




Sacred Heart Parish, Bellingham ~ December 15, 2019 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday, Dec. 15, Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 am  Mass         Church 
  9:45 am  Children’s Play Preparation           Hall       
  9:45 am  Coffee Hour—St. Vincent de Paul          Hall 
11:00 am  Mass         Church 
12:15 pm  *No RCIA          
  4:00 pm  *No EDGE or Life Teen   
  5:30 pm  *No Mass or Confession for Newman           

 

Monday, Dec. 16 
10:00 am  Funeral Mass —Mary Margaret Montag  Church 
10:00 am  Advent Study with Lila         Library 
12:00 pm  Angelus and Rosary       Church 
  4:30 pm  Midnight Mass Choir Rehearsal     Church 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 17 
  9:00 am  Mass         Church 
10:00 am  Bellingham Catholic Moms           Hall 
12:00 pm  Angelus and Rosary       Church 
  1:00 pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry            Hall 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 
10:00 am  Faith Formation            Hall 
12:00 pm  Angelus and Rosary       Church 
  
Thursday, Dec. 19 
  8:00 am  Adoration, Confession      Church 
  9:00 am  Mass         Church 
12:00 pm  Angelus and Rosary       Church 
        

Friday, Dec. 20 
  9:00 am  Mass         Church 
  9:45 am  Adoration until 8:50 am Saturday     Chapel 
  5:30 pm  Children’s Play Practice      Church 
     

Saturday, Dec. 21, St. Peter Canisius 
  8:30 am  Rosary         Chapel 
  8:50 am  Benediction        Chapel 
  9:00 am  Mass             Church 
  9:30 am  St. Michael Chaplet       Church 
  3:00 pm  Extended Confession Time      Church 
  5:00 pm  Vigil Mass             Church 
  6:00 pm  Advent Study with Lila      Library 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 am  Mass         Church 
  9:45 am  Coffee Hour—Knights of Columbus          Hall 
  9:45 am  *No RE 
11:00 am  Mass         Church 
12:15 pm  *No RCIA        
  2:30 pm  Midnight Mass Choir Rehearsal     Church   
  4:00 pm  *No EDGE or Life Teen   
  5:30 pm  *No Mass or Confession for Newman           

Dec 17 Kathleen Mann 

Dec 19 Char Dunn 

Dec 20  Paulette Salomon + 

Dec 21 Pat Warren + 

John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the 
beginning… 

Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice? 
Where there is no understanding, there is only a 
meaningless sound. The voice without the word strikes the 
ear but does not build up the heart. 

However, let us observe what happens when we first seek 
to build up our hearts. When I think about what I am going 
to say, the word or message is already in my heart. When I 
want to speak to you, I look for a way to share with your 
heart what is already in mine… [Then] I use my voice to 
speak to you. The sound of my voice brings the meaning of 
the word to you and then passes away. The word ... is now 
in your heart, and yet it is still also in mine. 

When the word has been conveyed to you, does not the 
sound seem to say: The word ought to grow, and I should 
diminish? The sound of the voice has made itself heard in 
the service of the word, and has gone away, as though it 
were saying: My joy is complete. Let us hold on to the 
word; we must not lose the word conceived inwardly in our 
hearts. 

Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the 
divine Word remains? Where is John’s baptism today? It 
served its purpose, and it went away. Now it is Christ’s 
baptism that we celebrate. It is in Christ that we all believe; 
we hope for salvation in him. This is the message the voice 
cried out. 

Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, even 
John himself was thought to be the Christ. The voice was 
thought to be the word. But the voice acknowledged what it 
was, anxious not to give offense to the word. I am not the 
Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor the prophet. And the 
question came: Who are you, then? He replied: I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for 
the Lord. ... as though he were saying: “I speak out in order 
to lead him into your hearts, but he does not choose to 
come where I lead him unless you prepare the way for 
him.” 

What does prepare the way mean, if not “pray well…be 
humble in your thoughts”? We should take our lesson from 
John the Baptist. ...he declares he is not what they think. 
He does not take advantage of their mistake to further his 
own glory. 

If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can imagine how 
readily he would have been believed, since they believed 
he was the Christ even before he spoke. ...He pointed out 
clearly who he was; he humbled himself. 

He saw where his salvation lay. He understood that he was 
a lamp, and his fear was that it might be blown out by the 
wind of pride.          —St. Augustine (+430) 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for  

December 2019 

That every country take the measures necessary to 
prioritize the future of the very young, especially those who 
are suffering. 






