17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 25 2021

St. Medard, patron of
good weather, we ask
you to intercede for us

as we pray for good
weather during our
parish carnival. Help us
to bring families and our
community together
and to further our
mission as Church.

Parish Phone Numbers

Church......coooii e 732-985-5063
FaX. oo 732-985-9104
SChOOL....coiiiieeee e 732-985-6633
School FaX......cccccvveveeiiiiiiiiiieeee, 732-985-7748
Office of Religious Formation .......... 732-985-5063

Parish Office Hours

Monday - Friday: 10:30 AM-4:30 PM
The priests and deacons are available by
appointment through the Parish Office.

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening:
2nd Saturday
Sunday

5:00 PM

7:00 PM (Tagalog)

7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM,
12:00 & 1:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday-Saturday 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, and
immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass

Mission Statement

St. Matthew the Apostle Church is a multicultural communi-
ty celebrating our rich heritage of scripture, tradition, and
magisterial teaching. We bear witness to the Gospel
through worship, stewardship, hospitality and service.

Parish Membership

Membership in our parish is open to all Catholics who re-
side within our borders as well as others who wish to wor-
ship with us and support our mission. All adult Catholics
should officially register as members of the parish in which
they reside. Registration is a condition for admission to our
Religious Formation program and reception of the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, First Penance, First Eucharist, Confirma-
tion and Marriage. Being registered for at least one month
as an active parishioner is required before we can testify to
your eligibility to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation.
Please call the Parish Office (732-985-5063) to arrange an
appointment to register.

Young adults over the age of 21 should register inde-
pendently of their parents. Please notify the Parish Office of
any changes in name, address, marital status or if you are
leaving the Parish.
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NOTE FOR PARISH GROUPS
WITH CHILDREN:

Our parish has a number of organizations that work with
children. Before a group can re-start meetings on parish
property, the rectory needs a list of every adult who will
(or might be) working with children. Before an adult can
begin, all completed paperwork, including fingerprinting
results, needs to be in place. Over the last year and a
half during Covid, many adults’ fingerprinting results
have expired. (Remember - fingerprinting verification
only lasts three years for non-teacher positions).

In the past, as in many secular organizations, merely
providing proof of fingerprinting (the application with
payment) was needed while we awaited results. We now
need the fingerprinting results VERIFIED IN
ADVANCE which can take up to two months.
Organizations need to keep this in mind before
beginning their first meeting with children. Now might
be the time to get your adult leadership in place. This
includes, but is not limited to: our sports teams, youth
group, scouts, music, altar servers, and curricular and
extra-curricular St. Matthew School groups.

We will verify the list of adults working with children
when we get the list of potential adult leaders. For each
adult woking with children, we must have in our file: (1)
an application, (2) fingerprinting results, (3) certificate
of completion for Virtus (child protection) Training, and
(4) the agreement to the diocesan Code of Pastoral
Conduct. If any document is not in our files, we will let
you know.

STEWARDSHIP God invites all people to be good
stewards of the gifts and talents he has entrusted to us.
All parishioners are urged to give a weekly pre-planned
generous contribution based on a percent-age of their
income. Please use the church envelope system.

HOLY ORDERS If you are interested in learning more
about the priesthood, diaconate or religious life, contact
Father George at the Parish Office (732-985-5063).

SCRIP OFFICE Melissa Krakowiecki (908-406-1199)
Monday-Friday 7:45 - 8:15 in the School (on school days
only);

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA Saturday Morning
after 8:30 AM Mass.

GODPARENT / CONFIRMATION SPONSOR LETTERS
Church law mandates that a sponsor for baptism and
confirmation be an active Confirmed Catholic. An active
Catholic is a parishioner who is registered, attends Mass
weekly, contributes to the support of the church, is in a
valid Catholic marriage (if married), and publicly leads a
life compatible with Church teaching. We can only write
letters of eligibility for parishioners who meet these
criteria. Mass attendance is normally confirmed by
envelope use. If you don’t use envelopes, the office will
provide a form that you need to have signed by a parish
priest for several consecutive weeks before a
sponsorship letter can be written. Call the office for more
information.

PRE-BAPTISM A mandatory Pre-Baptism instruction
class is scheduled once a month. Please call the parish
office at 732-985-5063 to register.

BAPTISM Baptism is normally celebrated on the
second Saturday of each month at 12:15 PM. Baptisms
are not celebrated during Lent. To arrange for Baptisms
please call the parish office at 732-985-5063.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION (CCD) If you are new to the
parish and wish to enroll your child in the Religious
Formation Program, please call the Office of Religious
Formation at 732-985-5063. Office hours: Monday -
Friday, 1:30 - 4:30 PM.

