 
thought it best to take it slow. The St. Joseph family rejoices 
over these, their tiniest new members, and looks forward to 
offering their hearts and love to even more children in the near 
future.

Day care center opens at St. Joseph’s School, Devils Lake
By Michelle Clouse | Principal of St. Joseph’s School
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Mrs. Layla Ewert (teacher) and Mrs. Kelsey Hennen 
(assistant) gather with the first Wee Disciples class. 

(submitted photo)

EXPERIENCE THE 
DIFFERENCE

For information or a tour
Call 701-893-3271                  

jp2schools.org

A Community inspiring Excellence through 
Faith, Learning, and Service.

3 Year old Little Deacons-12th Grade
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Did you know that the Eucharist and celebrating Thanks-
giving Day are connected? The Greek word eucharistia 
literally translates to “thanksgiving.” There is no better 

way to show thanks to God than attending Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says 
that the Holy Eucharist is “an action of thanksgiving to God” 
(CCC 1360). In fact, we give thanks to God at each Mass during 
the Eucharistic prayer when the priest says, “Let us give thanks 
to the Lord, our God,” and we reply in affirmation, “It is right 
and just.”
 As we continue our three-year journey of Eucharistic Revival 
in the Diocese of Fargo, it’s imperative that we recognize the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and to thank him for 
sacrificing himself so we can obtain salvation through the 
partaking of his body and blood, soul and divinity. 
 We can model our gratefulness to God by giving thanks for 
the gifts he bestows on us daily. A prayer of thanksgiving when 
waking up in the morning, prayers of thanksgiving at mealtime, 
and grateful prayers at the end of the day are just some exam-
ples how we can outwardly show our gratitude and closeness 
to God. 
 As a nation, we have a day set aside to be thankful for all 
of the blessings we receive. Thanksgiving Day, established by 
President Abraham Lincoln in 1863, is marked traditionally with 
feasting and gathering with family and friends. However, many 
organizations and churches across the country have made it a 
tradition to show gratitude by serving others in need. One of 
the longest-running such traditions of service in the Diocese 

of Fargo takes place in West Fargo each Thanksgiving Day at 
Blessed Sacrament Church.
 Since 1978, the parish has offered a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal every year to those who may be alone, have nowhere 
else to go, or otherwise are unable to access a meal. Due to 
COVID-19, there was no sit-down dinner in 2020. However, 
400 meals were provided to the Meals on Wheels of Fargo/
Moorhead. The event serves on average about 850 meals, 
but some years that has increased to nearly 2,000. There is 
no charge for the meals, but a free-will donation basket is set 
out for anyone to donate. Money left over is donated to the 
parish “Poor Fund.”

By Paul Braun | Editor of New Earth

Modeling the Real Presence 
through prayer and deeds

Dozens of  turkeys are donated each year for the dinner. 
Eighty turkeys will be prepared this year.

(submitted photo)

Volunteers prepare dozens of  pans of  stuffingto 
help round out the Thanksgiving meal experi-
ence at Blessed Sacrament. (submitted photo)

Eucharist and 
thanksgiving
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 The day starts with Thanksgiving Day Mass. The altar at 
Blessed Sacrament is decorated in traditional Thanksgiving 
flair. For many parishioners, the Mass is the  highlight of the 
day.
 “Even before the meal begins, the parish appropriately 
celebrates Mass, also called ‘the Eucharist,’” said Father Gary 
Luiten, pastor of Blessed Sacrament. “‘Eucharist’ is a word 
which means ‘thanksgiving.’ This is not only a spiritual meal 
but is the perfect sacrifice of Jesus to the Father, to whom we 
join ourselves in thanksgiving to feed our spirits.”  
 After Mass, it’s all hands on deck for the dozens of volunteers. 
In fact, many have been busy preparing the meal for several 
days.
 

 “It is hard to estimate the total number of volunteers that 
come and help us,” said Mary Beth Odegaard, administrative 
assistant at Blessed Sacrament parish. “Typically we have about 
30 or more helping in the preparation, like cooking and carving 
turkeys, cubing and drying the bread for stuffing, setting up 
the dining area, making the stuffing, rolling the silverware, 
etc. On Thanksgiving Day we’ll have 50 or more volunteers 
throughout the day.”
 Volunteering is one way parishioners show their gratitude 
during the event. But it’s not just those who attend Blessed 
Sacrament that come to lend a helping hand. Volunteers come 
from around the Fargo/Moorhead metro area and even farther.
 “We’ve had people from Minot, relatives of parishioners 
from Oregon, Texas, and South Carolina,” said Odegaard. 

“We’ve had Boy Scout troops and their parents and college 
students. At this point, it’s through word-of-mouth that we 
get our volunteers.”
 The parish makes the meal available to anyone who wants 
to partake, but they also provide meals for those who can’t 
attend. Each year meals are provided to the West Fargo police, 
fire and ambulance service personnel who are on duty that 
day, and Churches United for the Homeless in Moorhead for 
their evening meal. The parish once did home deliveries but 
had to stop a few years ago when volunteers were difficult to 
find to make the deliveries. However, the parish does provide 
food for the Meals on Wheels program in the area.
 The meal is financed partially through food purchased by 
the church itself, including ingredients for coleslaw, along with 
dinner rolls, and some canned goods. But the remaining parts 
of the meal, especially the turkeys, are provided through the 
generosity of parishioners and the outside community. This 
year, Blessed Sacrament expects to cook about 80 turkeys 
to meet the day’s demands. Diners may have their meal at 

Preparing the Thanksgiving meal at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in West Fargo back in 1988. (submitted photo)

Churches with Thanksgiving events:
• Park River: St. Mary’s Church conducts a food drive in November culminating at the
 ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Nov. 23 at 7 p.m.
• Grand Forks: St. Michael’s Church collects gifts and prepares a food basket for families in
 the parish who could use a little help during Christmas. The program begins during the
 Thanksgiving season, which inspires folks to help others who are in need.
• Lidgerwood: St. Boniface Church provides a Thanksgiving meal to those in need in the
 community on Thanksgiving Day.
• West Fargo: Blessed Sacrament Church invites you to Thanksgiving Nov. 24 from 11 a.m. to  
 2 p.m. Thanksgiving Dinner includes roasted turkey and all the trimmings. Take-out available.  
 Free-will offering.



14          NEW EARTH   NOVEMBER 2022

COVER STORY

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

This Could  
Be You! 

Contact Jon for 
Career Opportunities

Wayne Cherney, FIC, LUTCF 
Devils Lake  

701-662-4420  
701-739-8143 

wayne.cherney@kofc.org  

Sam Owan, FIC 
Williston/Minot  
701-609-1918  

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Joel Herman, FICF 
Wahpeton, Jamestown  

701-219-5847 
joel.herman@kofc.org 

Don Willey, FIC 
Bismarck  

701-202-9089  
don.willey@kofc.org

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Jamison Fettig 
Napoleon  

701-325-0712  
jamison.fettig@kofc.org

Our signature product. Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection for temporary needs.
Retirement income you can count on.  
Guaranteed.
Protect your assets. Get quality care.  
Prepare for the future.
Receive an income even when you are  
sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2021, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities 

Term Life Insurance 

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products  
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

A Portfolio of Protection 

Jon Beebe 
General Agent 

(605) 882-8689 
jon.beebe@kofc.org 

www.kofcbeebeagency.com

The serving line is always busy Thanksgiving Day. 
(submitted photo)

the church or bring their meal home to enjoy. Many large 
families attend to have their Thanksgiving meal together. 
No one is turned away.
 “There is nothing like a Blessed Sacrament Thanksgiving,” 
said Odegaard. “The atmosphere is one of blessings. Those 
giving of themselves to provide and to serve others are 
happy to be in that position. Those who come to eat with 
us or take their meal home to eat are grateful and thankful. 
It’s a great day!”
 This year’s meal will be served on Nov 24 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, located at 210 5th 
Ave West in West Fargo. Donations are accepted by calling 
the church at (701) 282-3321. If you are unable to volun-
teer your time, a donation may just be a way you can show 
thankfulness for the blessing in your life by helping others.
 “Even before we begin serving the turkey dinner to the 
public, we have already begun to live in the spirit of the 
day,” said Father Luiten. “We hope to serve many people 
on Thanksgiving. But I always say that if for some reason 
nothing else gets done other than Mass, it’s still been a 
good day.”
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Top 10 reasons to move to Riverview Place.
10.  Fun events, performances, excursions and more.  
9.    Enjoy delicious meals without cooking or cleaning.
8.    Live independently and only pay for the care you need. 
7.    Receive mind, body,  and spiritual nourishment
6.    Free transportation to all medical appointments. 
5.    Stay in the same apartment, from independent  

to assisted living.
4.    Enjoy nature views and walks on our lovely campus.
3.    Homey atmosphere where everyone knows your name.
2.    Attend church without walking on ice. 
1.    Never shovel again!
For a tour, call 701.237.4700.

5300 12th Street South  |  Fargo, North Dakota
Independent Living  |  Assisted Living

CHILivingCommunities.org/Riverview 

Never shovel again!

www.smphealth.org

Our North Dakota Ministries
Bottineau
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SMP Health - Ave Maria
SMP Health - St. Kateri
SMP Health - St. Raphael
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About five years ago I was introduced to a book written 
by Ralph Martin entitled Fulfillment of All Desire. I was 
immediately drawn into the book but also the story of its 

author, Ralph Martin. In 2020, I discovered a new release from 
Dr. Ralph Martin entitled A Church in Crisis: Pathways Forward. 
From the moment I finished reading it, I knew I could only 
hope to have him speak at our Real Presence Radio banquets 
(more on that later). I believe Dr. Martin’s insights, wealth of 
knowledge, and gift to think and speak from the heart of the 
Church are an antidote for our present day concerns within 
the Church and the cultural issues surrounding her.
 We read from St. John’s Gospel that a “thief comes to steal, 
slaughter and destroy” (John 10:10a), and certainly, aspects of 
present day culture have subscribed to this as a kind of motto, 
but St. John in his very next line, offers hope, “I have come that 
they may have life and have it to the full” (John 10:10b). Dr. 
Martin follows a similar pattern in his survey of the Catholic 
Church in the second half of the 20th century and early 21st 
century. He offers piercing insight into human and sinful nature 
that has penetrated areas of Church leadership in the Catholic 
Church while also giving evidence that the same Church, as the 
vehicle of salvation, provides the answer to heal the Church 
from the interior and exterior. 
 These insights are not just evolutions within the last 20 years. 
Dr. Martin penned another book entitled, Crisis of Truth in 
1982, which served as a precursor to Church in Crisis. In both 
editions, Martin carefully shares his homework, study, and 
reflections of the Catholic Church, including her leadership and 
trends within the last 40 years. These books offer a powerful 
1–2 punch for the faithful to engage and to foster a culture of 
healing, conversion, and unleashing of the Holy Spirit. Without 
giving too many spoilers, I share the following five points Dr. 
Martin acknowledges as major hits to the Church; as well as 
key insights to possible solutions and pathways forward.
Hits to the Church: Gut-check on the confusion the Church is 
currently experiencing.
1. Surveying the problems we currently face. What led to this?
2. The fog of Universalism seeking to undermine holiness, 
evangelization, and vocations
3. The sexual revolution, it’s roots and consequences
4. Religious fervor surrounding secular causes
5. Culpability and watering down of mortal sin

Pathways Forward: What we can do and how we can engage 
and enable genuine renewal.
1. The scripture, tradition, and Church Magisterium as described 
in the Catechism of the Catholic Church are indeed reliable
2. Signs of the times: repentance and judgment
3. Inexhaustible riches of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit
 Let me be clear, these insights belong to Dr. Martin. I just find 
that “he had me at hello” with his insights, timing of message, 
and depth of charisma from which he writes. To hear him 
speak, please attend any of the following banquet locations 
by registering at yourcatholicradiostation.com/banquet:
• Nov. 21 in Bismarck at the Bismarck Event Center 
• Dec. 1 in Minot at the Sleep Inn & Suites Conference Center 
• Feb. 6, 2023 in Fargo at the Delta Hotel by Marriott
 It is my hope you would find yourself affirmed and convict-
ed that the Catholic Church (amidst her faults) is indeed the 
institution Jesus Christ founded and chose as a remedy for an 
aching world in every age. I hope you will discover that you 
and I are called to holiness and that our Lord is so generous 
and confident in us that he invites us to participate in the 
sanctification of the world. Praise be Jesus Christ!

TATTERED PAGES

A deep look at the difficulties facing the Church
By Mark Hollcraft | Executive Director of Real Presence Radio

A review of Catholic books, movies, music

“A Church in Crisis:
Pathways Forward

by Dr. Ralph Martin,
published in 2020. 

