
Like so many other nations around the world, Ukraine has borne many heavy crosses. But their 
hope of resurrection endures, and so must ours. Jesus rose from the dead on the first Easter 
Sunday to prove that sin and death will not have the final word. 
 
A new Calvary and the promise of Resurrection 
 

Every year during Holy Week, we look to the cross of Jesus with wonder and awe. The suffering 
and death of our Lord still amaze us. And then on Easter Sunday, our hope is renewed by the celebration 
of his resurrection, an event that the apostles could hardly believe was possible. Jesus lives again, and he 
offers new life to the world. 

But when we look to Jesus upon the cross this year, we should remember that he still suffers in 
his suffering brothers and sisters around the world. Nowhere is this more apparent now than in Ukraine. 
As we celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord, our prayers should turn to the people of Ukraine, 
prayers for an end to the war and violence that have been launched against that country. As I watch the 
news of this tragedy, I am in a state of disbelief at the cruelty and futility of war. No one will win, and 
everyone, including the aggressors, will lose. We have seen other wars in our time, but this war seems to 
carry with it even greater peril for the world than we have seen before. This latest chapter of war and 
violence is yet another sad reminder of the sinfulness of humanity and our need for a redeemer, our need 
for healing by Jesus, and our need for resurrection. 

Over a thousand years ago, Christianity came to what is now Ukraine, and it was embraced by 
rulers and common people alike. Religious faith is deeply embedded in the character of the Ukrainian 
people, and like so many other nations, Christianity has been part of their national identity; it is part of 
who they are. Of course, there have been many attempts to suppress this religious instinct. After the 
communist revolution of 1917, faith was viciously attacked throughout the Soviet Union, including 
Ukraine. Churches were destroyed, clergy were murdered, and the faithful were forced to hide their faith 
or pay the consequences. Ukraine suffered in a particular way in the 1930s when the atheistic communist 
government engineered a famine that deliberately led to the starvation and death of millions of its 
citizens. We don’t hear much about this criminal campaign, but it’s a fact of Ukrainian history, and the 
scar is still vivid and real in the memories of the Ukrainian people. 

Our Catholic faith has been the object of hatred in a particular way. After World War II, the 
Soviet government suppressed the Ukrainian Catholic Church and tried to absorb it into the Orthodox 
Church, which they could more easily control. But the Catholics of Ukraine kept their faith, and 
continued to live as Catholics in a sort of underground existence, attending secret Masses in forests and in 
basements, concealing priests from arrest by secret police, and quietly maintaining their devotion to the 
Pope. Finally, in 1991 when Ukraine became independent and free, Catholics too were free to live their 
faith openly, even as a minority of the population. The Catholics of Ukraine have shown us an example of 
faith, perseverance, and courage in the face of obstacles we can’t begin to imagine. 

But now our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are experiencing a new Calvary as they suffer once 
again. They are wounded by the sin of war, and we are wounded with them. They are threatened with 
annihilation, and they cry to God for mercy and relief. So, we cry out with them. We beg our Lord upon 
the cross to save the people of Ukraine, and all people who suffer from warfare and violence. We beg him 
to heal the wounds that have torn all of us away from God and from each other. We pray for the 
conversion of hearts that are bent on destruction and death, that have no regard for the lives of others. We 
pray that their hearts will be turned to mercy. As we continue our own journey through Lent, we strive for 
conversion, our own change of heart and turning back to the Lord. But let us pray and fast as well for 
Ukraine, so that peace and reconciliation can take place there. Let us pray that the powers of darkness will 
be banished, and that new life in Christ will be restored. And let us put our faith in the crucified Christ, 
who brought our sins to the cross, and who now lives in risen glory. “By his wounds you were healed” (1 
Pet. 2). 

Like so many other nations around the world, Ukraine has borne many heavy crosses. But their 
hope of resurrection endures, and so must ours. Jesus rose from the dead on the first Easter Sunday to 



prove that sin and death will not have the final word. He lives so that we all might live in peace, here on 
earth and also eternally in heaven. Many times throughout history, we have seen disaster, war, famine, 
pandemic, and the daily effects of sin. It would be easy to give up hope and to doubt God’s ability to save 
us. But the image of Jesus on the cross, and the empty tomb of Easter morning are an enduring sign that 
God has already won the victory. The apostles also knew persecution and martyrdom, but their experience 
of the Risen Lord sustained them and made it possible for them to persevere in Resurrection faith. 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter this year, let us remember the people of Ukraine and the 
Calvary that they are experiencing. And with all those who suffer their own Calvary, let us place our trust 
in Jesus, who rose from the tomb and lives forever. 