RCIA Adults wishing to become Roman Catholic or
receive First Eucharist and/or Confirmation should
contact the Parish Office for information on the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults.

MARRIAGE Marriage arrangements should be made
one year in advance and prior to any social plans.
Contact the Parish Office for all pre-marriage information.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK or HOMEBOUND Our
Priests, Deacons and Eucharistic Ministers visit and bring
Communion to homebound parishioners or those in JFK
Hartwyck at Edison Estates nursing home. Contact the
Parish Office to arrange such visits. To contact a priest in
a genuine emergency involving the sick or dying, call the
rectory office. After business hours dial the parish
emergency line at 732-735-9570.

ST. MATTHEW PRAYER CHAIN Call Tom or Pat
Krosnowski at 609-586-2320 with your request or email it
to tekpak59@yahoo.com & it will be sent to a group of
people who will pray immediately. All requests will be
confidential and will remain on the prayer list until you ask
for them to be removed.

MASS INTENTIONS Contact the Parish Office to
schedule a Mass for our beloved deceased.

MUSIC MINISTRY For information regarding our
Adult Choir, Children’s Choir, Middle Choir, Youth Choir
or Hand Bell Choir, contact the Parish Office at 732-985-
5063.

PARISH ORGANIZATION FUNDRAISERS Groups are
permitted to run and schedule fundraisers which have
happened in the prior year. New fundraisers or significant
changes to prior fundraisers (or restarting ones from over
a year ago) require permission from the pastor.
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NOTE: There are many Masses available in
July through the end of the year. Call or
visit the parish office for more information.

Assesj’itheWeel(

SUNDAY, July 25, 2021
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 AM  NO INTENTION
9:00 AM +In Thanksgiving r/o the Resma Family
10:30 AM  +Karen Kilroy /o Ann & Paul De Paolo
12:00 PM  +Carol Senecal r/o Donna Hammer
1:30 PM  People of the Parish

(Spanish)
MONDAY, July 26, 2021
St. Joachim &Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

8:30 AM  +Honesto Osma r/o0 Micabalo Family

TUESDAY, July 27, 2021
8:30 AM  NO INTENTION

WEDNESDAY, July 28, 2021
8:30 AM  NO INTENTION

THURSDAY, July 29, 2021
St. Martha
8:30 AM NO INTENTION

FRIDAY, July 30, 2021
St. Peter Chrysologus
8:30 AM  NO INTENTION

SATURDAY July 31, 2021
St. Ignatius of Loyola
8:30 AM +Constancio Micabalo r/o the Micabalo
Family
5:00 PM  +John Foster r/o the Gibson Family

SUNDAY, August 1, 2021
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 AM  NO INTENTION

9:00 AM +Vincent Bogan r/o Esther Nolan
10:30 AM +Arjane Valentin r/o Rey de los Reyes
12:00 PM  +Geraldine Loffa r/o LuAnn & Ruben Llizo

1:30 PM  People of the Parish

(Spanish)

WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, July 25, 2021
Mission Appeal Weekend

Monday, July 26, 2021
Tuesday, July 27, 2021
Wednesday, July 28, 2021
Thursday, July 29, 2021

Friday, July 30, 2021
7:00 PM Los Amigos de Jests Prayer Group (CH)

Saturday, July 31, 2021

Sunday, August 1, 2021

ST. MATTHEW’S CARNIVAL IN AUGUST
GOOD NEWS EVERYBODY! Our parish carnival is
scheduled for August 25-28, 2021. 4 days, Wednesday
through Saturday. As always, we need your help both in
volunteering, spreading the word to the neighborhood,
and coming as patrons for a family night out. We antici-
pate most things being the same as in the past - same
place, just different dates. Who knows, the warmer
weather might be better both in enjoyment and in reve-
nue! Put the dates in your calendar today! Our parish al-
ways comes through to make this event a success.

CARNIVAL VOLUNTEER FORMS
ARE AVAILABLE
IN THE CHURCH VESTIBULE

ALTAR SERVER ALBS

NOTE TO SERVERS AND FORMER
SERVERS: There is a box in the vestibule
to collect all used albs. If you are a current
server and your alb is too small, drop the
small one in the box and take a cleaned one
that fits from the closet in the priest sacristy. Once we
have all the old ones and lauder them, they will all be
moved back to the altar server sacristy.