HOLY FAMILY
BOOKSTORE
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Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
1336 25th Ave. S., Fargo 58103
(701) 241-7842

To Know God...
To Love God...
To Serve God...
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The Eucharistic miracle of  St. Clare of  Assisi
By Mary Hanbury | Director of Catechesis for the Diocese of Fargo

This painting of St. Clare of Assisi tells the story of the fa-
mous miracle that occurred in 1240 in which the Saracen 
soldiers stormed the convent cloister of San Damiano in 

Assisi where St. Clare and her sisters lived. The miracle story is 
taken from the writings of Tommaso da Celano; a Francisican 
Friar who lived during the time of St. Clare.
 He writes that the nuns were terrified and cried to St. Clare 
for help. St. Clare with a fearless heart though she was weak 
and sick, prostrated herself before the Lord and said, “Behold, 
my Lord, is it possible You want to deliver into the hands of 
pagans Your defenseless handmaids, whom I have taught out 
of love for You? I pray You, Lord protect these Your handmaids 
whom I cannot now save by myself.”
 She suddenly heard a voice from the tabernacle, “I will al-
ways protect you.” She then proceeded to bring a silver case 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament out before the Saracens and, 
in complete trust, called upon the Lord for that protection. The 
Saracens were struck with fear from seeing the courage of St. 
Clare and her sisters standing before them without fear. They 
retreated and left Assisi.  
 In this painting, the story as told by Tommaso da Celano is 
shown slightly different as St. Clare is holding up the Monstrance 
with her eyes gazing on the Blessed Sacrament. Her eyes show 
her pleading to the Lord for protection. The Saracens seem to 
be frightened by the Sacred Host. For dramatic effect of the 
message and power of the Eucharist, the artist depicts in the 
background a cherub opening up a curtain and angels descend 
from the clouds; thus representing the omnipresence of God. 
Heaven has opened and his legions of angels are sent to witness 
this event. We see an angel kneeling in adoration behind St. 
Clare and three distinct cherub heads below the Monstrance 
to signify the Trinity. The other angel is holding a crozier, which 
signifies that St. Clare was the Abbess of her community.
 Take note of the soldier’s lance: the light shines on part 
of the sharp blade pointed toward St. Clare to heighten the 
effect of danger she was in. Yet, our eyes are drawn right to 
the brightest part of the painting: the white host and the light 
streaming from it. The host shines brighter than the soldiers 
lance. Our eyes rest in the power of the Eucharist for protec-
tion. The protection is meant for us as well; as we too can go 
to Jesus in the Eucharist with all our life’s struggles and ask for 
protection, help, and guidance.

Gaze on the Lord's beautyGaze on the Lord's beauty
A look at Catholic images

Fr. John Horan, Carmelite Friar and our "new" Delegate,
and little Therese Sticka visit Carmel.

17765 78th Street SE, Wahpeton, ND 58075
carmelofmary.org   carmelofmary@gmail.com
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A shower of  roses

Have you ever set a goal and did all the right steps only 
to fail? Have you done this month after month and still 
fallen short? How did you feel? Hurt? Angry? Frustrated? 

Disappointed? Worthless?
 Now, think of that couple you know who is struggling with 
infertility. Think of the excitement they felt the first month they 
tried to conceive a child. The women’s mind is always thinking, 

“Am I pregnant? Is this a pregnancy symptom? Oh, I hope I’m 
pregnant!” Then her period starts. She picks up her broken heart 
and hopes again the next month. Again, she’s left disappointed. 
This goes on for months and months. Even years. 
 The couple now decides to seek medical help. They test 
hormones and have a semen analysis done. One or both show 
there are issues to be corrected. The couple then goes through 
whatever surgeries are necessary to correct the problem. They 
start trying to conceive by using target hormone therapy and 
charting. Their hope returns. They try again month after month, 
year after year, getting the same result. No pregnancy.
 By now, at least the woman, is wondering what is wrong 
with her. What has she done to displease God? What is she 
missing? Why is God punishing her? She might be angry at God 
for not helping her. She sees her siblings, neighbors, and nieces 
getting pregnant. She may start showing signs of depression. 
She stops attending baby showers. She stops holding other 
peoples’ babies. This couple suffers silently. People may give 
them advice like, “just relax; you are still young; it will happen.” 
These comments aren’t helpful for the couple. They want to 
share their story, but no one understands. No one they know 
has struggled with infertility. All they want is someone to listen 
to their pain and to hold them close and pray for them.
 My husband and I are that couple. We’ve also had a miscar-
riage. I’ve had multiple surgeries to help fix the problem. I’ve 
tried every fertility drug, HCG, and progesterone, and God has 
continued to tell us no. It is a heartbreaking and silent journey. 
Many friends and acquaintances know we’ve struggled with 
infertility since we have not had a biological child. We adopt-
ed a sibling group of three. Not many of them knew we had a 
miscarriage. We only told a few people outside of the family. 
We’ve kept silent about it. How do you bring the subject up? 
So, we didn’t. I’m sharing now because God has been tugging 
at my heart to open up and let it out.

 The journey in my heart has been a work in progress the 
last 19 years. Some days I’m good. God has blessed us with a 
beautiful family! We have a wonderful marriage. But there are 
still days when I cry, “God, what have we done wrong? Why is 
it so easy for others to get pregnant but not us?”
 I still see a pregnant mother and wonder what it would be 
like. I see a mother caring for her baby and my heart melts. It 
saddens me to know that I won’t be passing any of my genes 
or my husband’s genes on to another. I won’t have a child that 
looks like either of us. Nowadays, the grief isn’t as bad as it 
once was, but I still have difficult days. 
 This year, God has been asking me to let go, to give it all to 
him. It’s difficult because if I give up on this precious dream, I 
fear he will take it away for good, and I’ll be left empty. I once 
spoke to a priest, “God is asking me to let go of a dream. It’s 
hard because it has been a part of me for so long.” He said, 

“Look to our Mother Mary. She was asked to change her course 
of life at 15. She dreamt of having a family but when she was 
older. Instead, she said yes to God. She followed his lead. So 
ask our Mary to guide you because she understands. Pray the 
Memorare and listen to the words.” I pray this prayer every 
time those feelings come up.
 I felt God leading me to share our journey saying: “there’s 
someone out there who needs to hear they aren’t alone. It’s 
ok to share your story. Your pain. Your journey to the heart.” 
 I am also a Creighton Model Fertility Care Practitioner. I teach 
couples how to chart their cycles, learn what the woman’s body 
is doing each month, achieve and avoid pregnancy, guide them 
to doctors when they need medical help, and support them in 
pregnancies and infertility. I hold sessions in person and online. 
You can reach me at jlageinfertilitycare@yahoo.com.

Stories

faithof

Years of  infertility: a journey to the heart
By Jennifer Lagein, FCP | Parishioner of Immaculate Heart Church, Rock Lake

Jennifer Lagein with her family. (submitted photo)



Last week, I met with the deans of our diocese to discuss a 
number of issues, the most prominent of which was the ongo-
ing process of merging some of our parishes and reorganizing 

others into clusters. These moves, which have been happening 
over the past several years, are necessitated by a number of 
factors: the diminishing number of priests, demographic shifts, 
economic pressures, etc. Even as I expressed my approval for 
some of these changes, I told the deans that, for every strategy 
of consolidation, I want a strategy for growth as well.
 I simply refuse to accept the proposition that I, or any other 
bishop, should be presiding over the decline of our churches. 
By its very nature, Christianity is centrifugal, outward-tending, 
universal in purpose and scope. Jesus didn’t say, “Preach the 
Gospel to a handful of your friends,” or “Proclaim the Good 
News to your own culture.” Rather, he said to his disciples: “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matt. 28:18–19). He also instructed his followers that the gates 
of hell would not prevail against the Church he established. 
Therefore, maintaining things as they are, or managing decline, 
or treading water is not what Jesus wants or expects of us.
 Permit me to say that the expansion of our Church is by no 
means the exclusive responsibility of bishops and priests. As 
Vatican II clearly teaches, every baptized Catholic is commissioned 
to be an evangelizer. We’re all in this together. Therefore, what 
are some of the strategies of growth that can be employed by 
any Catholic? A first one is this: every family that comes regu-
larly to Mass should make it their evangelical responsibility to 
bring another family to Mass this coming year. Every faithful 
Mass-goer reading these words knows people who should be 
going to Mass and aren’t. They might be your own children or 
grandchildren. They might be coworkers who were once ardent 
Catholics and who simply drifted away from the practice of the 
faith, or perhaps people who are angry at the Church. Identify 
these wandering sheep and make it your evangelical challenge 
to bring them back to Mass. If we all did this successfully, we 
would double the size of our parishes in a year.
 A second recommendation is to pray for the expansion of 
the Church. According to the Scriptures, nothing great is ever 
accomplished apart from prayer. So ask the Lord, insistently, 
fervently, even stubbornly, to bring back his scattered sheep. 

Just as we have to beg the harvest master to raise up workers 
to gather in his harvest, so we have to beg him to increase his 
sheepfold. I would encourage the elderly and the homebound in 
a parish to take on this specific task. And I might ask those who 
regularly do Eucharistic Adoration to spend 15 or 30 minutes 
a day asking the Lord for this specific favor. Or I would suggest 
that liturgy planners include petitions for the growth of the 
parish in the prayers of the faithful at Sunday Mass. 
 A third enjoinder is to invite seekers to raise their questions. 
I know from lots of concrete experience over the past 20 years 
that many young people, even those who claim hostility to 
the faith, are actually deeply interested in religion. Like Herod 
listening to the preaching of John the Baptist in prison, even 
the seemingly anti-religious will go on religious websites and 
attend carefully to what is being discussed. So ask those who 
have disaffiliated why they no longer come to Mass. You might 
be surprised by how ready they are to tell you. But then, you 
have to have followed the recommendation of St. Peter: “Always 
be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for your hope” (1 Pet. 3:15). In other words, if you elicit 
questions, you better be ready to give some answers. This means 
that you have to bone up on your theology, your apologetics, 
your Scripture, your philosophy, and your church history. If that 
sounds daunting, remember that in the last 25 years or so there 
has been an explosion of literature in just these areas, focusing 
precisely on the kinds of questions that young seekers tend to 
ask—and most of it is available readily online.
 A fourth and final suggestion that I would make is this: be 
kind. Sherry Waddell, whose Forming Intentional Disciples has 
become a modern classic in the field of evangelization, says 
that a crucial first step in bringing someone to the faith is the 
establishment of trust. If someone thinks that you are a good 
and decent person, she is far more likely to listen to you speak 
about your faith. May I be blunt? Even the most casual glance 
at Catholic social media reveals a plethora of obnoxious behav-
ior. Far, far too many seem intent upon trumpeting their own 
correctness, focusing on narrow issues that are unintelligible 
and irrelevant to most people, and tearing down their enemies. 
I fear that this reality on social media may be an amplification 
of attitudes in the Church outside of the digital space. These 
attitudes are inimical to evangelization. A colleague of mine 
has related that in his conversations with the alienated and 
unaffiliated that what keeps them away from the Church is their 
experience of what they describe as meanness from believers. 
So both online and in real life, be kind. No one will be interested 
in hearing about the faith life of bitter and unhappy people. 
 So, we have our marching orders: proclaim the Lord Jesus 
Christ to all nations. Let us start with our own parishes and 
families. Let us never settle for maintenance of the status quo.

