Church Structure
Home Activity One – Youcat


Time is ever moving, ever changing –the Catholic Church moves and grows as well. In our study of Church Structure we have learned that we are part of something much bigger – that there is a support system out there, in the big world, to help us. Under the guidance of Pope John Paul II, the bishops from around the world worked together to write something to help Catholics answer many questions they were and are asking.

In the words of Pope Benedict XVI, “We realized at the time we were working on the book that not only are the continents and cultures diverse, but that even within individual communities there are again diverse “continents”: The worker thinks differently from the farmer; a physicist differently from a philologist; an executive differently from a journalist; a young man differently from an old man. So we had to find a way of thinking and speaking that was in some way above all these differences, a common space, so to speak, between different worlds of thought.”  

We are all different but yet we are all part of the same family, God’s family.  We are all part of the Domestic Church guided by religion teachers, priest, deacons, religious sisters and brothers, bishops, the Pope, as well as all the role models of faith in our personal lives. Are they perfect? No, we are all human and bearers of the sin of Adam and Eve, but we are all on the same journey, to one day live with Jesus in heaven.  

“You need to know what you believe. You need to know your faith with that same precision with which an IT specialist knows the inner workings of a computer. You need to understand it like a good musician knows the piece he is playing. Yes, you need to be more deeply rooted in the faith than the generation of your parents so that you can engage the challenges and temptations of this time with strength and determination. You need God’s help if your faith is not going to dry up like a dewdrop in the sun. . . “ (Pope Benedict XVI)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The book the bishops have written and the Pope is promoting is the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  There is also a Youth Edition and a youth website to go with the Catechism.   www.youcat.org  Go to the website with your family. Explore the site.  (Parents, this is a site geared for youth (teens) but there are many things for entire families, it is recommended that you check out the site first and determine what you would like to look at with your family.)
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