
Every Trip is a quest 
(Except when it’s not)

DEFINE COMMUNION: 

Nice to Eat with You:
Acts of Communion

How to Read Literature 

Like a Professor 

Name: Thomas C. Foster’s 

Elements of a Quest:
Literary Examples:

THE REAL REASON FOR A QUEST IS ALWAYS:

What is the intended purpose of a meal
scene in literature?

What does it mean if the meal doesn’t happen, 
or it goes badly?

Chapter 1

Chapter 2



Nice to Eat You:
Acts of Vampires

Now, Where Have I
Seen Her Before?

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

If ghosts and vampires are 
never only about ghosts and 

vampires, what are they about?

What are the essentials of a 
vampire story?

List examples of stories with literal and/or figurative vampires:

“There is no such thing as 
a wholly ________ novel.”

What is pattern recognition?

How do you improve your own
pattern recognition when it comes

to analyzing literature?

Define Intertextuality: 

How does identifying intertextuality 
enhance a reader’s experience?



When in Doubt, It’s 
From Shakespeare...

...Or the Bible

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

List examples of 
contemporary Shakespearian 

adaptations:

Why is Shakespeare
so commonly referenced and 

alluded to by writers?

What are examples 
of common biblical tropes and allusions?

List literary works
that reference/allude to 

the Bible:



It’s Greek to me

Hanseldee and Greteldum
Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Why are fairy tales such a popular, 
effective source of allusions? 

Examples of sophisticated 
literary works based on fairy tales:

“Myth is a Body of 
Story That ______.”

Why is the myth 
of Icarus & Daedalus so

 referentially ingrained in culture? 

What are examples 
of literature that’s based on 

Greek myth?

What does it mean for a story to be ironized? 



Never Stand Next
To The Hero

It’s More Than Just
Rain or Snow

Take notes on the symbolism 
of these weather elements.

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Rain SnowFog

Rainbow

“Plot is  _________
__________________.”

-Aristotle

If characters aren’t real people, why should we care
about them?

Round Character:

Fixed Character:

Why aren’t all characters round?



Does He mean That?

...More than it’s gonna 
Hurt you: Concerning

Violence

Interlude

Chapter 11

What is lateral thinking? 

Identify the two categories of violence 
in literature and provide examples:

 How do writers have to use lateral thinking?

Category 1:

Category 2:

How does violence in literature compare to 
real life violence? 

Why would a writer kill off a character?



Is That a Symbol?

It’s All Political

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Symbol:

Allegory:

“If we want to figure out what a
symbol might mean, we have to use

a variety of tools on it:
_______________________
_______________________.”

Consider some of the problems/difficulties that may
arise while trying to analyze a symbol.
In those cases, what should you do? 

In your opinion, is every literary work political 
in some way? Why or why not?

Provide some examples of literature that is 
either overtly or subtly political, specifying how. 



Yes, She’s a Christ 
Figure, too

Flights of Fancy

Why might a writer craft a Christ figure?

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Christ-Figure Qualities: Examples of Christ figures in literature:

“Flight is  _________.”

“ _________ Trumps 
Everything.”

What does flight mean in literature?

What if flight is interrupted? 



Geography mATTERS

...sO dOES sEASON
Chapter 20

Chapter  19

Fall

What is literary geography?  How can 
geography be significant in literature? 

What does it mean when a writer sends a 
character south? Provide examples.

Take notes of the literary significance of each season.

Winter

Spring Summer



One Story

Marked fOR gREATNESS

Chapter 21

Interlude

“There is Only
____ Story”

Why do we keep telling 
the same story?

What is the story about?

Archetype:

What is “displacement” of 
the myth?

How can a mark or a deformity be significant 
in literature?

List examples of “marked” characters:



He’s Blind for a reason, 
You know

It’s Never Just Heart Disease...
And Rarely Just Illness

Chapter 23

Chapter 22

What is the significance 
of a blind character?

What should an author do if they want the 
audience to know something important 

about their character? Why? 

What is the most “perfectly metaphorical” 
illness in literature? Why?

Principles Governing the Use
of Disease in Literature:



Don’t Read with
Your Eyes

It’s My Symbol And
I’ll Cry if I want To

Chapter 25

Chapter 24

What does not reading
“with your eyes” mean?

Deconstructive Reading:

What is the goal of reading 
deconstructively?

What are some of the dangers of accepting 
the author’s viewpoint too much?

Primary Reading:

Secondary Reading:

Figuration:

What strategies should you use to decipher
less obvious symbols?



Is He Serious? 
And other Ironies

“Irony _________  
For Everyone.”

A Test Case

“ _________ Trumps 
Everything.”

Chapter 27

Chapter 26

What is irony?
What are examples of it 
appearing in literature?

Ironic Mode:

Read “The Garden Party” by Katherine Mansfield. 

What Does the Story 
Signify?

How Does it Signify?



Who’s In Charge
Here?

Envoi

Postlude

Can we ever be certain that our reading
is correct? If so, how so?

How can we be sure we are doing what the author
wants us to do?

Final Piece of Advice:

What is an envoi? What suggestions for further reading 
are referenced? After looking at the reading 

list, do any catch your interest?