4 ways to grow the Church

WORD ON FIRE

BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
Theologian and evangelist, known for his 
Word on Fire ministry. Bishop of the Diocese 
of Winona-Rochester, Minn.
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There seems to be no limit to what people will consider 
doing with human remains. Most of us are familiar with 
cremation and the popularity of “spreading ashes” here 

and there. But entrepreneurs continue to find new ways to use 
human remains.
 A person can now have remains made into all sorts of jewelry 
or glass art. They can turn them into artificial stones. They can 
get a tattoo with ink made with the remains. They can send 
the remains to space. They can make them part of a coral reef. 
They can shoot them off as part of a fireworks display. They can 
make them part of a vinyl record. They can have them made 
into bullets and shotgun cartridges. They can even make them 
into pencils. And yes, the shavings left over from sharpening 
the pencils are also human remains.
 From a Catholic perspective, these actions are scandalous, 
disrespectful, and even horrifying.
 Catholic teaching is centered on the life and dignity of the 
human person because each person is created in the image 
and likeness of God. The human body is a physical, material 
manifestation of God’s image and shares in that dignity (Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, no. 364). Even in death, we show 
reverence and compassion for God’s creation by praying for 
and laying to rest the departed and caring for those grieving 
the death of a loved one.
 The Catholic Church does not forbid cremation, but she does 
ask that, when possible, the body be available for the funeral rite 
and that the dignity of the body be respected after cremation. 
This means that the remains should be placed in a respectable 
container and kept together.
 The trend toward more “alternative” uses of the human body 
does not stop the use of cremated remains. Several states have 
legalized alkaline hydrolysis and composting of human remains. 
Alkaline hydrolysis reduces the human body to bone ash and a 
liquid substance through a chemical reaction. While the bone 

ashes might be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid 
substance that is produced in the process, which can amount 
to 300 gallons, is usually flushed into the public waste system. 
Human composting involves placing the body in a box with 
wood chips. The box is covered and every few days the box—
that is, the human body—is rocked, just as you would do with 
composting bin. The resulting “soil” is used like any other soil.
 Usually, the only groups opposing legalizing these methods 
are the state Catholic conferences. The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference opposed a bill to legalize alkaline hydrolysis in 2017.
 Someone might wonder why the Catholic Church would oppose 
legalizing these practices for non-Catholics. After all, Catholic 
teaching on respecting the deceased human body sounds very 

“Catholic.” It is about our creation in the image of God, Christ’s 
incarnation into a human body, and the resurrection of our 
bodies; all things that non-Catholics might not believe.
 It is a good question, especially since the Catholic Church 
typically does not take a position on a public policy matters 
unless the position can be supported by reason alone and 
without resorting to doctrine. For example, someone does not 
need to believe in the Ten Commandments to conclude that 
theft is wrong.
 The Church opposes legalization of these methods because 
how people treat the deceased says something about who we 
are as a community and society. It is not just a “Catholic thing.” 
It is a human thing.
 That is why all communities have laws about how deceased 
human bodies are treated. North Dakota law, for example, tightly 
regulates how deceased persons are moved and interred. It 
prohibits dissection of the body except under limited circum-
stances. It prohibits selling human bodies. It prohibits exhuming 
human bodies after burial except under exigent circumstances. 
It prohibits desecration of, and sexual acts with, dead bodies.
 Not all of these laws exist for health and safety reasons. Some 
of them exist because the acts prohibited offend the commu-
nity’s standards for respectability. Human composting and 
alkaline hydrolysis offend—or should offend—the community. 
The more we treat the body as mere material that can be used 
and treated like a commodity, the more we diminish respect 
for our own bodies and the bodies of those around us. When 
that happens, human persons themselves—body and soul from 
conception to natural death—are disrespected.

How we treat the deceased reflects who we are
CATHOLIC ACTION

CHRISTOPHER DODSON
Executive director of the North Dakota Catholic  
Conference, which acts on behalf of the 
Catholic bishops of N.D. to respond to public 
policy issues of concern to the Catholic Church
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Dean Martin echoed a basic truth in his signature song, 
Everybody Loves Somebody. Love’s reach extends beyond 
song and art into religion. Jesus, whose life is our greatest 

lesson about love, identified love as the path to salvation. Love 
goes beyond well-wishing to action, the “laying down” of life. 
Jesus saved us through giving. He gave us himself.
 We’ve all experienced the joy of giving, the excitement of 
presenting an unsolicited gift or a particularly generous one. 
We enjoy witnessing the joy our gift brings. Parents experience 
this when they give to young children. We all experience it 
when we give to a friend, a neighbor, a charity, or a stranger.
 However, the warm feeling that accompanies giving is the 
least important part of the experience. The truth is we need 
to give because we grow by giving. The world would have us 
believe that we grow by getting: the more I have, the more 
I am. In this view, persons are defined by things. Personal 
possessions count more than personal qualities, like character 
and virtue. But a fast car or a flashy cell phone is a poor means 
of self-expression. In order to express ourselves, we need to 
share our uniqueness with others, to create and to give.

 Giving allows us to grow socially. We need relationships 
and relationships are enriched by giving. Giving helps us to 
understand the true purpose of our possessions. We should 
own things in order to increase our ability to serve others. Do 
our possessions also extend our ability to love? If they are 
shared with others, they can.
 We sometimes hold back our giving because of fear. If I 
volunteer my time and donate my money, will I have enough 
left for me? Am I willing to risk sacrifice? Giving and sacrifice 
strengthen relationships. When we give, we strengthen the 
community. As St. Paul says, “Love never fails” (1 Cor. 13:8).
 We all have a need to give—a need to love “somebody some-
time.” Because God loved us first, he has given us abundant 
life and a unique combination of gifts. Through our baptism, 
Jesus calls us to join his mission of salvation, and our gifts are 
tools which contribute to that mission. When we give, we obey 
the first commandment, we practice the greatest virtue, and 
we reveal ourselves as Christian stewards.
Adapted from an article by Rev. Jon Thomas, Parochial Vicar, 
Christ Our Light Parish, Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

Why we need to give 

STEWARDSHIP
STEVE SCHONS   
Director of stewardship and development 
for the Diocese of Fargo
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If you have given up hope that your marriage can and will get
better, ask your spouse to consider attending a Retrouvaille

program. Retrouvaille is an international Christian-based
ministry that offers a three-stage program to help couples

improve their marriages. First, a weekend program is attended,
followed by post-weekend meetings. Finally, an ongoing

monthly small group of couples gather for support and growth. 

Faith, hope, and love

Weekend for couples March 3-5, 2023

For more information, 
Call (701) 356-7903 or visit HelpOurMarriage.com

Are these present in your
marriage? Have you given
up hope that they can be?
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I’m in my first year of seminarian formation at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary. As with any big change in life, it’s full of emotions, 
excitement, apprehension, longing, and peace. I was struck 

on my way out to the Mount by a thought, “I’ve packed my 
entire life into a van, I’m driving halfway across the country 
to re-enter school at 27, but this does not strike me as odd.”
 I told our diocesan Vocations Director, Father Metzger, this 
thought. He explained that not every seminarian feels as con-
fident at first, and that I should be grateful to the Lord for the 
feeling of peace I have. When I arrived at the seminary, I had 
the move-in jitters, like the feeling of having too much coffee, or 
like the nerves of meeting 40 to 50 new people and praying that 
I don’t make a fool of myself. Fortunately, the new seminarians 
all managed to hit it off swimmingly, and we managed to bond 
quite closely over the week of orientation activities.  
 Orientation week went by in a blur, which I attribute to in-
formation overload. The range of information went from day-
to-day routines and how to pray the liturgy of the hours, to an 
in depth look at the history of the Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
and the founding of Catholic education in the United States. 
Halfway through the week, the senior seminarians returned 
to join us and the formation process began again.
 We start every day at 6:45 a.m. with Morning Prayer and 
Mass in Immaculate Conception Chapel, the large chapel for the 
whole university. We meet again as a whole seminarian body 
at 5 p.m. for Evening Prayer in the smaller seminary chapel, St. 
Bernard’s Chapel. It’s awe-inspiring to see and be part of an 
atmosphere of such reverence and devout prayer.
 As a first-year seminarian, most of my classes are philosophy 
classes, such as logic and ancient philosophy. It was immediately 
evident that these classes, classes not specifically theological, 
are indeed linked to our understanding of the Church and help 
us understand and explain our faith. The professors and all our 
formators are experts in what they teach and are an endless 
fount of lessons, stories, and advice. The seminarians as well 
have come from all walks of life and thus all have unique expe-
riences to share. All put together, it creates a fantastic, dynamic 

community where learning, prayer, and fraternity are all come 
together as a whole.
 At the end of the second week of classes, we had a silent 
retreat. It was the first one that I had ever been on and was 
quite peaceful. There is nothing quite like pure silence to seek 
a deeper relationship with God in solitude, but also among 
other seminarians. This experience helped reinforce within 
me an understanding that one is never alone, even in silence, 
because we always have God with us. 
 All these experiences have helped—in so little time—to 
shape me into a new person, one whom is confident that 
God will keep me strong in times of desolations and hopeful 
for renewed consolations to follow. I thank God for all these 
wonderful lessons and people. Seminary is certainly a change 
in my manner of living, but if I had to make every step, every 
stumble, and every jump in life that I’ve made to be where I 
am, I wouldn’t change a thing.

Back to school at age 27

SEMINARIAN LIFE

MATT FOLLIS
Pre-Theology I at Mount St. Mary
Seminary; Emmitsburg, Md.
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Religious gifts for all occasions
Baptism, First Communion,
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statues, jewelry, crucifixes, candles,
books, church supplies, rosaries,
nativity sets, greeting cards,
children and baby gifts

Hurley's
Religious Goods
Serving our faith community since 1951

Join Bishop Folda at any of these Regional Listening Sessions
(6:30 pm to 9 pm unless otherwise noted)

Tues. Jan. 17: Holy Spirit, Fargo
Sun. Jan. 22: Holy Cross, West Fargo (2 to 4:30 pm)

Tues. Jan. 24: Sts. Anne and Joachim, Fargo
Mon. Jan. 30: St. Joseph’s, Devils Lake
Tues. Jan. 31: St. James Basilica, Jamestown
Thurs. Feb. 2: St. Michael’s, Grand Forks
Tues. Feb. 7: St. Catherine’s, Valley City
Wed. Feb 8: St. John’s, Wahpeton
Tues. Feb. 14: St. Alphonsus, Langdon
Wed. Feb. 15: St. Ann’s, Belcourt
Thurs. Feb. 16: St. Therese, Rugby
Tues. Feb. 21: St. Philip Neri, Napoleon
Thurs. Feb. 23: St. John’s, Grafton
Tues. Feb. 28: Holy Rosary, LaMoure
Wed. March 8: St. Paul Newman Center, Fargo
Thurs. March 9: St. Thomas Newman Center, Grand Forks

All of the faithful are encouraged and invited to attend these events. The Listening Session will begin with
adoration, reflection on Scripture, and prayer. This will be followed by a time in a gathering space to discuss
and to reflect together as a community on these questions: What are the top three things that are working
well at your parish/the diocese? What are the top three challenges to address in your parish/the diocese?
What is one step I might be called to take to respond?

As part of the listening and preparation phase for our Fargo Diocesan
Synod, we are doing a parish self-reflection survey. The goal of this survey
is three-fold: to gauge where the faith of the Church is at in the Diocese of
Fargo, to help the faithful reflect upon where they are at and where they
could be, and to begin the discussion about what the next steps are to help
get us where the Holy Spirit wants us to be.

The self-reflection can be accessed online at www.fargodiocese.org/synod.
Paper forms of the questionnaire are also available at parishes. The faithful
are asked to complete the self-reflection online or bring the paper form to
their parish office before the first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27.

Listening and Preparatory Phase
begins for the Fargo Diocesan Synod

Use the QR code
for quick access
from your phone.
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Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery, Karlsruhe (submitted photo)

We A call to pray for those 
who have gone before us

Please remember in prayer the faithful departed from our 
parishes, our diocese, and throughout the world. Included 
are those who passed away between Oct. 1, 2021 and Sept. 
30, 2022. If someone you love was not included in this list, 
we will include them in the Dec. 2022 New Earth issue.

Clergy: Father William Sherman–May 4, 2022; Father James 
Lauerman–July 28, 2022; Father Richard LaCorte–Sept. 11, 
2022.

Deacons: Deacon Jim Perius–Aug. 28, 2022.

Religious: Sister Mary Ann Schmitz, SMP–Nov. 8, 2021; 
Sister M. Edwardine Gerou, OSF–Jan. 27, 2022.

ALCIDE - St. Anthony’s Church: Arnold Poitra–Oct. 6, 2021; 
Hubert L. Parisien–Oct. 10, 2021; Courtney Reyes–Oct. 14, 
2021; David L. Morin–Nov. 9, 2021; William J. Decoteau–
Jan. 25, 2022; Roxanne Turlington–Feb. 5, 2022; Tina K. 
Day–Feb. 20, 2022; Leona LaFloe–Apr. 8, 2022; Kimberly 
Azure–July 11, 2022; Blair Thomas–Aug. 14, 2022. 

ANAMOOSE - St. Francis Xavier’s Church: Edmund “Eddie” 
Schatz–Apr. 29, 2022; Rosie Ponzer–June 11, 2022; Donald 
E. Mayer–July 5, 2022; Robert D. Kapfer–July 20, 2022.

ARGUSVILLE - St. William’s Church: Roger Hoffart–Oct. 4, 
2021.

ASHLEY - St. David’s Church: Wessly A. Overby–Aug. 21, 
2022.

BALTA - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church: Corrine Mack–Nov 
19, 2021; Wesley Muffenbier–July 12, 2022.

BECHYNE - Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church: Stella K. Shirek–
May 29, 2022; Bennie J. Hodny–Sept. 2, 2022.