ELECTRONIC GIVING

Many parishioners recognize the convenience of donating
to our church electronically. It beats writing out a check
every week! Most parishioners who do give electronical-
ly still use envelopes: simply check the “I have given
electronically” box on the envelopes to ensure your dona-
tion is tabulated properly (it should be anyway through
our electronic system). See the website for more infor-
mation.
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FEAST OF FAITH
The Preface Dialogue

“Lift up your hearts.” “We lift them up to the Lord.”
“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.” “It is right to
give him thanks and praise.” With this ancient dialogue
we enter the Eucharistic Prayer, the heart of the Mass.
These venerable words have been part of the Christian
liturgy almost from the beginning—by the time of Hip-
polytus of Rome (c. 215) they were already fixed in the
liturgy.

Several times during the Mass the priest has invited
us to pray. There is something different here. We are in-
vited to be “lifted up,” to ascend, to climb the Lord’s
mountain, as it were, to go to a new place for this most
solemn part of the Mass. And we are invited to a new
frame of mind, a sense of joy, of focused dedication: our
hearts must not be cast down, but lifted up, and lifted to
the Lord. Why? Because we are going to give thanks—
we are going to “eucharist!” It is right and just that we do
this.

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23;
Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday:  Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13;
Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46

Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11;
Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42
Friday: Lv 23:1,4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37,
Ps 81:3-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58
Saturday:  Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54;

Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35

A TIME TO HEAL...

Please pray for those in our Parish Family who are sick:
Jim Miller, Mary Krzywicki

[NOTE: we have recently reset the list of the sick in this
bulletin. If you know of someone who is ill and in need of
prayer, please call the parish office.]

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Elisha feeds a hundred people with
twenty barley loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44).

Psalm — The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all
our needs (Psalm 145).

Second Reading — Paul urges the Ephesians to live in a
manner worthy of the call they received (Ephesians 4:1-6).
Gospel —Jesus feeds a large crowd with five barley
loaves and two fish (John 6:1-15).

ONE LORD, ONE FAITH

Do you suppose the authors of the four Gospels were
aware of today’s first reading from the second book of
Kings? Of course they were. The prophet Elisha fed a
hundred men with twenty barley loaves in order to prove
God’s power. This same miracle, now multiplied by
more people fed by fewer loaves, is attributed to Jesus in
all four Gospels. In today’s passage from John we even
have the detail that the loaves were barley, reminding
every pious Jew of that miracle that Elisha worked. Yet
Jesus went into hiding when they wanted to make him
king. It is the passage from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians
that gives us the reason for this. The power of Jesus
comes from God. It is not meant merely to feed us, or to
provide one group with a king. There is one Lord, one
faith, one God and Father of all who works through Jesus
Christ and through us all.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

(CCD) RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION IS OPEN

Thanks to Deacon Ed, we now have the ability to accept registration and payment online! Religious formation is a re-
quirement for children to receive the sacraments. Aside from learning about our faith, religious formation also helps to

establish a healthy prayer life.

Please go to https://www.stmatthewtheapostle.com/religious-formation-ced
If you prefer, you can print the registration form and bring a check to the rectory during office hours.

We fully intend for classes to be In person again in the fall. We had to adjust our class meeting times and reduce the
number of classes (fewer children, fewer catechists). Please note our new schedule:

+ Grades 1-4 will meet on Tuesday from 4:15-5:30

+ Grades 5-8 will meet on Thursday from 6:00 — 7:15

Registration ends on August 1.

Also, we need volunteers as teachers, aides, and hall monitors! If you are interested, please email David Jules at:

pcl@stmatthewtheapostle.com




Page 5

PRESSURE
A diamond is a chunk of coal that has made
good under pressure.

—Anonymous

WORKING AND SAVING
Work hard and save your money so when
you’re old you will be able to buy the things only

the young can enjoy.
—Anonymous

SCAM

Just a reminder - the priests and staff of St. Matthew’s
will never send you a “cold call” email or text asking for
financial help for the parish or someone in need. Inevita-
bly it would require purchase of GIFT CARDS. Never
buy gift cards as payment or to make a donation to any-
one.

St. Matthew School
Early Elementary
Education

;( -
- emie g

We are open for enrollment in all
grades Pre-K to 8. Our focus this
year is on our excellent Early
Elementary classes. Our Pre-K3, Pre-K4 and
Kindergarten programs are where your child will learn
the critical thinking skills for the future. In a structured
environment with hands-on activities, students are given
the motivation to become lifelong learners. At around
$27/day for Pre-K and $29 for full-day Kindergarten you
won’t find a better deal at the big-box Daycare
Businesses. Call Mrs. Schaefer at 732-985-6633 for more
information or to set up a tour!

PADRINOS DE BAUTISMO Y CONFIRMACION: La
Ley eclesiastica manda que los padrinos para el bau-
tismo y confirmacion, deben ser Catdlicos confirmados
y activos en la parroquia, o sea que asistan a la misa
dominical, ayudan al mantenimiento de la Iglesia, esté
casado/a por la iglesia; si es soltero/a no debera estar
en union libre. Debe vivir una vida de acuerdo a las
ensefianzas de la Iglesia. Solo podemos entregar car-
tas a parroquianos que viven de acuerdo a estas nor-
mas.

