
Spring Education Days 

Diocese of Fargo 

April 17-18, 2023 

 

Robert G Kennedy 

University of St Thomas 

St Paul, MN 

 

 

 

Robert G Kennedy is professor and former chair of the Department of Catholic Studies at 

the University of St Thomas (St Paul, MN), where he was also for many years a professor 

in the Department of Management. He is the author of a number of essays, book reviews 

and articles on a variety of topics, such as professionalism, business ethics, military ethics 

and just war theory, ethical investment, and a variety of issues related to culture, public life 

and the Catholic social tradition.  

 

For many years, Kennedy was a collaborator of the late Germain Grisez, a prominent 

natural law theorist, on several major volumes of moral theology. He is a named contributor 

to “A Reflection on the Vocation of the Business Leader,” a document published in 2012 

by the Pontifical Council on Justice and Peace, and to “Mensuram bonam,” a reflection on 

ethical investing published in 2022 by the Pontifical Academy of Social Science. His work 

has been translated into several languages, including Spanish, German, and Italian. 

 

Before joining the faculty at St Thomas in 1988, Prof Kennedy worked in business and in 

non-profit management. His experience includes positions on parish staffs as well as 

several years with a small diocese, where he was for a time chief of staff to the bishop and 

director of several diocesan offices, including the Office for Social Ministry. 

 

He has served on the governing board of the American Catholic Philosophical Association 

and has represented the bishops of Minnesota on the board of the Joint Religious 

Legislative Coalition. In 2022 he was appointed to the USCCB National Dialogue between 

the Catholic Church and the Reformed Churches. 

 

He holds master’s degrees in biblical criticism and business administration. He received 

his PhD in Medieval Studies from the University of Notre Dame, where his dissertation 

advisor was Ralph McInerny.  

 

He and his wife, Barbara, have 12 children and 10 grandchildren. 

 

 