BELCOURT - St. Ann’s Church: Dorothy Baumgartner–Oct. 
2, 2021; Gayle Decoteau–Oct. 6, 2021; Lisa Desjarlais–Oct. 
10, 2021; Linda  Williams–Oct. 15, 2021; Dennis G. La-
verdure–Nov. 16, 2021; Ernest V. Parisien–Nov. 22, 2021; 
Shirley A. Barron–Nov. 26, 2021; Gerald L. Poitra–Dec. 10, 
2021; Jeanette V. Parisien–Dec. 29, 2021; Marsha Wallette–
Jan. 6, 2022; Theresa M. Parisien–Jan. 9, 2022; James R. 
Robbins–Jan. 11, 2022; Sandy LaFromboise–Jan. 13, 2022; 
Cecilia Cote–Jan. 13, 2022; Geraldine LaFromboise-Mar-
cavage–Jan. 16, 2022; Timothy Gourneau–Jan. 19, 2022; 
Dale J. Wallette–Feb. 8, 2022; Linda F. Lebeau-Azure–Feb. 
13, 2022; Madeline Keplin–Feb. 19, 2022; Allen S. Poitra–
Mar. 5, 2022; Sheila J. Nadeau–Mar. 9, 2022; Ronald 
Nadeau–Mar. 15, 2022; Dorothy “SoSweet” R. Davis–Mar. 
16, 2022; David Decoteau–Mar. 23, 2022; Iris D. Morin–
Mar. 28, 2022; Richard P. Laverdure–Mar. 28, 2022; Dorene 
A. Malaterre–Mar. 31, 2022; Michael Allard–Apr. 2, 2022; 
Ellen M. Lafrombois–Apr. 10, 2022; Michael J. Fox–Apr. 16, 
2022; Oliver F. Vallie–Apr. 17, 2022; Velma Morin–Apr. 29, 
2022; Vernon A. Gourneau–May 5, 2022; Melvin C. Morin, 
Jr.–May 6, 2022; William R. Poitra, Sr.–June 13, 2022; Austin 
Poitra–June 19, 2022; James  Bruce–June 23, 2022; Myron 
Delong–July 1, 2022; Frederick Delong–July 2, 2022; Kristy 
M. Malaterre–July 19, 2022; Linda Brunelle–July 28, 2022; 
Lisa M. Allick–Aug. 12, 2022; Alice Amyotte–Aug. 19, 2022; 
Sherri Jerome–Aug. 19, 2022; Deborah McGillis–Aug. 28, 

Remember
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2022; Kevin J. Davis–Aug. 31, 2022; Cheron L. Keplin–Sept. 
1, 2022; Maria F. Davis–Sept. 8, 2022; Adel R. Poitra–Sept. 
9, 2022; Rita Brien–Sept. 25, 2022.

BELCOURT - St. Benedict’s Church: Robert “Bob” Herdt–
May 19, 2022; Alisa Siroti–June 14, 2022; Vicky Nadeau–
June 15, 2022; Richard “RJ” Morin–June 30, 2022; Benedict 
“Chiman” LaFountain–June 30, 2022.

BOTTINEAU - St. Mark’s Church: Carol Carbonneau–Nov. 
24, 2021; Margaret “Margie” Mehlhoff–Feb. 8, 2022; Mitch 
Schmidt–Feb. 26, 2022.

BUFFALO - St. Thomas Church: John G. Hansen–Nov. 17, 
2021.

CANDO - Sacred Heart Church: Gene O. Dyste–Dec. 25, 
2021; Joyce M. Freund–Jan. 24, 2022; Richard A. Wagner–
Mar. 7, 2022; Judy E. Deplazes–June 27, 2022; Geradline 
“Babe” E. Belzer–July 22, 2022.

CARRINGTON - Sacred Heart Church: Evangeline “Angie” 
Blonigen–Oct. 8, 2021; Catherine J. Palmer–Oct. 21, 2021; 
Virginia Freeman–Dec. 12, 2021; Patricia Grosser–Dec. 15, 
2021; Robert “Bob” Theis–Feb. 10, 2022; Charles Mehring–
Mar. 19, 2022; Helen M. Karpen–July 2, 2022; Rosemary 
Voglewede–July 8, 2022; Thomas R. Zabrecky–Sept. 29, 
2022.

CASSELTON - St. Leo’s Church: Gerald J. Volk–Oct. 2, 2021; 
Kenneth S. Christl–Oct. 28, 2021; Linus M. Kensok–Jan. 12, 
2022; Paul D. Spooner–Aug 3, 2022.

CAVALIER - St. Brigid’s Church: LaVonne Morrison–Nov. 9, 
2021; Linda Lage–Jan. 2, 2022.

CAYUGA - Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church: Louie Gaukler–Aug. 
4, 2022.

COOPERSTOWN - St. George Church: Darlene Westergren–
Dec. 8, 2021; Chad A. Zimprich–July 7, 2022. 

DAZEY - St. Mary’s Church: Richard L. Pfeifer–Nov. 20, 2021; 
Gerald “Jerry” Kunze–Mar. 1, 2022.

DEVILS LAKE - St. Joseph’s Church: Louis “Louie” Kraft–Oct. 
21, 2021; Scott C. Maloney–Oct. 27, 2021; Jack J. Maloney–
Oct. 27, 2021; Alma I. Nagel-Pulst–Nov. 1, 2021; Richard F. 
Ginther–Nov. 4, 2021; Kenneth K. Koppen–Nov. 5, 2021; Leo 
Ziegler–Nov. 10, 2021; Loren Kurtz–Nov. 18, 2021; Raymond 
V. Sainsbury–Nov. 23, 2021; Marge A. Hoffarth–Nov. 24, 
2021; Nicholas “Nick” Streifel–Nov. 25, 2021; Joseph W. 
Bosch–Nov. 26, 2021; Alfred “Baldie” Herman–Dec. 4, 2021; 
Margo L. Van Leur–Dec. 9, 2021; John “Jay” Hartl II–Dec. 10, 
2021; Michael L. Longie–Dec. 23, 2021; Michael “Micky” 
McCanna–Dec. 23, 2021; Walter Lang–Jan. 9, 2022; Bert 
P. Steffen–Feb. 4, 2022; Ernestine H. Dauphinais–Feb. 4, 
2022; Marvin H. Ewert–Feb. 13, 2022; Joann M. Binder–Feb. 
17, 2022; Norman Heisler–Feb. 22, 2022; Michael Kurtz, 

Jr.–Feb. 22, 2022; Donovan L. Kitsch–Mar. 1, 2022; Frank 
Bachmeier–Mar. 10, 2022; Regina “Jennie” C. Melland–
Mar. 14, 2022; Mary L. Kowalski–Mar. 20, 2022; Michael 
J. Mertens–Mar. 28, 2022; Karl L. Kraft–Apr. 2, 2022; Carol 
A. Leevers–Apr. 5, 2022; Shirley “Chicken” Herman–Apr. 8, 
2022; Whalen Wasacase–May 6, 2022; Curtis L. Nelson–
May 7, 2022; Robert “Bob” E. Bukowski–May 11, 2022; 
Marie C. Eback–May 15, 2022; Jeffery “Jeff” Huber–May 17, 
2022; Agnes Thomas–May 17, 2022; Edwin L. Goeser–May 
22, 2022; Karen M. Liere–May 22, 2022; Stacy A. Janzen–
May 22, 2022; Irene C. Evert–May 26, 2022; Phillip H. Stef-
fan–May 28, 2022; Lois J. Reardon–June 9, 2022; Donald M. 
Anderson–June 11, 2022; Maurice “Morris” L. Schwan–June 
13, 2022; Vivian A. Asleson–July 1, 2022; Mila J. Horn-
stein–July 1, 2022; Magdalene “Lynn” Waldo–July 25, 2022; 
David N. Eversvik–July 28, 2022; Raymond J. Burkhard–Aug. 
1, 2022; John “Jack” M. Bachmeier–Aug. 2, 2022; LuAnn 
Schiele–Aug. 14, 2022; Elaine Axtman–Aug. 22, 2022; Jason 
C. Streifel–Aug. 23, 2022; Eileen A. Boguslawski–Aug. 31, 
2022; Linnea Krueger–Sept. 23, 2022.

DRAKE - St. Margaret Mary’s Church: Christine Schell–Jan. 
23, 2022; Jenny Lemer–Feb. 6, 2022; Peter Ziegler–Apr. 5, 
2022; Rickie Hoaglund–May 10, 2022; Armin Erdmann–May 
11, 2022; Francis “Frank” J. Lemer–July 2, 2022; Nancy A. 
Miller–Sept. 22, 2022.

DRAYTON - St. Edward’s Church: Melissa S. Kuznia–Mar. 13, 
2022; Janice Lorenzen–Mar. 20, 2022; Caren Woinarowicz–
June 25, 2022; Theodore “Ted” Passa–July 2, 2022.

DUNSEITH - St. Michael’s Church: Charlene Fluhrer–Nov. 
20, 2021; Wyman F. Enno, Jr.–Apr. 29, 2022.

EDGELEY - Transfiguration Church: Kent Meidinger–Oct. 31, 
2021; Margaret Larson–Jan. 10, 2022; Joe Schlosser–Mar. 6, 
2022; Katherine Gorman–May 25, 2022; Lester Schlosser–
June 16, 2022.

ELLENDALE - St. Helena’s Church: Lela L. Houghton–Oct. 10, 
2021.

ENDERLIN - St. Patrick’s Church: Shirley A. Stoffel–Oct. 26, 
2021; James R. Armbrust–Dec. 5, 2021; Charles S. Loomer–
July 13, 2022.

ESMOND - St. Boniface Church: James Leier–Nov. 11, 2021; 
Andrew J. Rieger–Dec. 9, 2021; Victorina Axtman–Mar. 3, 
2022; Jeffery Streifel–June 29, 2022; Keith Laframboise–July 
16, 2022; James L. Rieger–July 27, 2022; Danelle M. Ger-
main–Aug. 26, 2022; Leo Hoffner–Sept. 11, 2022. Annatasia 
“Anna” Neis–Sept. 23, 2022.

FARGO - Sts. Anne and Joachim Church: Paul Ujwok–Oct. 
5, 2021; William Gellner–Oct. 10, 2021; John Mari–Nov. 6, 
2021; Dr. Justo L. Mari–Nov. 9, 2021; Ernest “Ernie” Stein-
man–Jan. 7, 2022; Janice L. Baker–Jan. 21, 2022; 
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Joseph B. Ott–Feb. 5, 2022; Robert Skalicky–Mar. 1, 2022; 
Todd A. Boss–Apr. 15, 2022; Travis M. Anderson–Apr. 18, 
2022; Phyllis Unterseher–July 14, 2022; Asunta Kumyangi–
July 23, 2022; Ella S. Sweeney–Aug. 7, 2022; Sharon Gun-
wall–Sept. 15, 2022; Stacy Lauinger–Sept. 25, 2022.

FARGO - St. Anthony’s Church: Rose M. Olson–Oct. 15, 
2021; Kathleen Mercil–Oct. 16, 2021; Marie Ann Finney–
Oct. 16, 2021; Stephen T. Gorman–Oct. 29, 2021; Kathryn 
“Kay” Moorhead–Nov. 28, 2021; Mary H. Vondal–Dec. 8, 
2021; Mary Ann Schmitke–Dec. 9, 2021; Catherine Scha-
fer–Dec. 10, 2021; Deb Broderson–Dec. 17, 2021; Mike 
Wolf–Dec. 30, 2021; Jay Schmallen–Jan. 3, 2022; Harper 
Blake–Jan. 28, 2022; Mario J. Villarreal–Feb. 1, 2022; Mar-
tha Wells–Feb. 11, 2022; Jake Blotsky–Feb. 12, 2022; Mary 
Noah–Feb. 22, 2022; Linda Wigdahl–Mar. 10, 2022; Patrick 
Anton–Mar. 21, 2022; Victoria Bruns–Apr. 23, 2022; Shan-
non R. Seeb–May 8, 2022; Rene W. Cossette–June 3, 2022; 
Jeane Sweeney–June 30, 2022; Thomas  Marsden–July 6, 
2022; Georgia L. Snyder–July 11, 2022; Vincent Kalk–July 
17, 2022; Jerome Differding–July 18, 2022; Sandra K. Borg–
Aug. 10, 2022; Fernand Duval–Aug. 13, 2022; Margaret M. 
Urich–Aug. 15, 2022; Daniel J. O’Day–Aug. 16, 2022; Roland 
J. Luken–Aug. 31, 2022; Susanne Dukart–Sept. 6, 2022.

FARGO - Holy Spirit Church: Edward Deibert–Oct. 8, 2021; 
Donald Schwinden–Oct. 16, 2021; Rosemary Baer–Jan. 
5, 2022; Barbara R. Grossman–Jan. 11, 2022; Dorothy 
Magelky–Jan. 15, 2022; Sandra A. Reynolds–Feb. 9, 2022; 
Matthew Whetzel–Mar. 4, 2022; Carmen Seifert–Mar. 15, 
2022; James Haley, Sr.–Apr. 6, 2022; Rose Ruud–Apr. 15, 
2022; Sharon Deibert–June 9, 2022; Norma Magelky–June 
10, 2022; Bernadine D. Jundt–July 24, 2022; Alfred “AJ” J. 
Martin–Sept. 24, 2022. 