BAUTISMOS: Los Bautismos en espariol son
celebrados el segundo Sabado del mes a la 1:00 PM.
No se celebran bautismos durante la Cuaresma. Para
hacer arreglos para los bautismos en espafiol comuni-
quese con el padre Joseph al 732-985-5063. Si él no
esta disponible en ese momento, le puede dejar un
mensaje con su numero de teléfono, para él llamarle
luego.

FORMACION RELIGIOSA- CATECISMO: Si usted es
nuevo en la parroquia y quiere inscribir a su nifio/a en
las clases de catecismo, por favor comuniquese con el
padre Joseph al 732-985-5063.

RICA: Adultos que deseen convertirse a la religién
Catdlica o que necesiten recibir Primera Comunion y o
Confirmacion, deberan ponerse en contacto con la ofi-
cina de la parroquia para el Ritode Iniciacién Cristiana
de Adultos. Llamar al padre Joseph. 732-985-5063

MATRIMONIOS: Los arreglos para la fecha de casa-
miento se deben hacer un afo por anticipado, antes de
hacer los arreglos sociales. 732-985-5063 P. Joseph.

MINISTERIO DE VISITAR A LOS ENFERMOS: Lla-
mar al padre Joseph. Si es una emergencia (en peligro
de muerte) después de horas de oficina, puede llamar
al numero de emergencia 732-735-9570.

CONFESIONES EN ESPANOL: _esta dispuesto des-
pués de la misa dominical. Por favor comuniquese con
él.

25 de julio de 2021 - 170 Domingo del Tiempo
Ordinario

“Aqui hay un muchacho que tiene cinco panes de cebada
y dos pescados, pero ;qué es esto para tanta

gente?” JUAN 6:9

El milagro de los Peces y los Panes lleva consigo dos
mensajes importantes. Primero, no importa lo poco que
tengamos, siempre tenemos suficiente para

compartir. Segundo, Cristo puede tomar nuestros
humildes dones y hacer grandes cosas con ellos si
simplemente se lo permitimos. Con Dios nada es
imposible. Todos nuestros dones, grandes o pequefios,
nos fueron dados por una razon. jNingtn don es
demasiado pequefio o insignificante!
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amazon

St. Matthew’s now participates in the charitable giving
program with Amazon called AmazonSmile.

A customer is charged nothing for this, pays the same
price, and gets the same, great Amazon shopping
experience. But our parish gets 0.5% of the purchase
price. (That is, 5¢ of $10). Step 1 is to sign up and
choose St. Matthew’s as your charity. Step 2 is to always
begin shopping at smile.amazon.com, not the default
amazon.com. On a phone or tablet app, sign up and
choose St. Matthew’s, then turn on AmazonSmile in the
settings. Just shop as you always would. Since we
benefit such a small percentage, please don’t buy “extra
stuff” as a good will gesture to our church. We will only
make 1/200th of the cost!

PRAYER GROUP IN SPANISH

Our parish prayer group “Los Amigos de
Jesus” will restart their meetings every Friday /4
beginning June 18, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

in the church. The group continues to practice social
distancing and the use of face masks is highly
encouraged.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The feeding of the five thousand (and more) by the seaside
is certainly the most famous of picnics. The miracle of the
loaves reminds us of the earlier miracle of the wine at Cana.
Like the Cana miracle, this one begins with human initiative as
the small child responds to the hunger of the crowd by offering
a seemingly meager gift. What could be more appropriate for
deep summer than a Gospel account of a joyful picnic with
Jesus and the generosity of a child at the center?

The coming month of August has always been a time for
delight in the bounty of the earth, for picnics by the sea, dinner
under the stars, for porch and rooftop, for parks and beaches,
and enjoying the best of local crops. August’s festivals of
Transfiguration and Assumption have long given Christians the
best of excuses for feasting on the abundance of summer: corn,
tomatoes, pesto, bowls of fresh fruit. Picnics are a sign of the
welcome table of God: always room for one more, always plen-
ty to share, always a place of laughter and story-telling and
always speaking to us of our deepest longings. Don’t let Au-

gust pass by without a picnic!
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

FINANCES (Thank You for Your Generosity)
For Weekend July 17-18, 2021

Collection: $8,769.00
Bills Paid: $9,646.75
Net: -$877.75

Pastor Al

Wit
“How come the host you get is so much bigger than the
other ones, Pastor Al? Did you have it super-sized?”

© 2003 WLP, a division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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