
 Back to School Night 
 September 14th, 2022 

 Dear Families, 

 Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year. I am so excited to have your children in my class this 
 year. As most of you know, this is my first year at St. Patrick School and my first year teaching 
 in my own classroom. I teach math and social studies to all of the fifth graders as well as religion 
 to my homeroom (5-2 students). The students switch classes for science and language arts which 
 are taught by Mrs. Guerriero. The schedule allows us both to see each class every day for each 
 subject. We also have a double period scheduled for each of the core subjects once per week. The 
 students have already begun making the adjustment of switching classes and have done great 
 thus far. 
 Math: 

 While I am overall excited to be teaching 5th grade at St. Patrick, I am especially excited 
 to be teaching math which has always been my favorite subject. The math program that we use is 
 GoMath!  (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt). This program  follows the New York State Standards and 
 addresses operations and algebraic thinking, numbers and operations in base ten, numbers and 
 operations with fractions, measurement and data, and geometry. In addition to using the 
 resources provided by the text, students will use both hands-on manipulatives and online 
 manipulatives to further their understanding of math concepts. 

 Additionally, we use the iReady program which creates personalized instruction for each 
 student as they progress through the curriculum and 3 diagnostics are given per year. Students 
 will be expected to pass at least two lessons per week. The students will be assigned iReady as 
 homework every Monday and will have until Friday to complete both lessons. The students are 
 aware that they may choose to get ahead for the week by beginning their lessons over the 
 weekend, especially if they know they have a busy week ahead. I will also do my best to have in 
 class time to work on iReady each week. Some weeks are more hectic than others with fun 
 school wide events and we may not always have access to Chromebooks or iPads. Regardless of 
 whether we spend time on iReady in class, two lessons must still be completed each week. An 
 iReady grade will be a part of the student’s grade at the end of each marking period. 

 Regular math homework that comes from the workbook will be given each night (with 
 the exception of most Fridays). While I do not like to give Friday homework, it is a possibility, 
 especially for those who may have been absent and need to make up work. Students are also 
 expected to be reviewing their work, especially concepts that they may be having trouble with, 
 and ask me any questions. The night before a test will be dedicated to review sheets and regular 
 studying. 

 Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. Since each chapter can vary in the number 
 of lessons, quizzes may be given during chapters as well. Chapters and quizzes will be 
 announced early in the week at the latest but will likely be announced at least a week in advance. 



 Social Studies: 
 The social studies text that we will be using this  year is  myWorld Interactive 

 (Savvas/Pearson). This curriculum encourages engagement and inquiry as students are exposed 
 to civics, economics, geography, and history concepts. Throughout the course of this class, 
 students will learn to be critical thinkers, problem solvers, and ultimately engaged members of 
 society. English language arts is also integrated into the social studies curriculum. The book 
 begins in the First Americas and progresses through Colonization, the Revolution, the Civil War, 
 etc. 

 During some lessons, quizzes will be given as well as chapter tests. Projects will also be 
 added in which students will strengthen their research and writing skills, exploring topics based 
 on topics we are discussing in class. 
 Religion: 

 The text being used for religious instruction is  Blest  Are We  (RCL Benziger). The 
 students will become more familiar with the Bible as we explore the Gospel’s each week. Each 
 student should have their own copy of the Bible (see supply list) which they will use throughout 
 middle school. One of the main focuses this year is on the Sacraments. We will also spend some 
 time on Catholic holidays and holy days, Christian character traits, and Saints. 

 All: 
 Homework will be posted on the board each morning and students will be expected to 

 copy the homework into their agendas.  Homework  will  be checked daily and will count as part 
 of each student’s grade at the end of each marking period. A copy of my homework rubric can be 
 found on my website. Tests and quizzes will also be posted on the board and will be updated on 
 my website. 

 Extra help will be offered for all students on Tuesdays during lunch. Students that would 
 like to come to extra help should see me in advance and I will give them a pass so that the 
 teacher on duty is aware. If additional extra help is needed, students should reach out to me. 

 Students are expected to come to each class prepared with their workbooks, notebooks, 
 folders, agendas, pen, and a pencil. While we understand that it takes time to get used to 
 switching classes, students will be expected within the next few weeks to have all of these 
 materials and should not need to go back to their homeroom to get supplies. 

 All tests, quizzes, and projects will be graded and posted on PowerSchool ASAP. Grading 
 that involves reading essays or assessing projects may take slightly longer than other assessments 
 but will be graded in a timely fashion. All grades will be posted prior to or after weekends and 
 breaks. PowerSchool is a great way to follow your child’s progress. 

 My Google Classroom codes have been posted on my website and joining the classrooms 
 will be assigned for students for homework. While I do not anticipate using Google Classroom 
 often, it is a helpful resource, especially in the event of absences, virtual days, and for online 
 projects and activities. 



 Please look at the Parent Handbook to review school policies with regards to dress down 
 days, absences, uniforms, and other pertinent information. 
 Other Information: 

 Many of you may have heard about a bungee/trampoline chair in my classroom. I have a 
 fun chair that bounces like a trampoline that the students have the opportunity to sit on if they are 
 working independently on an assignment, when we are at the rug, or if work is finished early and 
 they are reading/doing some other activity. Our class created a class contract with rules that we 
 should follow every day and signed the contract. In addition to the contract, the students are 
 aware of the rules that apply to the chair: use it respectfully, take turns, one person at a time, no 
 jumping/bouncing excessively, and no bumping the chair into things. Everyone has seemed to 
 enjoy the chair thus far. In addition to using the chair in the above situations, the chair will be 
 used for special celebrations and birthdays. I want each child to feel welcome in my class and I 
 know that students with summer birthdays can feel left out, so everyone will have a chance to 
 ‘celebrate’ his/her birthday. Please contact me beforehand if you plan to send in a  birthday or 
 holiday treat  . All food brought in for birthdays and  other class events must be store bought and 
 have the ingredients printed on the package. Any goodie bags sent in for students to take home 
 cannot contain any food or candy. 

 As we all know, not everything always goes as planned and things are subject to change. 

 Reminder: Please send in the blue cards, technology agreement, and parent homework 
 assignment if you have not done so already. Thank you! 

 If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 
 kgrace7172@spssmith.org  . I will respond within 48  business hours (usually sooner). 
 Additionally, for any time sensitive information during the day, please contact the school directly 
 and they will get in touch with me. I try to check my email during lunch, but I cannot guarantee 
 that I will see an email while I am teaching. 

 I look forward to a great year with you and your child. 

 Sincerely, 
 Miss Grace 
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