FARGO - Cathedral of St. Mary: Virginia Robertsdahl–Oct. 
9, 2021; Sylvia Borud–Oct. 17, 2021; Sharon Gerlach–Oct. 
19, 2021; Tim Streifel–Nov. 12, 2021; David Dahlin–Jan. 19, 
2022; Margaret Cheney–Feb. 13, 2022; Robert J. Wagner–
Apr 23, 2022; Kosiriya Barasokoroza–Apr. 24, 2022; Elaine 
Cihak–May 16, 2022; Stephen Arel–June 24, 2022; Leslie 
A. Sullivan–July 28, 2022; Kathleen Beeson–Aug. 8, 2022; 
Roberto DeLaCruz-Quiroz–Aug. 24, 2022; James O’Connor–
Sept. 7, 2022.

FARGO - Nativity Church: Marcelian “Marcy” DeSautel–
Oct. 23, 2021; Thomas D. Steele–Nov. 11, 2021; James 
Gibb–Nov. 18, 2021; Diane Genoch–Dec. 18, 2021; Thomas 
A. Pelletier–Jan. 28, 2022; Joseph Thomas–Feb. 27, 2022; 
Patricia Sletmoe–Mar. 17, 2022; Wilma Witte–Mar. 27, 
2022; Tam Le Huynh–Apr. 30, 2022; Kenegunda “Keney” 
Foster–June 16, 2022; Patrick Colliton–June 26, 2022; 
Theresa Lothspeich–July 2, 2022; Mary Kelly–July 3, 2022; 
James “Jim” Kappel–Aug. 8, 2022; Patrick Moch–Aug. 25, 
2022; Anton “Tony” Renner–Aug. 28, 2022; Richard A. Rus-
tad–Sept. 15, 2022; Helen Bjornson–Sept. 20, 2022; Roger 
Fritz–Sept. 22, 2022; Marian Stine–Sept. 26, 2022; Claire 
Frison–Dec. 22, 2022.

FESSENDEN - St. Augustine’s Church: Marvin Miller–Feb. 
26, 2022; Rose M. Budish–Aug. 17, 2022.

FINGAL - Holy Trinity Church: Rita M. Steidl–Nov. 28, 2021; 
Donald J. Gruman–Dec. 10, 2021; Connie Sherman–Feb. 1, 
2022; Lowell E. Laufenberg–Mar. 7, 2022; Brenda M. Aase–
July 14, 2022.

FINLEY - St. Olaf Church: Denis R. Lndstrom–May 21, 2022.

FORMAN - St. Mary’s Church: JoAnn R. Braun–Nov. 27, 
2021; Marie J. Pearson–Dec. 4, 2021; Eugene Miller–Jan. 
12, 2022; Theresa I. Wilke–Jan. 23, 2022; Margaretta C. 
Schudar–Feb. 18, 2022; Vivian D. Kosmatka–Apr. 28, 2022.

GENESEO - St. Martin’s Church: James G. Smykowski–Dec. 
9, 2021; Renata B. Rubey–Jan. 25, 2022.

GRAND FORKS - Holy Family Church: Janice Smidt–Oct. 
6, 2021; Rufina Keegan–Oct. 9, 2021; Antoinette “Toni” 
D’Heilly–Oct. 23, 2021; Alma Helm–Oct. 26, 2021; Yvonne 
Hanley–Nov. 10, 2021; Sharlane Fearing–Nov. 27, 2021; 
Stephen “Alex” Cooley–Nov. 27, 2021; Beverly Rosencrans–
Dec. 19, 2021; James Burckhard–Jan. 4, 2022; Debra Nel-
son–Feb. 12, 2022; Elizabeth “Betty” Larson–Feb. 26, 2022; 
Joan Kieffer–Mar. 10, 2022; Rick Fayette–Mar. 31, 2022; 
Marilee Koopman–Apr. 9, 2022; Richard “Dick” Taylor–May 
1, 2022; William Powers–May 27, 2022; Ronald Rieger–
June 9, 2022; Darlene Bowman–July 20, 2022; Cory J. An-
derson–July 23, 2022; David Jelinek–Sept. 2, 2022; Santiago 
Ramirez–Sept. 3, 2022; L. Russell Brown–Sept. 6, 2022.

GRAND FORKS - St. Michael’s Church: Jeffrey Aamodt–Oct. 
11, 2021; Mary Ann Bushaw–Oct. 23, 2021; Robert “Bob” 
Lutovsky–Oct. 23, 2021; Kristen Newland–Oct. 25, 2021; 
Doris Delmaire–Nov. 3, 2021; Hilda Wilhelmi–Nov. 10, 
2021; Delores Gerszewski–Nov. 14, 2021; Agnes Hamerlik–
Nov. 25, 2021; Robert Montgomery–Nov. 29, 2021; Daniel 
Narlock–Dec. 19, 2021; Norval Meagher–Dec. 23, 2021; 
Bruce Tufte–Dec. 24, 2021; Peggy O’Connell–Jan. 1, 2022; 
Faye Swangler–Jan. 12, 2022; Harry Altendorf–Jan. 25, 
2022; Dorothy Helland–Jan. 25, 2022; Mary L. Ekren–Jan. 

IN MEMORIAM

“The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is my life’s refuge; of 
whom am I afraid?” –Psalm 27:1
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29, 2022; Margaret Holm–Mar. 25, 2022; Paulette Hogan–
Mar. 31, 2022; Irene E. Zon–Apr. 6, 2022; Gertrude Smude–
Apr. 7, 2022; Robert “Bobby” Freestone–Apr. 26, 2022; 
Dawn D. Storey–May 3, 2022; Evelyn Eisenzimmer–May 6, 
2022; Earl L. LaBrecque–May 11, 2022; Eileen Bertlesen–
May 18, 2022; Theresa Wald–May 18, 2022; Elizabeth 
“Betty” Daily–May 19, 2022; Joan Simmer–May 24, 2022; 
Patrick “Pat” Robertson–May 27, 2022; Betty Schwartz–
June 15, 2022; Larry L. Kennedy–June 22, 2022; Rory “Skip” 
T. Hageman–June 25, 2022; Frank Stropincky–July 1, 2022; 
Jeremy Deitz–Aug. 5, 2022; David Griggs–Aug. 14, 2022; 
Mary Sue Thomson–Aug. 24, 2022; John Ebertowski III–Aug. 
26, 2022; Beverly Swingen-Price–Aug. 31, 2022; Maxine 
K. Rasmussen–Sept. 2, 2022; Gerald A. Lizakowski–Sept. 
9, 2022; Jerome “Jerry” Olderbak–Sept. 9, 2022; F. Daryl 
Durkin–Sept. 14, 2022; Tammi Penn–Sept. 17, 2022; Gerald 
“Jerrry” L. Cain–Sept. 19, 2022; George G. Tuma–Sept. 20, 
2022; Marty J. Dornheim–Sept. 27, 2022.

GRAND FORKS - St. Mary’s Church: Ruth E. Holweger–Oct. 
3, 2021; Robert “Bob” L. Schneider–Oct. 20, 2021; William 
“Bill” Dohman–Nov. 6, 2021; Ronald L. Pruett, Sr–Nov. 8, 
2021; Donald “Don” J. Evenson–Jan. 28, 2022; Karen B. 
Mondry–Feb. 9, 2022; Peggy Pruett–Apr. 17, 2022; De-
Wayne J. Janzen–Apr. 27, 2022; Brian Passa–June 20, 2022; 
David L. Straus–June 29, 2022.

GRAFTON - St. John’s Church: Raul Rodriguez–Oct. 15, 
2021; Robert J. Olson–Oct. 23, 2021; Roger Mattson–Oct. 
31, 2021; Richard Osowski–Nov. 21, 2021; Kenneth A. 
Osowski–Dec. 21, 2021; Robert P. Novak–Dec. 27, 2021; 
Jennifer L. Sexsmith–Jan. 6, 2022; Lennae A. Kosmatka–Jan. 
8, 2022; Jim Saldana–Jan. 27, 2022; Ray Charlton-Mar. 14, 
2022; John Campbell–Mar. 22, 2022; Veronica Schuster–Apr. 
20, 2022; Delia Escobar–June 2, 2022; Carol Tucker–June 21, 
2022.

HANKINSON - St. Philip’s Church: Arlie Boll–Oct. 16, 2021; 
Roger Bommersbach–Nov. 24, 2021; James “Brutus” M. 
Berg–Jan. 11, 2022; Kelly R. Ackerman–May 6, 2022; Ruth E. 
Krump–May 13, 2022.

HARVEY - St. Cecilia’s Church: Larry A. Goldade–Oct. 11, 
2021; Patricia Ravnaas–Oct. 29, 2021; Irene “Mickey” 
Keller–Nov. 15, 2021; Daniel Volk–Dec. 10, 2021; Robert 
Volk–Dec. 10, 2021; Roger Vondal–Jan. 16, 2022; John “JB” 
Ripplinger–Jan. 17, 2022; Anthony L. Prom–Jan. 19, 2022; 
Jacqueline Young–Apr. 4, 2022; Lauire Wiedmeier–June 10, 
2022; Jessie Wentz–July 4, 2022; Paul P. Schmaltz–July 22, 
2022; Leona Feickert–Aug. 25, 2022; Angelina “Angie” Volk–
Sept. 8, 2022; Iva Koller–Sept. 26, 2022.

HOPE - St. Agatha’s Church: Steven W. Kainz–Oct. 19, 2021; 
Ferdinand “Fritz” Huschka–Nov. 16, 2021; Alfred Mitzel–
Feb. 24, 2022; Larry Walsh–Mar. 8, 2022; Curtis Bauer–Apr. 

17, 2022; Sharon 
Kay Smith–May 28, 
2022; Carol Kimble–
Aug. 28, 2022; Mary 
Walsh–Oct. 14, 2022.

JAMESTOWN - St. 
James Basilica: 
Elizabeth Tanata–
Oct. 6, 2021; Terryl 
Ukestad–Nov. 8, 
2021; Richard LeFe-
vre–Nov. 16, 2021; 
Elmer Batsch–Nov. 
24, 2021; Jesus Bri-
ones–Nov. 26, 2021; 
Theodore Endres, 
Jr.–Dec. 4, 2021; Co-
lette Eissinger–Dec. 
10, 2021; Margaret 
Lambrecht–Dec. 
14, 2021; Aurelia 
“Peggy” Schmoker–
Jan. 3, 2022; Valeria 
Orr–Jan. 11, 2022; 
Antonette “Toni” Kulish-Toltzman–Jan. 18, 2022; Donald 
Readel–Feb. 10, 2022; Barbara Moos–Feb. 19, 2022; Larry 
Pecka, Jr.–Feb. 21, 2022; Lorraine Zimney–Mar. 27, 2022; 
Donna R. Gross–Apr. 7, 2022; Shari L. Carr–Apr. 30, 2022; 
Terry Williams–May 5, 2022; Simone Asmael–May 6, 2022; 
Mary Ann Bonaime–May 8, 2022; Peter Ebertz–May 22, 
2022; Raphael Schneider–June 22, 2022; Ann P. Nelson–
June 26, 2022; Pauline Wald–July 3, 2022; Jeanette Sroz-
inski–July 10, 2022; MacKenzie Gerszewski–July 31, 2022; 
Maynard Helgaas–Aug. 2, 2022; Ronald J. Jaskowski–Aug. 
11, 2022; Ella Rettig–Aug. 12, 2022.

JESSIE - St. Lawrence Church: James Sears-Dec 2, 2021.

KARLSRUHE - Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church: Allen Boehm–
Dec. 6, 2021; Ramona Black–Mar. 10, 2022; Mary Keller–
June 2, 2022; Theodore Klein–Aug. 8, 2022.

KENSAL - St. John’s Church: Dorothy A. Conley–Oct. 1, 
2021; Joseph LaQua–Feb. 17, 2022.

KINDRED - St. Maurice Church: Rochelle Betsch–Jan. 13, 
2022.

KNOX - St. Mary’s Church: Edwin A. Hoffart–Apr. 5, 2022.

LAKOTA - St. Mary’s Church: Bridget Fahey–Aug. 28, 2022; 
Edward J. Uriell–Sept. 28, 2022.

LAMOURE - Holy Rosary Church: Marian Montgomery–Dec. 
9, 2021; Calvin “Kelly” Shockman–Dec. 11, 2021; Tyla Stef-
fes–Apr. 19, 2022; John Cisinski–July 17, 2022.

IN MEMORIAM

Odessa Cemetery, Selz 
(Paul Braun | New Earth)
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LANGDON - St. Alphon-
sus Church: Regina 
Stoa–Nov. 16, 2021; 
Irene Riedhammer–
Nov. 17, 2021; Wally J. 
Stevens–Nov. 22, 2021; 
Lyle J. Lothspeich–Nov. 
22, 2021; Eddie Benoit–
Nov. 27, 2021; Clayton 
“Red” Schlittenhard–
Dec. 3, 2021; Edward J. 
Bodnar–Dec. 7, 2021; 
Mary E. Nelson–Feb. 26, 
2022; Thomas Mann–
May 11, 2022; Dale  
Stemick–June 3, 2022; 
Merile Clover–June 16, 

2022; MaryAlice J. Girodat–July 22, 2022; Doris Borho–July 
25, 2022; LaVern Chaput–Sept. 23, 2022.

LANKIN - St. Joseph’s Church: Judith A. Bosh–Feb. 15, 
2022; John H. Soukup–Mar. 22, 2022.

LARIMORE - St. Stephen’s Church: Kelley Jo Bakke–Nov. 17, 
2021; Benny “Ben” Sullivan–Nov. 27, 2021; Rick Lupien–
Feb. 21, 2022; Cheryl L. Bauer–Mar. 7, 2022; Gary Pavek–
Mar. 24, 2022; Byron Tupa–Sept. 14, 2022.

LIDGERWOOD - St. Boniface Church: Tim Kath–Dec. 31, 
2021; Gary Fluto–Apr. 13, 2022; Robert J. Neidviecky–July 
14, 2022; Donna J. Spellerberg–July 17, 2022; Robert Haas–
Sept. 15, 2022; Lawrence Harles–Sept. 28, 2022.

LISBON - St. Aloysius Church: Christie Urbach–Nov. 2, 2021; 
Kathleen Jodsaas–Nov. 16, 2021.

MADDOCK - St. William’s Church: James White–Oct. 27, 
2021; Anna J. Bingham–Feb. 6, 2022; Jackie Fossen–Apr. 20, 
2022. Bernadine Kanzelman–Sept. 26, 2022

MANTADOR - Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church: Harold “Harry” 
J. Pellman–Oct. 4, 2021; Jordan Hejtmanek–Mar. 5, 2022; 
Dennis Mauch–June 17, 2022; Alice Pausch–June 21, 2022; 
Frances Zajac–Aug. 18, 2022.

MANVEL - St. Timothy’s Church: Sylvester A. Babinski, 
Jr.–Oct. 28, 2021; Kathy Vasichek–Oct. 30, 2021; Raymond 
Bushaw–Nov. 4, 2021; Harriet Cronquist–Nov. 30, 2021; 
Marjorie E. Sweeney–Dec. 26, 2021; Donald “Don” J. 
Devine–Mar. 16, 2022; Clayton Kvasager–Mar. 29, 2022; 
Kathleen Bakke–June 14, 2022.

MAYVILLE - Our Lady of Peace Church: Rachel Payne–Nov. 
2, 2021; Charles Walden–Aug. 25, 2022.

MCCLUSKY - Holy Family Church: Alberta “Bert” Voegele–
Jan. 24, 2022.

MCHENRY - Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church: Margaret Frap-
pier–Jan. 12, 2022; John Frappier–Mar. 26, 2022; Jay D. 
Breckheimer–July 15, 2022.

MEDINA - St. Mary’s Church: Allen “Chuck” Knetter–Mar. 3, 
2022.

MICHIGAN - St. Lawrence’s Church: Donna F. McKenzie–
Feb. 13, 2022; Stanley “Stan” J. Barta, Jr.–Mar. 13, 2022; 
Robert Vasichek–July 18, 2022.

MILNOR - St. Arnold’s Church: Ramona “Mona” Biss–Feb. 
8, 2022.

MINTO - Sacred Heart Church: Mark Lunski–Oct. 9, 2021; 
Matthew A. Gerszewski–Nov. 1, 2021; Theresa Mozins-
ki–Nov. 4, 2021; Joseph H. Korynta–Dec. 6, 2021; Mark L. 
Tibert–Jan. 9, 2022; Leonard “Sonny” Wysocki II–Feb. 17, 
2022; Louie L. Slominski–Feb. 23, 2022; Carl Riske–Apr. 8, 
2022; JoAnn C. Riske–Apr. 12, 2022; Patrick Durkin–May 28, 
2022; Jane A. Grzadzielewski–Sept. 14, 2022.

MOORETON - St. Anthony’s Church: Louise Juaire–Nov. 29, 
2021; Richard “Dick” N. Haberman–Feb. 1, 2022.

MUNICH - St. Mary’s Church: Mary F. Goeser–Mar. 1, 2022.

NAPOLEON - St. Philip’s Church: Grace P. Jangula–Nov. 5, 
2021; Iris M. Hammond–Dec. 29, 2021; Irene Horner–Jan. 
12, 2022; Steve Engelhardt–Jan. 21, 2022; Michael Feist–
Mar. 2, 2022; JoAnne Glatt–Apr. 4, 2022; John Becker–Apr. 
5, 2022; Mary Weigel–May 15, 2022; Margaret “Margie” 
Bitz–July 28, 2022.

NECHE - Sts. Nereus and Achilleus Church: Richard L. Mey-
er–Dec. 5, 2021; Nicholas Zaharia–Mar. 26, 2022.

NEKOMA - St. Edward’s Church: Edward J. Kuchar–Nov. 12, 
2021; Dennis M. Denault–Nov. 30, 2021.

NEW ROCKFORD - St. John’s Church: Gloria Bush–Dec. 9, 
2021; Keith Wright–Dec. 18, 2021; Eileen Schatz–Jan. 3, 
2022; Patricia Krueger–Jan. 20, 2022; Janice Ridge–Jan. 25, 
2022; Paul H. Reis–Apr. 20, 2022; John A. Engels–July 4, 
2022; Mary Ann Lies–July 5, 2022; Beatrice Hager–July 29, 
2022.

NORTONVILLE - Holy Spirit Church: Therese Solinger–Oct. 
6, 2021; Tom Barnick–May 20, 2022; Robert Solinger–July 
12, 2022.

OAKES - St. Charles Church: Pamela Schnieder–Oct. 7, 
2021; Willis Pritchard–Oct. 14, 2021; Cari D. Caspers–Dec. 
9, 2021; Chuck Roney–Dec. 27, 2021; Linda Roney–Dec. 31, 
2021; Arlene Meehl–Jan. 5, 2022; Curt Ellingson–Jan. 19, 
2022; Robert Titus–May 9, 2022; Erick Degenstein–June 5, 
2022; Walter Quandt–July 4, 2022; Janet Pfeifer–Aug. 3, 
2022; Harold Hanson–Aug. 15, 2022; James F. Moore–Sept. 
3, 2022; Richard Gross–Sept. 4, 2022.

IN MEMORIAM

Holy Cross North Cemetery, 
Fargo (Paul Braun | New Earth)



OAKWOOD - Sacred Heart Church: Jason DeGeldere–Feb. 
19, 2022.

ORISKA - St. Bernard’s Church: Violet H. McAllister–Nov. 6, 
2021.

PARK RIVER - St. Mary’s Church: Edward F. Beneda–Dec. 1, 
2021; Janice Townson–Jan. 14, 2022; Jane Cowger–Feb. 17, 
2022; Cledith Carlson–July 12, 2022; Richard Kulas–Aug. 11, 
2022; Adele Hankey–Sept. 28, 2022.

PEMBINA - Assumption Church: Dorothy L. Kalke–Dec. 31, 
2021.

PISEK - St. John’s Church: Mary E. Larson–Mar. 7, 2022; 
Clement “Clem” Dub–July 11, 2022; Richard A. Pengilly–
Aug. 15, 2022.

REYNOLDS - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church: Francis 
C. Wald–Feb. 5, 2022; Mark Rey–Sept. 3, 2022; Eugene L. 
Schreiner–Sept. 9, 2022.

ROLETTE - Sacred Heart Church: Deloris Schoonover–Dec. 
7, 2021; Janet Kraft–Mar. 16, 2022; David Armstrong–July 1, 
2022.

ROLLA - St. Joachim’s Church: Betty A. Keegan–Jan. 9, 2022; 
Patrick Keegan–Feb. 15, 2022.

RUGBY - St. Therese Church: Carol Jobe–Oct. 13, 2021; Ron-
ald Jordan–Nov. 22, 2021; Rosina Schmidt–Dec. 14, 2021; 
Daniel N. Brossart–Dec. 30, 2021; Theresa Burgard–Jan. 4, 
2022; Eunice Clements–Jan. 28, 2022; Wayne Gerig–Feb. 
20, 2022; Cecilia Maier–Feb. 24, 2022; Stanley Amon–Mar. 
4, 2022; Steven M. Brandt–Apr. 8, 2022; Gerald Klein–July 9, 
2022; Marie Axtman–July 21, 2022; Theresa Brossart–Aug. 
29, 2022; Nick Schall, Jr.–Sept. 11, 2022; Clemence Haman–
Sept. 15, 2022.

SANBORN - Sacred Heart Church: Robert Klein, Sr.–Dec. 19, 
2021; Mary Lou Nelson–July 3, 2022; Margaret Piatz–Aug. 
20, 2022.

SELZ - St. Anthony’s Church: Leon Seefeld–Nov. 26, 2021; 
Marcella “Sally” Seefeld–Mar. 6, 2022.

STARKWEATHER - Assumption Church: Shirley M. Kitsch–
July 12, 2022; Ann M. Gangl–Sept. 23, 2022.

STEELE - St. Francis Church: Kate Ternes–Feb. 14, 2022; 
Pauline Fettig–May 15, 2022.

SAINT JOHN - St. John’s Church: Rebecca “Becky” Boyer–
Nov. 25, 2021; Valeri Trottier–Jan. 13, 2022; Gladys Indvick–
June 8, 2022; Angelique Blake–Aug. 14, 2022.

SAINT MICHAEL - St. Michael’s Indian Catholic Mission: 
William Diaz–Oct. 9, 2021; Robert Jetty–Oct. 20, 2021; Felix 
Black–Oct. 25, 2021; Raymond Windy Boy–Oct. 27, 2021; 
Myra Lohnes–Nov. 1, 2021; Steven Leaf–Nov. 4, 2021; Lee 
Lenior–Nov. 8, 2021; Jeanine Cavanaugh–Nov. 13, 2021; 

Lewis Bird–Nov. 29, 2021; Jacob Abraham–Dec. 1, 2021; 
Michael Baer–Dec. 3, 2021; Jesse Cavanaugh, Jr.–Dec. 8, 
2021; Wayne Trottier, Sr.–Dec. 11, 2021; Marsha Littlew-
ind-Martin–Dec. 18, 2021; Elizabeth “Liz” Alberts–Dec. 30, 
2021; Alton Morin–Feb. 3, 2022; Frances Smith–Feb. 10, 
2022; Mary Alice McDonald-Lohnes–Feb. 13, 2022; Shayna 
Jo Dubois–Feb. 24, 2022; Janel Herald–Feb. 26, 2022; Kevin 
Brown, Sr.–Feb. 26, 2022; Katherine Lenior–Mar. 7, 2022; 
Brenda Myrick-Morin–Mar. 15, 2022; Rita Davis-Belgar-
de–Mar. 15, 2022; Eugene Hedine–Mar. 22, 2022; Francis 
“Ahhgoo” Cavanaugh–Mar. 27, 2022; Jarrett Longie–Apr. 7, 
2022; Francis Redroad–Apr. 10, 2022; Meredith Anderson–
Apr. 21, 2022; Kenneth Baker, Sr.–May 19, 2022; Brendon 
Johnson, Sr.–May 31, 2022; Zion Lawrence–June 17, 2022; 
Bernadette Robertson-Jackson–July 12, 2022; Aloysius 
Cloud–July 31, 2022; Virgil Herald, Sr.–Aug. 5, 2022; Ro-
chelle Cavanaugh–Aug. 8, 2022; Patricia Cavanaugh–Aug. 
11, 2022; Roxane Peltier-Cavanaugh–Aug. 15, 2022; Ariana 
McKay–Aug. 27, 2022; Evangeline Longie-White–Sept. 7, 
2022; Dawn Demarrias–Sept. 8, 2022; Marie Adams–Sept. 
11, 2022; Leslie DuBois–Sept. 14, 2022; Tyson Olson–Sept. 
25, 2022; Lance Ross–Sept. 29, 2022.

TAPPEN - St. Paul’s Church: Mary E. Mittleider–June 10, 
2022.

THOMPSON - St. Jude’s Church: John J. Tupa–Nov. 21, 2021; 
Daniel W. Majkrzak–Dec. 13, 2021; Jessica Reule–Jan. 10, 
2022.

TOLNA - St. Joseph’s Church: Patricia Enstad–Dec. 25, 2021.
TOWNER - St. Cecilia Church: Philip Bachmeier–Jan. 1, 2022; 
Esther D’Heilly–Apr. 6, 2022.

IN MEMORIAM

“Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You have faith in God; 

have faith also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many 

dwelling places. If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am 

going to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come back again and 
take you to myself, so that where I 
am you also may be.”  –John 14:1-3
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VALLEY CITY - St. Catherine’s Church: Michele A. Green–
Oct. 20, 2021; Frederick J. Gruman–Oct. 30, 2021; Violet 
H. Mcallister–Nov. 6, 2021; Barbara “Barb” Borg–Nov. 18, 
2021; Kimberly Cook–Nov. 25, 2021; Florence Zaun–Dec. 
26, 2021; Norlene Reberg–Dec. 28, 2021; Donald “Don” 
Fiebiger–Dec. 31, 2021; Duane L. Hesch–Mar. 3, 2022; 
Hildegarde “Hilda” Anderson–Mar. 9, 2022; Madeline 
“Lynn” Baumann–Mar. 10, 2022; Rita M. Grant–Mar. 26, 
2022; Joyce M. Hafner–May 29, 2022; Carmen Yanish–Aug. 
9, 2022; Mary L. Zubrod–Sept. 27, 2022.

VELVA - St. Cecilia’s Church: Peter Schmaltz–Nov. 7, 2021; 
Deborah C. Engel–Jan. 17, 2022; Cody C. Degentein–Mar. 
18, 2022; Bruce Kaylor–May 1, 2022; Joseph Kriedeman–
May 27, 2022.

WAHPETON - St. John’s Church: Mary Marshall–Oct. 7, 
2021; Connie Petermann–Oct. 29, 2021; Douglas Herrick–
Nov. 2, 2021; Jerome Hills–Nov. 5, 2021; Stephen W. Camp-
bell–Dec. 2, 2021; Irene L. Thiel–Dec. 25, 2021; Kenneth 
E. Beith–Jan. 13, 2022; Lorraine M. Wieser–Jan. 22, 2022; 
Mary Amundsen–Jan. 22, 2022; Helen Beyer–Jan. 23, 2022; 
Mary Ann Mohs–Jan. 26, 2022; Aloysius “Bud” Meyer–
Jan. 27, 2022; Mary Ann Keehn–Jan. 29, 2022; Leonard J. 
Dusek–Feb. 25, 2022; Kevin R. Caspers–Feb. 26, 2022; Mike 
Krug–Mar. 12, 2022; Richard F. Dickerson–Apr. 9, 2022; 
Janelle Ehrmann–Apr. 17, 2022; Mary G. Birnbaum–Apr. 20, 
2022; Brian J. Langseth–Apr. 24, 2022; Gordon F. Schmitz–
May 16, 2022; Herman Heilman–May 20, 2022; Jacob Fehr–
May 27, 2022; Lyle Nordick–June 3, 2022; Daniel Sattler–
July 22, 2022; Mark A. Underberg–July 26, 2022; Gary R. 
Anderson–July 31, 2022; Mary M. Lambrecht–Aug. 1, 2022; 
James R. Bokinskie–Aug. 2, 2022; Rosemary Ostrom–Aug. 
16, 2022; Henrietta Matthys–Aug. 30, 2022; Grace Wallis–
Sept. 4, 2022; Frank Randall–Sept. 20, 2022; Ben Wawers–
Sept. 27, 2022.

WALES - St. Michael’s Church: Bernice Domres-Jun 24, 
2022.

WALHALLA - St. Boniface Church: Rose M. Kalis–Oct. 3, 
2021; Dwayne Gratton–Oct. 6, 2021; Eileen M. Wendt–Feb. 
2, 2022; Julie A. Danielson–Mar. 1, 2022; Dennis Dame–Apr. 
27, 2022; Charles Thacker–July 8, 2022; Michael C. Peter-
son–July 16, 2022; Brent D. Longtin–July 24, 2022; Ronald 
E. Carignan–July 24, 2022; Carolyn Winkler–July 25, 2022; 
Vivian Young–July 27, 2022; Kelly Kram–Aug. 26, 2022; 
Karen Meidinger–Sept. 24, 2022.

WARSAW - St. Stanislaus Church: Maria Pokrzywinski–Mar. 
27, 2022; Thomas Grzeskowiak–Apr. 6, 2022; Peter Grzesko-
wiak–May 6, 2022; William Kosmatka–May 9, 2022; Evelyn 
T. Feltman–May 21, 2022; Richard A. Gerszewski–July 13, 
2022; Wallace J. Feltman–July 28, 2022.

WESTHOPE - St. Andrew’s Church: William “Bill” H. Artz–
Oct. 12, 2021; Jeremy Mjoen–Aug. 10, 2022.

WEST FARGO - Blessed Sacrament Church: Deborah Mc-
Cann–Oct. 17, 2021; Raymond “Ray” Langer–Nov. 22, 2021; 
Margaret Olson–Dec. 5, 2021; Shirley DeBuhr–Dec. 15, 
2021; Diana “Maun” Randall–Jan. 4, 2022; Dorothy Lay-
bourn–Jan. 15, 2022; Dolores Porter–Feb. 7, 2022; Michael 
Rohrich–Feb. 16, 2022; Colleen Sullivan–Mar. 8, 2022; Gen-
evieve “Jenny” Pulkrabek–May 19, 2022; Cecil “Pete” Von 
Bank–May 20, 2022; Marvin F. Leidal–July 2, 2022; James 
Kraemer–July 16, 2022; Alma Grosz–July 17, 2022; Elroy 
“Roy” Folstad–July 18, 2022; Janice Leidal–Aug. 21, 2022; 
Edith Hellman–Aug. 22, 2022; Edwin Olson–Aug. 24, 2022; 
James Buettner–Aug. 28, 2022; Jason Huber–Aug. 31, 2022; 
David L. Brandt–Sept. 7, 2022.

WEST FARGO - Holy Cross Church: Donna Dietz–Oct. 4, 
2021; Lyle Toussaint–Oct. 4, 2021; Robert Chevalier–Oct. 
27, 2021; Agnes Rieniets–Nov. 1, 2021; Kaeden Stein-
er–Nov. 1, 2021; Dorothy Wieland–Nov. 2, 2021; Edgar 
Kurzweg–Nov. 8, 2021; Donald “Donnie” Amerman–Nov. 
25, 2021; Hazel Cossette–Dec. 21, 2021; Cathleen “Cathy” 
Gausman–Jan. 21, 2022; Vivian Laske–Jan. 22, 2022; Keith 
Davis–Jan. 29, 2022; Douglas Knutson–Feb. 1, 2022; Leona 
“Lee” Solberg–Feb. 7, 2022; Christopher Stroup–Feb. 22, 
2022; Larry Nelson–Feb. 26, 2022; Phyllis Jerstad–Feb. 26, 
2022; Don Kensok–Mar. 16, 2022; Barbara Larkin–Mar. 18, 
2022; Janice Richter–Mar. 18, 2022; John Krick–Mar. 26, 
2022; Ray Aberle–Apr. 16, 2022; Mark Heinz–May 9, 2022; 
Eleanor Larson–May 25, 2022; Eileen Sauer–June 26, 2022; 
Joseph Miranda–June 29, 2022; Sebastian Geffre–July 18, 
2022; Marlene Backer–Aug. 13, 2022; Edward McDon-
ald–Aug. 14, 2022; Loyus “Chuck” Dimmer–Aug. 18, 2022; 
Bonnie Sims–Aug. 22, 2022; Michael Schmaltz–Aug. 29, 
2022; Marjorie Hager–Aug. 30, 2022; Alvina Brezden–Sept. 
6, 2022; Mark Heiser–Sept. 13, 2022; Greg Mallery–Sept. 
22, 2022.

WILD RICE - St. Benedict’s Church: Kirk Cossette–Dec. 30, 
2021; Charles Sauvageau–Apr. 25, 2022.

WIMBLEDON - St. Boniface Church: Lynn R. Greshik–Nov. 
5, 2021; David Fields–Nov. 8, 2021; Ronald Dick–Sept. 2, 
2022.

WINDSOR - St. Mathias Church: Fred Grabinger–Oct. 17, 
2021; Karen Gallagher–Feb. 22, 2022; Phillip Stoppleworth–
Mar. 29, 2022.

WYNDMERE - St. John the Baptist Church: Jeanette Griffin–
Mar. 10, 2022; Patricia Goerger–June 21, 2022.

IN MEMORIAM
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Charlotte Burt, parishioner of St. 
Joseph’s in Devils Lake, will cele-
brate her 90th birthday on Nov. 
21. Charlotte is blessed with 4 
children, 6 grandchildren, and 14 

great-grandchildren.

LIFE’S MILESTONES
Ray and Doris Heiser, parishioners 

of St. Raphael’s in Verona, will cel-
ebrate their 65th anniversary on 
Nov. 23. They were married at St. 
Catherine’s in Valley City and are 
blessed with 9 children, 18 grand-

children and 12 great-grandchildren.

Francis and Paula (Ebertowski) Kili-
chowski, parishioners of Sacred Heart 
in Minto, celebrated their 50th anni-
versary on Nov. 4. They were married 
at St. John’s in Grafton. They have 3 

children and 5 grandchildren.

Russell and Joyce Hest, parishio-
ners of St. Leo’s in Casselton, will 
celebrate their 40th anniversary 
Nov. 26. They were married at St. 
Joseph’s in Moorhead, Minn., and 

are blessed with 3 children and 7 
grandchildren.

Stan Grigel, parishioner of Nativity in 
Fargo, celebrated his 90th birthday 
on Nov. 11. Stan and his late wife 
Alice were blessed with 1 son and 
3 daughters, 5 grandchildren, and 5 

great-grandchildren.

Clara Elless, parishioner of Holy Cross 
in West Fargo, celebrated her 90th 
birthday on Nov. 6. Clara and her 
husband Richard have been mar-
ried 71 years and are blessed with 

6 children, 3 grandchildren, and 5 
great-grandchildren.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Life's Milestones includes anniversaries for marriages, ordinations, and religious vows for 25, 40, 50, 60, 65, and 70+ years and 
birthdays for 80, 85, 90, 95, and 100+ years for those in the Diocese of Fargo. Submissions will only be accepted for milestones 
occurring during the month of publication, one month prior, or one month following. Send a photo with text to news@fargodi-
ocese.org or to Diocese of Fargo, New Earth, 5201 Bishops Blvd S, Suite A, Fargo, ND 58104 with a stamped return envelope and 
phone number. Deadline for the December issue is Nov. 11 and deadline for the January issue is Dec. 13.
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Diocesan policy: Reporting child abuse
The Diocese of Fargo is committed to the protection of youth. Please report any incidents or suspected incidents of child abuse, 
including sexual abuse, to civil authorities. If the situation involves a member of the clergy or a religious order, a seminarian, or an 
employee of a Catholic school, parish, the diocesan offices or other Catholic entity within the diocese, we ask that you also report 
the incident or suspected incident to Msgr. Joseph Goering, vicar general, at (701) 356-7945 or the victim assistance coordinator, 
at (701) 356-7965 or by email at victimassistance@fargodiocese.org. To make a report of sexual abuse of a minor and related mis-
conduct by bishops, go to ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 1-800-276-1562.

Nyle and LaVonne (Ritzke) Myhre will 
celebrate their 50th anniversary Nov. 
17. They were married at St. John’s 
in New Rockford where they are still 
parishioners. They were blessed with 

3 children and 8 grandchildren.

Dennis and Vi Schwind, parishioners 
of Nativity Church in Fargo, cele-
brated their 50th anniversary on 
Oct. 20. They were married at St. 
Anthony’s in Linton. They have 2 

children and 9 grandchildren.
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HAPPENINGS

Reverend Michael Parrot-
ta passed away on Oct. 
14 in West Palm Beach, 

Fla. He was 85 years old.
Father Parrotta was born 

Feb. 25, 1937 in New York City. 
Bishop James Sullivan ordained 
Father Parrotta as a priest for 
the Diocese of Fargo at the 

Cathedral of St. Mary in Fargo on 
June 2, 2001. 

Father Parrotta served as   
 parochial vicar at St. John’s in Grafton, 
and was the pastor for Holy Rosary in LaMoure, Assumption 
in Dickey, and St. Francis in Marion. Father Parrotta also 
served as parish administrator for St. Leo in Casselton and 
St. Thomas in Buffalo. He retired in Nov. 2004.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Oct. 26 at St. Rita 
Church in Wellington, Fla.

Father Michael Parrotta 
passed away Oct. 14

75 years ago — 1947
 St. Michael’s, Grand Forks set aside Nov. 23 to commemorate 
the 75th birthday of the parish. The Most Rev. Leo F. Dworschak, 
auxiliary bishop of Fargo, offered the jubilee Mass and brought 
greetings and congratulations from Bishop Muench at the din-
ner that followed. A very attractive 50 page Diamond Jubilee 
book was presented to the congregation telling the history of 
the parish. The present St. Michael’s Church was dedicated 
in October 1909 and is the fourth church structure. The third 
went up in smoke two years previous. 

50 years ago — 1972
 The new St. Patrick’s Church at Hurdsfield was blessed and 
dedicated on November 22 by Bishop Justin A. Driscoll. The 
church proper has a seating capacity of 100. A generous grant 
of $5,000.00 was received from the Catholic Church Extension 
Society for the construction of the new 32 by 66 foot building. 

A special word of gratitude was also extended to one of the 
pioneer members of the parish, Mrs. Margaret Houghton, 
who donated $5,000.00 toward the building in memory of her 
husband, Arthur. The Houghton’s first visited the Hurdsfield 
community in 1905 and became residents in 1909.

20 years ago — 2002
 Nine parishes joined together to raise funds for improve-
ments to Holy Cross Cemetery North and the development 
of the first 10 acres of the new Holy Cross Cemetery South 
in Fargo. The goal for the capital campaign, “A Sacred Place 
of Prayer and Remembrance,” is $2 million. The campaign 
was introduced Nov. 3 and will continue through Easter. The 
participating parishes include St. William, Argusville; Blessed 
Sacrament and Holy Cross, both West Fargo; and Holy Spirit, 
the Cathedral of St. Mary, St. Paul Newman Center, Nativity, 
St. Anthony of Padua, and Sts. Anne & Joachim, all in Fargo.

A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST
These news items, compiled by Danielle Ottman, were found in 
New Earth and its predecessor, Catholic Action News.

Fall and winter events
Fargo: Sts. Anne & Joachim’s Fall Festival is Nov. 13 from 4 
to 7 p.m. Join us for silent auction baskets, farmers market, 
children’s games, bingo, and more! Raffle tickets for your 
chance to win up to $8,000! Pork dinner served in the social 
hall, adults $12, children under 5 - $5. Take-out available.
Minot: The Festival of Trees, hosted by Dakota Hope Clinic, 
is Minot’s landmark holiday event held at the ND State Fair 
Center Nov. 18 and 19, with fun and free activities for all 
ages. Visit festoftrees.com or call (701) 852-4675.
West Fargo: Blessed Sacrament Church invites you to 
Thanksgiving Nov. 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thanksgiving 
Dinner includes roasted turkey and all the trimmings. Take-
out available. No deliveries. Free-will offering.
West Fargo: Holy Cross Church will host a Craft/Vendor Show 
on Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over 75 artisans will be avail-
able for all your holiday shopping needs. This is the largest 
church-held craft/vendor show in the region. Lunch available 
for purchase. Admission $2.
Milnor: St. Arnold’s Church will host their annual Christmas 
Pantry on Dec. 7 from 4 to 6 p.m. Shop for holiday cookies, 
candies, and Christmas goodies. Enjoy a cup of coffee or 
cider with samples of baked goods.

Connect with the
Diocese of Fargo



U.S. & WORLD NEWS

When a 2019 
Pew survey 
revealed that 

only 31% of Catholics 
believe in a basic tenet 
of their faith—that the 
Body and Blood of Christ 
are truly, really, and sub-
stantially present in the 
Eucharist—the U.S. Cath-
olic bishops decided to 
take action.
 At the annual meeting 
of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (US-
CCB) in 2021, the bishops 
called for a multi-year 
National Eucharistic Re-

vival to restore and promote an understanding of and devotion 
to the Eucharist. The initiative will culminate in a National 
Eucharistic Congress in 2024, which the bishops hope will be 
attended by more than 80,000 Catholics.
 As a first step, the team organizing the revival released a 

“playbook” to assist diocesan leaders, priests, and Catholic 
school administrators in coming up with plans to stoke up 
fervor for the Eucharist within their communities.
 Bishop Andrew Cozzens of Crookston, Minnesota, chairman 
of the USCCB’s Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, 
notes in the preface to “Leader’s Playbook: Year 1,” that the 
faithful are called to be “missionary disciples.” 
 The mission, Cozzens writes, is to “renew the Church by en-
kindling a living relationship with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.”
 Having a relationship with Jesus isn’t something new, Father 
Craig Vasek, a priest of the Diocese of Crookston and a member 
of the team of priests tasked with helping ignite eucharistic 
faith, told CNA.
 “It’s something that Jesus asked of us at the beginning. This 
is what he’s doing with his 12 disciples, and what he wants to 
show the world,” he said. “He wants to share a living relationship 
with us, and in no place greater than the Blessed Sacrament.”
 If some are not accustomed to talking about Christ in this 
way, Vasek says that’s a sign that something has been missing 
in the way Catholics practice their faith and pass it on to others.
 

“This has been the cry of the Church for decades, of those who 
are paying attention, who say, ‘We can’t just do things and 
promote programs. We have to introduce people to Jesus,” 
Vasek said. “Pope Benedict was all about how our faith is not 
a number of ethical principles or something, but it is about a 
person. It’s about an encounter. It’s about a relationship with 
Jesus.”
 “We all need to get on our knees and say, ‘Lord, I need your 
grace. I need your forgiveness, and I need your mercy so that 
I can become more like you, and that I might live more fully 
in the Holy Spirit.’ I mean, this is what we need. That’s what 
we’re talking about,” he said.
 “So we’re recovering that basic element, we are re-proposing 
a living relationship with Jesus.”
 The playbook includes practical suggestions for fostering 
personal encounters with Christ in the Eucharist, including 
eucharistic processions, retreats on the Eucharist, and “Mercy 
Nights,” evenings of adoration, music, and fellowship.
 One of the suggestions is for parishes to request a visit of the 
relics of Blessed Carlo Acutis and St. Manuel Gonzalez Garcia, 
special intercessors for the revival. 
 Vasek’s parish in Minnesota recently hosted the relics for 
an evening of adoration, confession, and veneration.
 “A bunch of people afterwards commented that this was such 
a transformational night, with such a Catholic feel,” Vasek said. 

“It’s one thing that we were able to do that was an evening of 
great grace.”  
 The playbook’s suggestions for “reinvigorating devotion” 
include sharing inspiring stories about the Eucharist, such as 
testimonials from people in the diocese, and stories about 
eucharistic miracles and the transformative power of the Eu-
charist in the lives of saints. Promoting the practice of short 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament and instructing the faithful on 
how to make a holy hour are also recommended. 
 Parishes are advised to offer formation programs to teach 
the faithful about the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
and how to “open oneself more fully to the grace of receiving 
Jesus in Holy Communion.”
 The executive team of the National Eucharistic Revival will 
soon make available additional resources for Catholic leaders 
and all lay people at its website, www.EucharisticRevival.org. 
Register for the free “Heart of the Revival” newsletter to stay 
informed about events related to the revival and new materials 
for formation and inspiration.

Eucharistic Revival team releases playbook on how 
to “enkindle a relationship with Jesus”

By Zelda Caldwell | Catholic News Agency

A priest bows before the
Eucharist. (Paul Sri | CNA)
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U.S. & WORLD NEWS

The best medicine for a weary soul is prayer, Pope Fran-
cis said Oct. 16 with a reminder that like many medical 
treatments, consistency is key. 

 “We often focus on so many urgent but unnecessary things. 
We occupy and preoccupy ourselves with so many secondary 
realities. And perhaps without even recognizing it, we neglect 
what counts the most and we allow our love for God to grow 
cold bit by bit,” Pope Francis said on Oct. 16.
 “Today, Jesus offers us the remedy to rekindle a tepid faith. 
And what is the remedy? Prayer. Yes, prayer is the medicine 
for faith, it is the restorative of the soul.”
 Speaking from the window of the Apostolic Palace, the 
pope said in his Angelus address that consistent daily prayer 

can heal the soul like medicine heals the body when taken 
“regularly in the right way and at the right times.”
 “Let us think of a houseplant: we need to water it consis-
tently every day. We cannot soak it and then leave it without 
giving it water for a week! Even more so with prayer,” he said.
 “We cannot live only on strong moments of prayer or 
occasional intense encounters… We need the daily water of 
prayer, we need time dedicated to God, so that he can enter 
into our time, into our lives.”
 Pope Francis said that it is in these consistent daily moments 
of prayer that “we open our hearts to him so that he can daily 
pour out on us love, peace, joy, strength, hope, thus nourishing 
our faith.”
 Reflecting on Jesus’ instruction in chapter 18 of the Gospel 
of Luke to “pray always,” the pope suggested a traditional 
spiritual practice that “is a bit forgotten today.”
 Aspirations, or short easy to memorize prayers that can 
be repeated often, can help one to stay “in tune” with God 
throughout the day, Pope Francis said.
 “For example, as soon as we awaken, we can say: ‘Lord, I 
thank you and I offer this day to you.’ This is a short prayer. 
Then, before an activity, we can repeat, ‘Come, Holy Spirit.’ 
Between one thing and another, we can pray thus, ‘Jesus, I 
trust in you. Jesus, I love you,’” the pope suggested.
 “How often we send instant messages to the people we 
love! Let’s do this with the Lord as well so that our hearts 
remain connected to him,” he added.

Pope Francis: Prayer is medicine for the weary soul
By Courtney Mares | Catholic News Agency

Pope Francis speaks from the window of  the Apostolic 
Palace on Oct. 16. (Vatican Media)

Keep the TV Mass on the air
Your support is treasured by all who are unable to join in our greatest form of prayer, the Mass.

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________

Phone_______________________________

In memory of:
_____________________________________
OR a gift for:
_____________________________________
List on the following date(s):
_____________________________________

Make check payable to: Diocese of Fargo TV Mass, 5201 Bishops Blvd. S, Suite A, Fargo, ND 58104

Watch Sundays:
10:30 a.m. - Fargo, WDAY, Ch 6 or Grand Forks, WDAZ, Ch 8

11 a.m. - Bismarck, KNDX, Ch 26 or Minot, KXND, Ch 24
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Hasty exit near sidewalk belies abortion reality
SIDEWALK STORIES
ROXANE B. SALONEN
Mother of five, writer for The Forum and 
CatholicMom.com, speaker and radio host 
for Real Presence Radio

Abortion does strange things to people. This statement 
should not come as a surprise, for we can never shrug 
off something as serious as ending the life of an inno-

cent human being. If we try, it is bound to catch up with us 
eventually.
 Recently, my comrades and I who pray, primarily in the 
afternoons, at the new abortion facility just across the Red 
River in Moorhead, Minn., peeked inside this strangeness 
when a client’s partner came to retrieve her. 
 In the new setup, a sidewalk lies perpendicular to the fa-
cility itself, and we prayer advocates are only allowed on that 
small strip of pavement. The building, surrounding grass, and 
large parking lot are off limits, and there is only one entrance 
from the road. Most of us stand near that entrance, and we 
have only a second or two to meet the gaze of the clients 
coming or going.
 On a recent Wednesday, when the place is open for busi-
ness, we caught sight briefly of a driver—perhaps the father 
of the baby who’d just died—coming to pick up a female 
client. He seemed to avoid our gaze, as do most.
 After a while, the post-abortive woman he’d come to pick 
up emerged and got into the vehicle. What happened next 
was startling. The vehicle, instead of exiting onto the road 
to the south—the only exit—drove around the building to 
the north. There is pavement that wraps around the building 
from the parking lot, but it stops several hundred yards later. 
In other words, there is no way out that way. 
 “I guess he’ll be circling back here any minute, as soon as 
he realizes that’s not an exit,” one of the advocates said. We 
waited, expecting to see the vehicle pass by us again, but it 
never happened. Soon, we spotted that vehicle going at a 
fast pace on the highway perpendicular to the building to the 
west, heading south. 

 Wait now, what? We were fairly certain that was impos-
sible, and we soon noticed one of the older escorts quietly 
walking around the corner at the north side of the building 
where the vehicle had turned, obviously also questioning 
what had just happened to the couple. After returning, she 
began whispering to her fellow escorts. 
 When it was time for me to go, I told my friends that I’d 
check out the north side of the building, out of eyesight 
from the sidewalk where we stand, to see how the vehicle 
had gotten out. I noticed tire prints in the grass, revealing 
the path the driver had taken on his way out; one he’d made 
himself.
 In order to get out of the place in a way that he would 
avoid driving past us a second time, he had driven down a 
hill, through a muddy area that included the presence of 
construction cones and other obstructions, and up a steep 
ravine, onto Highway 75. 
 “Wow,” I thought. “He really didn’t want to see us again.”
 Later, I shared the photos I took during that brief investi-
gation with my friends, and as I reflected further on this in-
cident, I pondered just how that moment or two would have 
gone down. I thought of the passenger of the vehicle, fresh 
from having her womb emptied, now in the vehicle driven 
by a man who, it seemed, did not want to face what had just 
happened. So instead of driving out the only exit, he chose to 
illegally create his own pathway out. 
 Several things about this struck me; firstly, the desperation 
of wanting to avoid the reality of abortion. Our gazes are not 
unkind. We are there offering a way out, not judgment. But 
the conscience will do what it needs to do, and in this case, it 
needed to run. 
 Beyond that, I thought of that poor woman who’d just 
experienced a trauma. What was it like for her as her driver 
took the pathway that didn’t even exist? Did she scream? Did 
she cry? Or perhaps she was the one who had directed him 
out the “back door.” I think the former is more likely, and my 
heart lurches at the thought of it. 
 Abortion does strange things to us. It drives those who 
choose it to illogical places. Our only hope is the love of a 
savior, whose pathway is the only road that leads to true 
peace.
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Do you know 
where we are? 
The answer will be revealed 
in the December New Earth.

Last month’s photo is from
outside Shanley High School

and Sacred Heart Middle
School in Fargo.

Where in the diocese are we?


